
RESOLUTION NO. 153 
The Contributions of Rio Vitale to the  

Italian Community of St. Louis  
 
WHEREAS, Rio Vitale has dedicated his life to public service, to his family and to preserving the Italian 
heritage he’s so proud of; and 
WHEREAS, in 2011, Mr. Vitale and his wife of over 30 years, Marianna, rehabbed a century-old two-
family shotgun in The Hill, the neighborhood they’ve both worked tirelessly to improve, with Rio having 
served as President of the Italia America Bocce Club and the Columbus Day Parade and as Director of Hill 
2000; and  
WHEREAS, in recognition of his service to the Italian community of St. Louis, on October 18, 2016, 
Italian President Sergio Matterella, in a ceremony at the Italian Cultural Institute in Chicago, awarded Mr. 
Vitale one of the highest honors the Italian Republic can bestow on an individual: an honorary knighthood, 
with the title of Cavaliere dell’Ordine della Stella della Solidarietà Italiana (Knight of the Order of the Star 
of Italian Solidarity); and  
WHEREAS, this award was originally created to recognize those who made an outstanding contribution to 
the reconstruction of Italy after World War II and is today awarded to persons who preserve and promote 
Italian national prestige abroad, promote friendly relations and cooperation with other countries and ties 
with Italy; and  
WHEREAS, while there are many individuals who work tirelessly to improve the Italian community of St. 
Louis and preserve Italian heritage for generations to come, Mr. Vitale’s service stands out; beyond civic 
involvement already listed, Mr. Vitale served as the President of the Italian American Heritage Corporation 
and in the process completely restructured the St. Louis Columbus Day Parade, which he was grand marshal 
of earlier this year; he is a member of the Italian Club of St. Louis, the Fratellanza Society, and a founding 
member of the Sicilian Cultural Association of St. Louis; and 
WHEREAS, Mr. Vitale wrote the book, “St. Louis’s The Hill” (Images of America) where he compiled 
over 200 images of the neighborhood from a collection of longtime residents and called upon the most 
knowledgeable members of the community to tell the story of a community of immigrants from Northern 
Italy growing from a modest mining village into one of the largest Italian American neighborhoods in the 
United States; and  
WHEREAS, The City of St. Louis is proud that one of its most active residents has been recognized for his 
service by the Italian Republic and echoes President Matterella’s words of gratitude to Mr. Rio Vitale.  
NOW THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause 
in our deliberations to recognize the tremendous contributions of Mr. Rio Vitale and thank him and his 
entire family, his wife Marianne and three children Marissa, Matthew, and Andrew, for their continued 
service to our city.  We further direct the Clerk of this Board to include a copy of this Resolution in the 
minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy for presentation at a time and place 
deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced this, the 14th day of November, 2016, by: 
 
The Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President, St. Louis Board of Aldermen 
 
Adopted this, the 14th day of November, 2016, as attested by: 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Timothy O’Connell     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 


