
 
Page 1 of 5 
Board Bill No. 35AA 
April 27, 2018 
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An ordinance pertaining to campaign contribution limits; amending Ordinance 70357 1 

Sections 1 and 3, and repealing Section 4 of said ordinance, to acknowledge newly passed 2 

State of Missouri maximum limits on campaign contributions and to decrease maximum 3 

limits on campaign contributions for local elections as provided herein.  4 

WHEREAS, the cost of elections has increased dramatically in recent years, 5 

especially since the Citizens United decision from the United States Supreme Court, and; 6 

WHEREAS, the Code of Ordinances of the City of St. Louis currently caps donations 7 

at $10,000 per individual, an amount that the vast majority of St. Louis residents could never 8 

afford to donate, and; 9 

WHEREAS, the St. Louis County Council recently perfected a County Charter 10 

Amendment that would lower the allowable amount of contributions to $2,600, and;  11 

WHEREAS, the Missouri State Constitution was amended in November of 2016 to 12 

limit campaign contributions to $2,600 and;  13 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis should follow the lead of the State of Missouri and 14 

St. Louis County and adopt limits to put our campaigns on par with our surrounding region 15 

and;  16 
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WHEREAS, competitive elections are the foundational premise of a functioning 1 

democracy and the vast majority of Americans believe money has too much influence in 2 

American elections.  3 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS FOLLOWS: 4 

SECTION ONE.  Section 1 of Ordinance 70357 is hereby amended to be and read as 5 

follows:  6 

SECTION 1: Findings. 7 

The Board of Aldermen for the City of St. Louis finds and declares as follows:  8 

 That preserving integrity and openness in the political process is a matter of the 9 

highest public interest 10 

 It is the policy of the City to promote and encourage broad-based citizen 11 

involvement in the financing of election campaigns.  12 

 That regulation of campaign contributions is required because of the public 13 

perception that the interests of large contributors may supersede the interests of the 14 

general public. 15 

 That the State of Missouri does not at present specify a maximum limit on 16 

campaign contributions.  17 

SECTION TWO.  Section 3 of Ordinance 70357 is hereby amended to to be and read as 18 

follows:  19 

SECTION 3. Campaign Contribution Limitation Amounts. 20 
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A. No person, entity, or committee, other than the candidate, shall make any 1 

contribution to a candidate committee, which will cause the total amount contributed 2 

by such person, entity, or committee to exceed the contribution limit for that office.  3 

B. No candidate, committee, entity, or person acting on behalf of a candidate or 4 

committee shall solicit or accept from any person, entity, or committee any 5 

contribution, which will cause the total amount contributed by such person in a City 6 

Election to exceed the contribution limit. 7 

C. The contribution limits amounts for each City Election, as defined in Section 2 8 

(B) are as follows: 9 

a. To elect an individual to the office of Mayor, two thousand and six 10 

hundred dollars ($2,600.00) [ten-thousand dollars ($10,000)]. 11 

b. To elect an individual to the office of President of the Board of 12 

Aldermen, two thousand and six hundred dollars ($2,600.00) 13 

[ten-thousand dollars ($10,000)]. 14 

c. To elect an individual to the office of Comptroller, two thousand 15 

and six hundred dollars ($2,600.00) [ten-thousand dollars 16 

($10,000)]. 17 

d. To elect an individual to the office of Treasurer, two thousand and 18 

six hundred dollars ($2,600.00) [ten-thousand dollars ($10,000)]  19 

e. To elect an individual to the office of Collector of Revenue, two 20 

thousand and six hundred dollars ($2,600.00) [ten-thousand 21 

dollars ($10,000)].  22 
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f. To elect an individual to the office of License Collector, two 1 

thousand and six hundred dollars ($2,600.00) [ten-thousand 2 

dollars ($10,000)]. 3 

g. To elect an individual to the office of Sheriff, two thousand and 4 

six hundred dollars ($2,600.00) [ten-thousand dollars 5 

($10,000)].  6 

h. To elect an individual to the office of Recorder of Deeds, two 7 

thousand and six hundred dollars ($2,600.00) [ten-thousand 8 

dollars ($10,000)].  9 

i. To elect an individual to the office of member of the Board of 10 

Aldermen, two thousand and six hundred dollars ($2,600.00) 11 

[ten-thousand dollars ($10,000)]. 12 

j. To elect an individual to the office of member of the St. Louis 13 

Board of Education, two thousand and six hundred dollars 14 

($2,600.00) [ten-thousand dollars ($10,000)]. 15 

SECTION THREE. Section 4 of Ordinance 70357, is hereby repealed and the subsequent, 16 

remaining sections of Ordinance 70357 renumbered accordingly. 17 

[SECTION 4. Adjustments to Contribution Limits. The base amounts set forth in 18 

Section 3 shall be increased on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in April 19 

in each odd numbered year in order to coincide with the iregular municipal 20 

general election. The first adjustment shall be made on April 2, 2019, by 21 

multiplying the base year amount by the cumulative consumer price index 22 
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change between January 1, 2016, and December 31, 2018, as defined in Section 1 

104.010 RSMo, as subsequently amended, and rounded to the nearest one 2 

hundred dollar ($100.00) amount. An adjustment shall be made on the first 3 

Tuesday following the first Monday in April in each odd numbered year 4 

thereafter reflecting the increase in the price index for the previous two calendar 5 

years. The Clerk of the Board of Aldermen shall forward to the Board of 6 

Aldermen at the first legislative session of the Board of Aldermen following the 7 

April municipal election of the year in which an adjustment is made, the adjusted 8 

contribution limits and publish once, in a newspaper of general circulation within 9 

the City, during that April, the adjusted contribution limits.]  10 

SECTION FOUR.   It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Board of Aldermen that 11 

each and every part, section and subsection of this ordinance shall be separate and severable 12 

from each and every other part, section and subsection hereof and that the Board of Aldermen 13 

intends to adopt each said part, section and subsection separately and independently of any 14 

other part, section and subsection. In the event that any part, section or subsection of this 15 

Ordinance shall be determined to be or to have been unlawful or unconstitutional, the 16 

remaining parts, sections and subsections shall be and remain in full force and effect, unless 17 

the court making such finding shall determine that the valid portions standing alone are 18 

incomplete and are incapable of being executed in accord with the legislative intent.  19 

SECTION FIVE.  The effective date of this ordinance shall be April 2, 2019.  20 


