
 
Page 1 of 6 

Board Bill No. 124 

October 5, 2018 

 

ORDINANCE 70851 

BOARD BILL NO. 124 INTRODUCED BY: ALDERMAN SCOTT 

OGILIVE/ ALDERWOMAN BETH MURPHY 

An ordinance repealing Section 4, Subsections 746.010 through 756.040 of Ordinance No. 1 

51871, approved April 4, 1963, and pertaining to the establishment of the Decent Literature 2 

Commission, its organization, responsibilities, powers and purposes, codified as Sections 3 

15.32.010 through 15.32.040 of the Revised Code of the City of St. Louis, 1994 Annotated. 4 

 5 

WHEREAS, in 1963 the Decent Literature Commission was created by ordinance 6 

during a time when concern about the content of books and magazine was sweeping the 7 

country; and 8 

 9 

WHEREAS, the Decent Literature Commission currently has no appointments and 10 

has not been operating in recent years; and 11 

 12 

WHEREAS, the internet has changed the delivery and consumption of all media, and 13 

 14 

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the City of St. Louis not to maintain the legal 15 

authorization for inoperable or obsolete board and commissions. 16 

 17 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS FOLLOWS: 18 

 19 
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SECTION ONE.     Section 4, Subsections 746.010 through 756.040 of Ordinance No. 1 

51871, set forth below, approved April 4, 1963, and pertaining to the establishment of the 2 

Decent Literature Commission, its organization, responsibilities, powers and purposes, 3 

codified as Sections 15.32.010 through 15.32.040 of the Revised Code of the City of St. 4 

Louis, 1994 Annotated, is hereby repealed.   5 

[Section Four.  There is hereby established a Chapter 746 of The Revised 6 

Code of St. Louis 1960, and having the following provisions as are hereby 7 

enacted, to be incorporated in said Chapter 746 in words and figures as follows, 8 

to wit: 9 

746.  OBSCENE MATTER 10 

     746.010.   Decent Literature Commission. - There shall be a group of citizens 11 

of the City which shall be known and designated as the Decent Literature 12 

Commission. The Decent Literature Commission shall consist of seven members 13 

to be appointed by the Mayor. The members shall serve without remuneration 14 

and at the pleasure of the Mayor. Members of the former Board of Review, with 15 

their staggered terms of office, shall constitute the Decent Literature 16 

Commission. Successors to members of said first board to act on the Commission 17 

shall be appointed to fulfill the unexpired term of their predecessor. or if none, 18 

then for three years. Any vacancy in the membership of the Commission shall be 19 

filled by appointment by the Mayor, the appointee to serve for the unexpired 20 

portion of the term in which the vacancy occurs.  21 
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     746.020.   Officers of the Decent Literature Commission. - The Commission 1 

shall appoint a chairman and a secretary from its membership, who shall serve 2 

for such term as the Commission may fix, and they shall perform the duties 3 

usually incident to their respective positions and other duties as may be 4 

prescribed by the Commission. It shall fix its time and place of meetings, and 5 

shall, except as provided in this chapter, adopt other procedures as in its own 6 

judgment shall be necessary for the successful administration of the provisions 7 

and consummation of the purposes of this chapter.  8 

     746.030.   Organization and Financing of the Decent Literature Commission. – 9 

(1) The Decent Literature Commission shall be organized within the Department 10 

of Welfare. The Department shall provide for and supply to the Commission 11 

office space, materials, supplies, and all other necessaries for the proper 12 

functioning of the Commission. The Commission shall derive its appropriations 13 

through the Department of Welfare. The Commission may employ an 14 

administrative assistant and other employees as may be required and as 15 

approved by the Mayor.  16 

(2) The Commission shall operate on funds to be used on appropriation. 17 

The Commission may also receive and use funds and other property as are 18 

forthcoming from private and public sources in furthering the purposes of the 19 

Commission.  20 
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     746.040.   Powers and Purposes of the Decent Literature Commission. - The 1 

Commission shall:  2 

1.  Attempt in all possible ways to properly influence the community so 3 

as to safeguard the youth and general public of the City from the vice of 4 

obscene literature,  5 

2.  Cooperate with national, state, and municipal authorities, boards or 6 

commissions, with publishers, distributors, agencies, or dealers in 7 

publications and with voluntary agencies and organizations dedicated to 8 

the elimination of obscenity in printed form and delinquency as influenced 9 

by printed obscenity, in the study of ways and means of preventing 10 

publications of the type described in this chapter from having any effect 11 

or presence in the City;  12 

3.  Gather information and keep informed with regard to publications 13 

found within the City of the nature described in this chapter;  14 

4.  Provide a source of material for reference and disbursal purposes, 15 

including reference materials, films, exhibits, actual court evidence, 16 

information of outside references, library of pertinent speeches, and other 17 

useful, informative, and educational data;  18 

5.  Provide a speakers’ bureau from interested persons or groups; a 19 

training school therefor; development of speech materials; and speech 20 

engagements coordination;  21 
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6.  Encourage higher reading standards through cooperation with 1 

libraries, schools, and other interested persons, groups, and associations; 2 

dissemination of pertinent materials for supplementary and educational 3 

purposes to the public through these sources; and in general effect an 4 

enlightenment of the public to the present obscene literature problem 5 

through whatever source possible, public or private, individual, or group. 6 

The Commission shall take positive or negative curative action as it shall 7 

deem proper so as to effectuate the intents and purposes of this chapter;  8 

7.  Expect and receive the aid and cooperation of all City offices and 9 

departments, the Police Department, and the St. Louis County Board of 10 

Review;  11 

8.  Receive and consider, for public educational purposes, complaints as 12 

to the violation or alleged violation of this chapter, and shall report same 13 

to the Chief of Police for his independent action thereon;  14 

9.  Make recommendations from time to time to the Mayor and the 15 

Board of Aldermen as to legislative enactments it may deem desirable in 16 

relation to obscene publications;  17 

10.  File annually a report with the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen 18 

relating its activities to date and analyzing the progress made in its 19 

estimation toward affecting the purposes of this chapter.  20 
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11.  Any specified powers granted in this enactment are not to the 1 

exclusion of any proper powers reasonably inferable therefrom in the light 2 

of the reasons for and the purposes of the Decent Literature Commission. 3 

Nothing herein is to empower or authorize any unlawful censorship, or 4 

public pronouncements by the commission in reference to any person or 5 

specific publication.]  6 


