
RESOLUTION NO. 150 
Alvery Williams 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Alvery Williams was born in Gadsden, Alabama, on October 4, 1942, and passed on 
November 3, 2016; and 
 
WHEREAS, Alvery had a happy childhood but chafed against the unfairness of segregation and, inspired 
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., he joined the Civil Rights movement; and 
 
WHEREAS, Alvery Williams excelled in school, and after hearing Dr. King’s speeches and news of the 
Montgomery bus boycott, he was inspired to act for a change in the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a history and government graduate of Alabama A&M University, he was active in 
advocating for equal rights for over four decades; he organized alongside the likes of Dr. King, Dick 
Gregory, and U.S. Representative John Lewis; and 
 
WHEREAS, during these tumultuous times, Alvery served as a member and field secretary of the Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee—advocating for voting rights for all Americans denied the right to 
vote; and 
 
WHEREAS, in August 1963, Alvery had the opportunity to participate in the March on Washington, where 
approximately 250,000 people were in attendance; and 
 
WHEREAS, in March 2014, Alvery—along with others—were inducted into the "Foot Soldiers Hall of 
Fame" at the National Voting Rights Museum and Institute in Selma, Alabama; and 
 
WHEREAS, Alvery served as a tooling specialist for McDonnell Douglas and as an ATF agent for the 
State of Missouri; his passion for working with the young took him to serve as a counselor and safety 
specialist for Normandy High School; he mentored through the Scottish Rite Masonic Lode and the 
Accountability Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, Alvery Williams lived in St. Louis, Missouri for the past 50 years with his wife, Clara Lucky 
Williams, and two daughters, Melissa (DeAndre) Davenport and Jacqueline Williams; he was blessed by 3 
grandchildren, Shawn Fitzgerald Whitehorn, Jr., Courtnie Williams, and Elijah Davenport. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we 
pause in our deliberations to recognize the accomplishments and contributions of Mr. Alvery Williams and 
offer our sincere condolences to his family and loved ones upon his passing.  We further direct the Clerk of 
this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 
memorial copy to the end that it may be presented at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 10th day of November, 2016, by: 
 
The Honorable Freeman Bosley, Sr., Alderman, 3rd Ward 
 
Adopted this the 10th day of November, 2016, as attested by: 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Timothy O’Connell     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 


