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BOARD BILL NO. 37AA            INTRODUCED BY: ALDERMAN TERRY KENNEDY 

     PRESIDENT LEWIS REED 

 

An ordinance pertaining to the authorization of a mutual aid agreement between the 1 

city of St. Louis and St. Clair County, Illinois, for St. Clair County, Illinois, law enforcement 2 

officer employees to provide law enforcement services and activities on MetroLink property 3 

within the city limits; finding a public safety need; setting forth certain powers, duties and 4 

liabilities of St. Clair County law enforcement officer employees while within the city limits 5 

of the city of St. Louis; containing definitions; a severability clause; and an emergency clause. 6 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS: 7 

SECTION ONE.  Definitions. 8 

As used herein, unless the context plainly indicates otherwise, the following terms shall 9 

have the hereinafter ascribed meanings: 10 

A. “Licensed” means having a valid peace officer’s license from the state of Missouri; 11 

B. “MetroLink” means the light rail passenger system operated by the Bi-State 12 

Development Agency of the Missouri-Illinois Metropolitan District d/b/a “Metro” (the 13 

“Agency”); 14 

C. “MetroLink property” means and includes all real and personal property and 15 

equipment, including, without limitation, rights-of-way and related trackage, rails, signals, 16 

power, fuel, communication and ventilation systems, power plants, stations, terminals, 17 

signage, storage yards, depots, repair and maintenance shops, yards, offices, parking lots and 18 

other real estate or personal property used or held by the Agency for or incidental to the 19 

operation, rehabilitation or improvement of MetroLink. 20 
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SECTION TWO.  It is hereby found and declared that a public safety need exists within the 1 

city of St. Louis, to wit:  that violent crime and other criminal activity on or about MetroLink 2 

has become a pervasive and immediate threat to the public safety, including not only 3 

MetroLink passengers but all residents, commuters and visitors who may be found within the 4 

geographic boundaries of the city of St. Louis; that any public safety threat on MetroLink, 5 

being a system that traverses the borders separating states, poses a public safety concern to 6 

any and all political subdivisions in such states in which MetroLink property is located; and 7 

that any plan to address a public safety threat to multiple political subdivisions in different 8 

states requires a coordinated response among all such political subdivisions to act upon and 9 

reduce the public safety threat. 10 

SECTION THREE.  The mayor or the Director of the Department of Public Safety 11 

[police commissioner] is hereby authorized to enter into a mutual aid agreement on behalf of 12 

the city of St. Louis, subject to the requirements for approval of contracts in the city charter 13 

and ordinances, with St. Clair County, Illinois, for the provision of law enforcement services 14 

and activities by licensed law enforcement officer employees of St. Clair County, Illinois, on 15 

MetroLink property while within the geographic boundaries of the city of St. Louis.  Any 16 

such mutual aid agreement may provide for such further terms and conditions governing the 17 

provision of law enforcement services and activities by law enforcement officer employees of 18 

St. Clair County, Illinois, as the parties to said agreement may agree upon.  19 

SECTION THREE.  Upon the completion and execution of the mutual aid agreement, 20 

licensed law enforcement officer employees of St. Clair County, Illinois, shall have, in 21 

addition to all law enforcement authority provided by Missouri law, the authority to arrest, 22 
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detain, cite, report and take all other actions authorized to peace officers in the state of 1 

Missouri for any violation or alleged violation of a city of St. Louis ordinance on MetroLink 2 

property while within the geographic boundaries of the city of St. Louis.  3 

SECTION FOUR.  Severability Clause.  4 

The provisions of this section are severable.  If any provision of this ordinance is declared 5 

invalid, that invalidity shall not affect other provisions of the ordinance which can be given 6 

effect without the invalid provision. 7 

SECTION FIVE.  Emergency Clause.   8 

The passage of this ordinance being deemed necessary for immediate preservation of the 9 

public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby declared to exist within the meaning 10 

of Section 20 of Article IV of the Charter, and this ordinance shall be in full force and effect 11 

immediately upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 12 


