
RESOLUTION No. 149 

BISHOP WARD 
 

WHEREAS, it has come to our attention that Bishop Robert James Ward passed on September 

30th, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, Bishop Ward was born on December 6, 1929 in Fitzhugh, Arkansas, and at a very 

young age knew he was destined to preach when he heard the voice of God tell him so, and his 

pets and playmates became his first congregation; and 

WHEREAS, For the next several decades, Bishop Ward remained committed to the call on his 

life and became an internationally renowned leader in the Church of God in Christ (COGIC) 

through his pastoral service, including leading Kennerly Temple Church of God in Christ for fifty-

three years, nearly half of the church’s history, and in July of 2018, the street for which the church 

is named was renamed in honor of Bishop Ward; and  

WHEREAS, “So much can be said about Bishop Robert James Ward,” said Bishop Edwin C. 

Bass, chief operating officer of COGIC, “first and foremost, he was extraordinarily gifted and 

anointed preacher with the ability to convey the complex in a way that had great impact on people. 

For years, he captivated the St. Louis community, preaching on a weekly, Sunday night radio 

broadcast.” 

WHEREAS, it was the very broadcast he later came to host that drew him into the COGIC faith 

in what the saints refer to as “a call to Holiness;” and 

WHEREAS, at 19 years old, in April 1950, and not long after Bishop Ward arrived in St. Louis, 

he heard pastor and radio minister Elder F.J. Hayden preach, and was so moved by the message 

that his family became devoted members of Kennerly Temple Church, and an immediate leap of 

faith upon hearing that broadcast set Bishop Ward on a path to greatness within COGIC and the 

faith community in general; and 

WHEREAS, by 1955, Bishop Ward was appointed assistant pastor of Kennerly Temple and 

served in that capacity for six years, until 1961 when he organized the St. Paul Church of God in 

Christ at 4363 Lee Ave. in St. Louis and served as senior pastor; and 

WHEREAS, Bishop Ward returned to Kennerly Temple when he was appointed senior pastor by 

Bishop M. H. Norman in September 1965, and served there in that capacity for the rest of his life; 

and  

WHEREAS, through his work at Kennerly Temple, one of the historic “mother churches” within 

COGIC that has been a staple congregation for well over a century, Bishop Ward’s influence 

stretched to the very top of the denomination’s international leadership; “Anyone who is someone 

in the Church of God in Christ nationally, it is because of his recommendation,” Bishop Hankerson 

said; and 



WHEREAS, “Bishop Ward was a simple man – a man of the people,” said Bishop Ward’s 

daughter, Marilyn Ford. “He loved the people and he loved his church – and he was a family man,” 

and Bishop Ward and his wife, Mother Dorothy Ward, recently celebrated 72 years of marriage. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis 

that we pause in our deliberations to mourn the passing of Bishop Ward, and more importantly, 

to recognize his many years of ministry, and many contributions to the City of St. Louis, and we 

further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of 

these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented at a 

time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 

Introduced this 5th day of October, 2018 by: 

 

The Honorable Sam Moore, Alderman 4th Ward 

The Honorable Sharon Tyus, Alderwoman 1st Ward  

 

Adopted this 5th day of October, 2018 as attested by: 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Louis C. Galli, Jr.     Lewis E. Reed 

Interim Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 
 


