
RESOLUTION NO. 74 
W.C. Handy Premier  

 
WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of the 
premier of the documentary movie “Mr Handy’s Blues” to be held at the MX Theater in downtown St. Louis on 
Sunday, June 25, 2017 from 11:00 am – 12:45 pm; and   
 
WHEREAS, the film was directed by Joanne Fish, which delves into Handy’s history and then shows his 
lasting effect upon todays music industry illustrating ways his legacy continues; and  
 
WHEREAS, the local premier is being sponsored by the Catherine Manley Gaylord Foundation, the Cherry 
Red Productions LTD and the St. Louis Blues with co-presenters the St. Louis Black Radio Hall of Fame, the 
National Blues Museum and the St. Louis Blues Society and is co-produced by St. Louisan Dr. Rosalind 
Norman; and  
 
WHEREAS, W. C. Handy is known as “The Father of the Blues” for bringing the Blues vernacular to the 
world in his iconic composition "St. Louis Blues", written in 1914; and  

WHEREAS, St. Louis Blues has become the most recorded, covered and published song in in the first half of 
the 20th Century and was inspired in St. Louis where Handy was living and working as an itinerant musician in 
the 1890's; and  

WHEREAS, W. C. Handy was an accomplished arranger, bandleader and Blues musician and he established 
the first African-American owned music publishing company and opened the first African-American owned 
entertainment business on Times Square in New York City; and 

WHEREAS, Blues music is credited with influencing the subsequent genres of popular American music and 
culture and his song "St. Louis Blues" is the namesake of the St. Louis Hockey Team and has twice been 
inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame and credited as being the first Blues song to sell a million copies in the 
history of Blues music; and  

WHEREAS, Handy's autobiography “The Father of the Blues” includes the first eyewitness account of the 
Blues written by an African-American and in 2017 the book was inducted into the Blues Hall of Fame as a 
"Classic of Blues Literature"; and  

WHEREAS, While W.C. Handy didn’t spend all of his years in St. Louis, historians say that St. Louis was the 
“crossroads moment” for him that made an indelible imprint on him and his career; and  
 
WHEREAS, Due to his music accomplishments and contribution to the City of St. Louis and later the world in 
1951 the St. Louis Globe Democrat wrote that Handy ought to be named [the] “Unofficial one-man Chamber of 
Commerce” for St. Louis; and   

WHEREAS, the movie director was quoted in news articles as saying, “I always say that St. Louis is the soul 
of Handy’s story. I think audiences there would love the film and the music”; and  
 
WHEREAS, Handy faced many difficulties including legalized segregation and Jim Crow but always kept the   
motto that he often said to new African American musicians that: "FAITHFULNESS PAYS OFF!" 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by this honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. 
Louis that we pause in our deliberations to recognize the many contributions that W.C. Handy has made to the 
fabric of St. Louis and the nation and further congratulate the director of the documentary called “Mr. Handy’s 
Blues” as well as the organizers, sponsors, co-sponsors and presenters at the upcoming St. Louis premier of this 
movie and by adoption of this resolution wish to join in the festivities celebrating this great music composer and 



we further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these 
proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time 
and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 23rd day of June, 2017, by: 
 
The Honorable Terry Kennedy, Alderman 18th Ward  
The Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen 
The Honorable Dionne Flowers, Alderwoman 2nd Ward- Lead Sponsor 
The Honorable Brandon Bosley, Alderman 3rd Ward  
The Honorable Samuel L. Moore, Alderman 4th Ward 
The Honorable Tammika Hubbard, Alderwoman 5th Ward 
The Honorable Marlene E. Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 
The Honorable John Muhammad, Alderman 21st Ward 
The Honorable Jeffrey L. Boyd, Alderman 22nd Ward 
The Honorable Frank Williamson, Alderman 26th Ward 
The Honorable Pam Boyd, Alderwoman 27th Ward 
 
Adopted the 23rd day of June, 2017, as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Donna Evans-Booker     Lewis E. Reed 
Assistant Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 
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