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BOARD BILL NUMBER 65 FLOOR SUBSTITUTE INTRODUCED BY ALDERMAN 

BRANDON BOSLEY/ALDERMAN DAN GUENTHER  

An Ordinance recommended by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment establishing the 1 

Office of Violence Prevention and appropriating a portion of funds received under the American 2 

Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Pub. L. No. 117-2, § 9901 (March 4, 2021) (ARPA) to the St. Louis 3 

Department of Public Safety and the St. Louis Department of Health, authorizing contracts to 4 

expend the funds, to the extent received; containing a severability clause; and containing an 5 

emergency clause. 6 

WHEREAS, the City received Two Hundred Forty-Nine Million Thirty-Eight Thousand 7 

Twenty-Seven Dollars ($249,038,027.00) in 2021 from the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery 8 

Fund under ARPA and $249,038,027.00 from such fund in the calendar year 2022 (collectively, 9 

the “ARPA Funds”); 10 

WHEREAS, the City previously has appropriated $249,038,027.00 of the ARPA Funds; 11 

WHEREAS,  ARPA Funds may be used “to respond to the public health emergency with 12 

respect to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID 19) or its negative economic impacts;” 13 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has intensified the need for youth programming to 14 

mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on education and childhood development;  15 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 public health crisis has worked in tandem with an epidemic of gun 16 

violence nationwide, including the tragic deaths of several individuals under the age of 18 in St. 17 

Louis since the beginning of 2020;   18 

WHEREAS, programming for youth is a proven strategy to increase positive outcomes for 19 

youth participants;  20 
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WHEREAS, COVID-19 precautions have disrupted community programming to engage youth 1 

and other at-risk communities;  2 

WHEREAS, community violence intervention programs have contributed to a decrease in 3 

violence in St. Louis and are an effective strategy for reaching at-risk communities with trusted 4 

messengers;  5 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS FOLLOWS:  6 

SECTION ONE. There is hereby established an Office of Violence Prevention (OVP) division 7 

within the Department of Public Safety. The Department of Public Safety and the OVP are 8 

authorized to organize, administer and deliver violence intervention programs either directly or 9 

through agents. 10 

SECTION TWO. In furtherance of organizing, administering and delivering violence 11 

prevention programming, the Department of Public Safety and the OVP shall have the authority 12 

to: 13 

(1) apply for grants on behalf of the City; and 14 

(2) adopt plans, reports, applications and agreements for cooperation with, and receiving 15 

assistance and grants from the other governmental agencies, local, state and/or federal. 16 

SECTION THREE. There is hereby appropriated the sum of Three Million and Six Hundred 17 

Thousand Dollars ($3,600,000.00) of the ARPA Funds to the City of St. Louis Department of 18 

Health.  The Director of the Department of Health is authorized to make, negotiate, and execute 19 

any and all contracts or other documents on behalf of the City to expend such funds, and to 20 
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expend such funds on behalf of the City for the purposes of sustaining and expanding summer 1 

youth programs and establishing additional year-round youth programming.  The Comptroller is 2 

authorized and directed to issue warrants upon the City Treasury for payment of all expenditures 3 

authorized in this Section provided that such warrants do not exceed the total amount of funds 4 

appropriated by this Section. 5 

SECTION FOUR. There is hereby appropriated the sum of Ten Million Dollars 6 

($10,000,000.00) of the ARPA Funds to the City of St. Louis Department of Public Safety. The 7 

Director of the Department of Public Safety is authorized to make, negotiate, and execute any 8 

and all contracts or other documents on behalf of the City to expend such funds, and to expend 9 

such funds on behalf of the City for the purposes of expanding and sustaining current community 10 

violence intervention programs, seeking additional providers, and evaluating program 11 

performance.  The Department of Public Safety shall establish a process to allocate the 12 

appropriated funds to community partners through grants under the guidance of the Office of 13 

Violence Prevention to expand community violence intervention programs across St. Louis. The 14 

Comptroller is authorized and directed to issue warrants upon the City Treasury for payment of 15 

all expenditures authorized in this Section provided that such warrants do not exceed the total 16 

amount of funds appropriated by this Section. 17 

SECTION FIVE. Interdepartmental Transfers. Subject to approval by the Board of Estimate & 18 

Apportionment, Departments, Divisions and Agencies authorized to administer ARPA funds 19 

may transfer funds to other departments, divisions and agencies provided that the funds remain 20 

committed to the same purpose. Upon approval of such transfer requests by the Board of 21 
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Estimate & Apportionment, the Comptroller is authorized and directed to transfer any 1 

unencumbered appropriation balance or portion thereof from one classification of expenditure to 2 

another.  3 

SECTION SIX.  Severability Clause. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Board of 4 

Aldermen that each and every part, section and subsection of this Ordinance shall be separate 5 

and severable from each and every other part, section and subsection hereof and that the Board 6 

of Aldermen intends to adopt each said part, section and subsection separately and independently 7 

of any other part, section and subsection. In the event that any part, section or  subsection of this 8 

Ordinance shall be determined to be or to have been unlawful or unconstitutional, the remaining 9 

parts, sections and subsections shall be and remain in full force and effect, unless the court 10 

making such finding shall determine that the valid portions standing alone are incomplete and are 11 

incapable of being executed in accord with the legislative intent. 12 

SECTION SEVEN. Emergency Clause. Delay in receipt and appropriation of these monies  will 13 

increase threats to the public health and welfare by causing delay in responding to the fiscal  and 14 

other impacts caused by the COVID-19 crisis. This being an ordinance appropriated for 15 

emergency funding for current expenses of the City government, it is hereby declared to be an 16 

emergency measure within the meaning of Sections 19 and 20 of Article IV of the Charter of the 17 

City of St. Louis and shall become effective immediately upon its passage and approval by 18 

the  Mayor. 19 


