
RESOLUTION NO. 93 
Mekayla Thomas  

 
WHEREAS, at the age of 16, Mekayla Thomas found herself incarcerated several times as a 
result of poor decisions; she had completely lost focus of her goals and dreams, and had allowed 
peer pressure to keep placing her in compromising positions over the next three years;  
Ms. Thomas had recently been sentenced to the Medium Security Institution (MSI), and was 
determined that once she was released that she would not return again; therefore, she regained 
sight of her goals, and was determined to graduate with her high school diploma; as a result, she 
enrolled in the Workforce High School; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Workforce High School, in partnership with the SLATE American Job Center 
and St. Louis Public Schools, is the nation’s first and only 24 hour high school aimed at 
providing a second, third, or even fourth opportunity to young adults between the ages of 17 to 
24 years old the chance to obtain their high school diploma; and 

 
WHEREAS, Ms. Thomas made history as the first female graduate of the Workforce High 
School; in addition, she also made history as the first student to successfully complete the 
necessary requirements to obtain her diploma while incarcerated; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Thomas, released from MSI a few weeks prior to her graduation, wanted to 
return to the institution to have her graduation ceremony; Ms. Thomas wanted the ceremony held 
at MSI in an effort to motivate and inspire her peers and the young women she made lifelong 
connections with while incarcerated; on June 30, 2017, she was able to accomplish just that; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Thomas will be attending Forest Park Community College in the fall of 2017 
to major in Mortuary Science in hopes of one day owning and operating her own chain of funeral 
homes. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis 
that we pause in our deliberations to recognize Ms. Mekayla Thomas and we wish her continued 
success, achievement, and accomplishment. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a 
copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative 
copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate 
by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 14th day of July, 2017, by: 
 
The Honorable Marlene E. Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 
 
Adopted this the 14th day of July, 2017, as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Donna Evans-Booker     Lewis E. Reed 
Assistant Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 
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