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BOARD BILL NO. 36       INTRODUCED BY ALDERMAN JOSEPH VACCARO 1 

An ordinance mandating that the Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry shall 2 

cause the construction of four well-lit basketball courts in Forest Park by October 1, 3 

2017. 4 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis (the “City”) boasts 109 public parks, but only a 5 

quarter of those have basketball courts.  6 

WHEREAS, Forest Park is the City’s largest park (9.4 square miles), but there are 7 

no public basketball courts within the park or within a two mile circumference of the 8 

park.  9 

WHEREAS, Forest Park is a world-class park that supports several sports 10 

including, but not limited to: tennis, rugby, softball, baseball, Irish hurling, ultimate 11 

frisbee, wall ball and soccer.  12 

WHEREAS, basketball is one of the World’s most popular sports and the 13 

National Basketball Association is the fourth-most profitable league in the World behind 14 

the National Football League, Major League Baseball and English Premier League.  15 

WHEREAS, the City has slowly removed basketball courts from public parks for 16 

the last thirty (30) years, which is a step in the wrong direction for the City continuously 17 

fighting to be a world class city.   18 

        NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS 19 

FOLLOWS: 20 
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        SECTION ONE. The Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry will construct four 1 

well-lit, National Basketball Association regulation-size (94 feet by 50 feet) basketball 2 

courts (the "Courts") in Forest Park by October 1, 2017.  3 

        SECTION TWO. The Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry will work with 4 

Forest Park Forever’s Advisory Committee to select the best location for the Courts, but 5 

the sole discretion will remain with the Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry to 6 

determine the final location of the Courts.   7 

        SECTION THREE. The Courts will be open and available to the public during the 8 

hours that Forest Park is open to the public, unless closed for routine maintenance or 9 

cleaning.    10 

        SECTION FOUR. The Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry will select a 11 

location within Forest Park that allows for the building of additional courts, if 12 

subsequently approved by the Board of Aldermen. The Director of Parks, Recreation and 13 

Forestry shall track and sample usage of the Courts and provide an annual report to the 14 

Board of Aldermen showing average daily usage. The Board of Aldermen will use this 15 

data to determine whether more courts need to be built. The reports will be submitted to 16 

the Board of Aldermen on July 1 for five (5) consecutive years.    17 
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BOARD BILL FISCAL NOTE 


 
Preparer’s Name:  Nolan R. Sharkey 
 
Phone Number or Email Address (will be available publicly): sharkeyn@stlouis-mo.gov 
 
Bill Sponsor: Alderman Joe Vaccaro 
 


Bill Synopsis: A bill to build four (4) well-lit, NBA regulation-size basketball courts 
in Forest Park 


Type of Impact: Construction Cost 


Agencies Affected: Department of Park, Recreation and Forestry 


 


SECTION A 
Does this bill authorize: 


 


 An expansion of services which entails additional costs beyond that approved in the current 
adopted city budget?         __X__Yes  ____No. 


 
 An undertaking of a new service for which no funding is provided in the current adopted city 


budget?           ____Yes  __X__No. 
 
 A commitment of city funding in the future under certain specified conditions?    


          ____Yes  __X__No. 
 
 An issuance of bonds, notes and lease-purchase agreements which may require additional 


funding beyond that approved in the current adopted city budget?   ____Yes  __X__No. 
 
 An execution or initiation of an activity as a result of federal or state mandates or 


requirements?          ____Yes  __X__No. 
 
 A capital improvement project that increases operating costs over the current adopted city 


budget?           ____Yes  __X__No. 
 
 A capital improvement project that requires funding not approved in the current adopted city 


budget or that will require funding in future years?   ____Yes  __X__No. 
 


If the answer is yes to any of the above questions, then a fiscal note must be attached to the 
board bill. Complete Section B of the form below. 
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SECTION B 
 


 Does the bill require the construction of any new physical facilities?  __X__Yes  ____No. 
 


o If yes, describe the facilities and provide the estimated cost: 
 


The Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation, Forestry calculated that the 
costs to build four (4) well-lit NBA regulation-size basketball courts in Forest 
Park will cost $700,000.  
 


 Is the bill estimated to have a direct fiscal impact on any city department or office? 
__X__Yes  ____No. 


 
o If yes, explain the impact and the estimated cost: 


 
The Department of Park, Recreation and Forestry will be responsible for 
building and maintaining the Courts in conjunction with the Forest Park 
Forever Advisory Committee.  
 


 Does the bill create a program or administrative subdivision?    ____Yes  __X__No.  
 


o If yes, then is there a similar existing program or administrative subdivision?  
____Yes ____No. 


o If yes, explain the how the proposed programs or administrative subdivisions may 
overlap: 


____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 


 
 Describe the annual operating, equipment, and maintenance costs that would result from the 


proposed bill, as well as any funding sources: 
   


There will be a negligible cost to maintain the courts, including but not limited to: 
cleaning litter off the courts, fixing broken basketball rims, repairing any damage 
to a potential fence surrounding the courts.  
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Complete the chart below to list the total estimated expenditures required of the City resulting 
from the proposed board bill and any estimated savings or additional revenue. 
 


Financial Estimate of Impact on General Fund 


Fiscal Impact Year 1 (current) Year 2   Year 3   


Additional Expenditures  700,000 $1,000 $1,000 


Additional Revenue 0 0 0 


Net (700,000) (1,000) (1,000) 


Financial Estimate of Impact on Special Funds 


Fiscal Impact Year 1 (current) Year 2   Year 3   


Additional Expenditures  0 0 0 


Additional Revenue 0 0 0 


Net 0 0 0 


 
 Describe any assumptions used in preparing this fiscal note: 
   


I assumed that the maintenance of the basketball courts will only cost $1,000 per year. 
Severe damage to the courts could increase yearly maintenance cost. Insurance should cover 
major, unforeseeable expenses.  


 


 List any sources of information (including any City officials, agencies, or departments) used 
in preparing this fiscal note: 


 
  Department of Parks, Recreation and Forestry.  
 


 Have the financial estimates of this bill been verified by the City Budget Division? 
____Yes  __X__No.  


 
o If yes, by whom? _______________________________ .  





