
 
 

RESOLUTION 89 

VERY REVEREND PHILIP SOSA, M.S.F. 

 

 
WHEREAS, Very Reverend Philip Sosa, M.S.F., Provincial Superior of the Missionaries of the Holy Family, 

North American Province, celebrates 50 years of priesthood and 20 years as provincial; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Missionaries of the Holy Family (MSF), founded on September 28, 1895, in Holland by 

Servant of God Father John Berthier, is a worldwide, Roman Catholic, religious congregation of over 1,000 

priests and brothers, serving in 15 provinces and many missions in 22 countries. MSF has a threefold charism of 

faith based missionary work, vocations, and pastoral care of families; and  

 

WHEREAS, Father Sosa was ordained a priest on June 1, 1968, and has faithfully and spiritually served in 

many capacities at parishes in California, Texas, Minnesota, Missouri, and most recently as provincial superior 

in Saint Louis. In addition to attending Saint Louis University, Father Sosa studied at the Gregorian University 

in Rome. Father Sosa served as pastor, rector, novice master, vocation director, and six terms as provincial 

superior; and     

WHEREAS, Father Sosa’s caring and dedicated priestly leadership has enabled Saint Wenceslaus Parish (in 

south Saint Louis) and Little Sisters of the Poor Nursing Home (in north Saint Louis) to be staffed with MSF 

priests, while also maintaining the North American Provincial Office at the Saint Wenceslaus Rectory; and 

WHEREAS, friends and parishioners at Saint Wenceslaus Parish will honor and celebrate Father Sosa’s 50th 

anniversary as a priest and 20 years as provincial superior with a special Mass and dinner at the parish on 

August 25, 2018 (the feast day of Saint Louis IX, patron saint of the City of Saint Louis); and 

WHEREAS, we are pleased to extend a sincere thank you to Father Sosa for his faithful leadership and 

ministry, and congratulate him on this remarkable half-century anniversary.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Alderman of the City of Saint Louis, that we pause 

in our deliberations to congratulate Very Reverend Philip Sosa, M.S.F. for 50 years of religious life and 20 

years of MSF provincial leadership, serving the faithful and religious community in Saint Louis, including 

many family, friends, parishioners, and residents, especially at Saint Wenceslaus Church and Little Sisters of 

the Poor Nursing Home. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the 

minutes of these proceeding and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our 

honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

Introduced this 3rd day of August, 2018 by: 

  

The Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen 

 

Adopted this 3rd day of August, 2018 as attested by: 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Louis C. Galli      Lewis E. Reed 

Legal Counsel, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 

 


