
RESOLUTION NO. 96 

Malcolm X Observance Day 

  

WHEREAS, Malcolm X was a human rights activist born on May 19, 1925, who advocated for the rights of African 

Americans by articulating concepts of equality and self-determination; and 

  

WHEREAS, Malcolm X's father, Earl Little, was a preacher who was also an active member of the local chapter of 

the Universal Negro Improvement Association and avid supporter of black nationalist leader Marcus Garvey; due to 

Earl Little's civil rights activism, Malcolm X throughout his childhood was subjected to frequent harassment from 

white supremacist groups; and 

  

WHEREAS, after Earl Little was murdered by a white supremacist group, Malcolm X studied from the Nation of 

Islam where he learned that white society actively worked to keep African-Americans from empowering themselves 

and achieving political, economic, and social success; and 

  

WHEREAS, Malcolm X was a prominent leader in the Human Rights Movement serving under the Most Honorable 

Elijah Muhammad as the Minister of Muslim Temple No. 7 in New York, NY, and as 

National Spokesman for the Nation of Islam, one of the largest African-American organizations to ever exist; and 

  

WHEREAS, Malcolm X would later form the Muslim Mosque, Inc. and the Organization of Afro-American Unity, 

which both focused on black self-determination, and black self-defense; and 

  

WHEREAS, on February 21, 1965, he was assassinated at the young age of 39.  

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Alderman for the City of St. Louis recommends to the 

people of this City that May 19th every year be appropriately observed as "Malcolm X Observation Day" through 

activities and events designed to celebrate the life of Malcolm X, raise awareness about his legacy in the civil rights 

movement, and encourage the end of violence, crime, substance abuse, and self-loathing that continue to cripple 

low-income urban communities. 

  

Introduced on the 14th day of July, 2017, by: 

  

The Honorable John Collins Muhammad, Alderman 21st  Ward 
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