
RESOLUTION NO. 161 
Union Memorial United Methodist Church  

170th Anniversary 
 
WHEREAS, we are delighted to pause in our deliberations to recognize the members, present and past, of the 
Union Memorial United Methodist Church on the occasion of their 170th Anniversary; and  
WHEREAS, founded in 1846, Union Memorial United Methodist Church (UMUMC) is the oldest African-
American United Methodist Church in Missouri and one of the four oldest African-American churches in the 
City of St. Louis; for the last 170 years the church has provided spiritual guidance and a level of leadership of 
the highest order; and  
WHEREAS, in its early days, several UMUMC members and pastors, guided by the esteemed Rev. Dr. B.F. 
Abbott, organized five small gatherings of people of faith that, over time, evolved into formal congregations 
which today are anchors within the communities they serve; included in this list of congregations are: North 
Park UMC, Unity UMC (Webster Groves), Asbury UMC, and Beloved Community UMC; and 

WHEREAS, in its history UMUMC has distinguish itself in many ways, including providing Christian services 
that in connection with the development of Africa University in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe; in 1998 UMUMC 
clergy and laity were recipients of the Denman Award for Evangelism – recognized for “winning souls for 
Christ”; and 

WHEREAS, the church established the Come Share Food program that still today serves the nutritional needs 
of the surrounding neighborhood and beyond; UMUMC established the Union Memorial Outreach Center in a 
school across the street from the church to operate the church food bank and support the spiritual needs of the 
membership and community; and 

WHEREAS, recently the church has been host to Breakfast and Lunch Ministries and even sponsored three 
students in Mozambique as they pursued and completed seminary studies to become pastors in their homeland. 
Currently two churches in Mozambique are being supported – one by UMUMC’s congregation and one by an 
individual church member; and 

WHEREAS, pastor Rev. Dr. Cheree Trent Mills, who assumed the role in June this year, hit the ground running 
by guiding the establishment of several new youth, outreach, and wellness ministries; she is the first woman 
pastor to be assigned to the congregation and with exciting events and activities, her church members are 
continuing the focus of making disciples for Christ.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis we pause to 
add our sincere congratulations to the benevolent membership and leadership of the Union Memorial United 
Methodist Church on this monumental 170th Anniversary Worship Service and encourage the church to 
continue empower and guiding communities in need here in St. Louis, in African and beyond. We further direct 
the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to 
prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed 
appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced this 18thth day of November, 2016, by: 
 
The Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President, St. Louis Board of Aldermen 
 
Adopted the 18th day of November, 2016, as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Timothy O’Connell     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


