
RESOLUTION NO. 51 
Freda Payne 

 
WHEREAS, the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis, Inc. has selected 16 distinguished women to be honored 
at the  Salute to Women in Leadership Gala  celebrated on Friday, June 9, 2017, and held at the Marriott St. Louis 
Grand Hotel in downtown St. Louis, Missouri; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis, Inc., under the leadership of its President and CEO, 
Michael McMillan, strives to enhance the lives of individuals within the entire Metropolitan area of St. Louis and 
St. Clair and Madison Counties in Illinois by focusing on self empowerment through 26 programs fostering 
education, economic and social services, neighborhood stabilization, and the recognition of outstanding women 
who have gone beyond the call of duty in service to the community; and 

 
WHEREAS, Freda Payne is the recipient of the Salute to Women in Leadership Lifetime Achievement Award; and 

 
WHEREAS, singer and actress Freda Payne has a career that spans over 5 decades.  To date, she has recorded 21 
albums including several remakes of “Band of Gold”.  In 1974, she made the cover of Jet magazine after she was 
dubbed a Dame of Malta, by the Knights of Malta of the Sovereign Military and Hospital Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem by the Prince of Romania.  In the 1980s, Freda also hosted a talk show titled Today’s Black Woman and 
later joined the cast of Duke Ellington's Sophisticated Ladies. She also starred in productions of Ain't Misbehavin 
with Della Reese, The Blues in the Night, Jellies Last Jam with Gregory Hines and Savion Glover.  She has also 
appeared numerous movies like Private Obsession, Sprung, Ragdoll, The Nutty Professor II: The Klumps, and Fire 
and Ice; and 

WHEREAS, in 2009, Freda appeared on American Idol and sang "Band Of Gold".  She joined Kanye West, Jordan 
Sparks, Jennifer Hudson, Barbra Streisand and many more on We Are The World for Haiti Relief in 2010.  She also 
sang a duet with Cliff Richard called ‘Saving A Life’ from his ‘Soulicious’ album and toured England with Cliff.  
Freda Payne’s prolific career will continue to flourish and prosper for as long as her creative juices keep flowing; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis owes its gratitude to the tireless efforts and lofty standards of leading women 
such as Freda Payne, recipient of the Salute to Women in Leadership Lifetime Achievement Award for her career 
achievements, who has demonstrated a dedicated, altruistic commitment to her fellow citizens. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in our 
deliberations to recognize Freda Payne as a Salute to Women in Leadership Lifetime Achievement Award Honoree, 
and we wish our honoree continued success, achievement, and accomplishment. We further direct the Clerk of this 
Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative 
copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 9th day of June, 2017, by: 
 
The Honorable Marlene E. Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 
 
Adopted this the 9th day of June, 2017, as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Donna Evans-Booker     Lewis E. Reed 
Assistant Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 
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