
RESOLUTION 109 
Bishop Emeritus Robert J. Shaheen 

 
WHEREAS, we pause today to note the passing of a distinguished and beloved priest, Robert J. Shaheen, who at the 
time of his death was Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon and the long-time pastor of St. 
Raymond’s Maronite Cathedral in St. Louis; and  
 
WHEREAS, Bishop Shaheen who recently celebrated his 80th birthday, was a native of Danbury, Connecticut and 
was the first Maronite priest to be ordained in the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, Robert was ordained a priest by Bishop Francis Mansour Zayek on May 2, 1964, at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception and shortly after his ordination he became pastor of St. Raymond’s 
Church in St. Louis, which had been without a resident priest for over 20 years; and  
 
WHEREAS, under the leadership of Father Shaheen, St. Raymond’s went from just a few faithful parishioners using a 
four-family apartment to a cathedral with hundreds of active families; and 
 
WHEREAS, from 1965 to 1970, Robert Shaheen organized and celebrated Maronite liturgies on regular basis, he also 
developed newsletters, bulletins, and fliers; conducted a census to identify Maronites in the greater metropolitan area; 
and introduced spiritual and cultural programs, including Maronite religious classes; and 
 
WHEREAS, Robert kicked-off a fundraising drive for new church in 1971, and he later dedicated a new church in 
November 1975 and a new rectory in February 1977; he was ordained an archpriest in September 1978, and dedicated a 
new parish center "The Cedars" in November 1979; on March 31, 1986, Shaheen was ordained a Chorbishop by 
Archbishop Zayek. He purchased additional property and buildings for future development as a Maronite retirement 
center and cultural center in 1991, and again hosted the National Apostolate of Maronites Convention in 1995; and 
 
WHEREAS, On December 5, 2000, Shaheen was appointed Eparch of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon by Pope 
John Paul II; he was consecrated a bishop on February 15, 2001 by Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir, the Patriarch of Antioch 
and All the East; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bishop Robert Shaheen loved the City of St. Louis and was dedicated to the neighborhood and the people 
living around him; he welcomed all those who came to the rectory and treated them with dignity and respect.  Sayedna 
enjoyed many things, but in particular he loved going out to St. Louis restaurants and dining with friends; he loved 
Christmas and his collection of Santas’ and manger scenes that he displayed for all to enjoy, but it was the laughter and 
smiles of the children of St. Raymond’s that stole his heart and became part of his legacy that started 50 years ago and 
will continue (with many of those same children), into the next 50 years. 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that upon learning of the 
passing of this distinguished St. Louisan, and wishing to add our names to the rolls of people grieving over his loss, we 
pause to recognize and celebrate the life of Emeritus Robert J. Shaheen and acknowledge his accomplishments and 
contributions to St. Raymond’s Co-Cathedral and the City of St. Louis. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to 
spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy to the end that 
it may be presented to the family of Robert Shaheen at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced this 16th day of August, 2017 by: 
 
The Honorable John J. Coatar, Alderman 7th Ward 
The Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen 
 
Adopted this 16th day of August, 2017 as attested by:    
 
_____________________   ________________________ 
Board of Aldermen    Lewis E. Reed 
Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
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