
RESOLUTION NO. 31 
Rev. Leo J. Spezia  

 
WHEREAS, The Rev. Leo J. Spezia will be celebrating 40 years as a priest on May 22, 
2016; he was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of St. Louis on May 22, 1976;   and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Leo was assigned by Cardinal John Joseph Carberry as the Director 
of the Office of Family Ministry/Family Life Services for the Archdiocese of St. Louis in 
1979; Father Leo developed national programs and authored manuals and managed many 
needed support groups, including those for grief ministry, counseling for youths and 
families, marriage preparation, divorced or separated Catholic support groups, re-
marriage preparation, widowed persons, natural family planning; he served in that 
capacity until 1992; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Leo began the chaplaincy department for the FBI (Federal Bureau of 
Investigation) in February 1991 and served as chaplain for the St. Louis office of the FBI 
and in Washington, D.C., under Director Louis Freeh; he established the chaplaincy 
departments for the Vinita Park and Charlack Police Departments; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Leo began the chaplaincy department for the St. Louis County & 
Municipal Fire Academy in January of 1996 and served as the academy chaplain; he has 
served as the chaplain of the St. Louis County Police Department; he has instructed over 
100 police chaplains for service in the State of Missouri and for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Leo is a team member of Critical Incident Stress Management 
(CISM and CISD) to support law enforcement and fire service; he is certified in CPR and 
Emergency Response and Treatment; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Leo has been called upon to serve after national disasters; he was 
involved in the efforts to comfort victims as well as police and fire personnel after the 
Oklahoma City federal building bombing, the Amtrak crash in Atlanta, and the TWA 
Flight 800 crash; and 
 
WHEREAS, on September 11, 2001, when he heard about the disaster, he immediately 
went to the offices of the FBI in St. Louis; he volunteered to operate the switchboard, so 
the entire staff could attend a briefing; while at the switchboard, the Archbishop of St. 
Louis, Justin Rigali, called to ask if he could be of service; needless to say, he was quite 
surprised when he discovered that Fr. Leo was already on the scene; and 
 
WHEREAS, during the World Trade Center disaster, he made at least four trips to 
“Ground Zero” at the height of the crisis; the FBI sent Fr. Leo to the Middle East to 
comfort our troops serving in Iraq and Afghanistan; and 
 
 
 



 
WHEREAS, Father Leo is a member of many National and Local Italian American 
organizations including UNICO National, the St. Louis Chapter of UNICO National, the 
Fratellanza Society, the Circolo Society, the Italian Club of St. Louis, and the Sicilian 
Cultural Association of St. Louis; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Leo is a past State Chaplain of the Missouri State Council Knights 
of Columbus; and 
 
WHEREAS, he has received numerous certificates of service and commendations and 
outstanding volunteer of the year awards from the FBI, St. Louis County Police, Missouri 
State Peace Officers Association, Missouri State Knights of Columbus, and the Missouri 
Fire Marshall and Firefighters Union; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Leo was instrumental in establishing the DeSales Community 
Housing Corporation; this corporation buys problem properties and rehabs them which 
helps to revitalize the area; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2000 Pope John Paul II made a visit to St. Louis; Archbishop Rigali was 
told that every priest, including himself, who would be near the Pope, would have to 
undergo security clearance; the FBI further informed the Archbishop that one priest, 
would not have to submit credentials for the screening; Father Leo has had the highest 
security clearance possible and did not require additional screening; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Leo is presently the Senior Associate Pastor of Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Eureka; and 
 
WHEREAS, wherever there is someone in need, Father Leo is ready to serve. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. 
Louis that we pause in our deliberations to recognize the long service of the Rev. Leo J. 
Spezia, and we further direct the Clerk of this Board to prepare a commemorative copy of 
this resolution to the end that we may present it at a time and place deemed appropriate 
by the sponsor.  
 
Introduced on the 20th day of May, 2016, by: 
 
The Honorable Joe Vacarro, Alderman 23rd Ward 
 
Adopted this the 20th day of May, 2016, as attested:  
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Timothy O’Connell     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


