
RESOLUTION NO. 177 
Girl Scout Troop 233 

 
WHEREAS, Girl Scout Troop 233 from Gateway Science Academy decided to start a project to 
collect 400 pounds of plastic lids for a bench; originally, the project was started as a way to help 
the environment and complete a community action project as Girl Scout Brownies; and 
 
WHEREAS, as they explored ideas on how to use the bench to benefit their community, the idea 
of installing a Buddy Bench on the school playground developed; the purpose of the Buddy 
Bench is to eliminate loneliness and encourage friendships on the playground, because every 
child deserves a friend; the Buddy Bench is a place children can go when they are feeling sad, 
lonely, bullied, scared, or in need of cooling off; when a child sits on the Buddy Bench, others 
see that the child needs a friend or someone to talk to; the Buddy Bench reminds all of us to be 
kind and always think of other people’s feelings; and  
 
WHEREAS, Girl Scout Troop 233 had also filmed a video to show how their school can use the 
Buddy Bench; they encouraged all students to sign the Buddy Bench Pledge banner hanging in 
the school after they see the video; signing the banner shows that you promise to use the Buddy 
Bench when you need a friend and to reach out in kindness when you see someone who needs a 
friend; and 
 
WHEREAS, the troop achieved its goal of 400 pounds of plastic lids in less than six months; 
many people joined in collecting lids to encourage friendships; the Hilton at the airport collected 
lids on site and donated $275 dollars to cover the bench fees; Vinnie’s Restaurant and Kaldi’s 
Coffee collect lids in the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, on behalf of Girl Scout Troop 233 and the many hands that helped them acquire 
this bench, the Buddy Bench was dedicated to the Gateway Science Academy playground on 
December 1, 2016; the Buddy Bench will be used by everyone to help encourage friendships in 
the school; remember that Kindness is Contagious, and to always be a Buddy! 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. 
Louis that we pause in our deliberations to recognize Girl Scout Troop 233 on their 
accomplishment and thank them for giving back to the community. We further direct the Clerk of 
this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to 
prepare a memorial copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and place 
deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 16th day of December, 2016, by: 

The Honorable Joseph Vaccaro, Alderman 23rd Ward 
 
Adopted the 16th day of December, 2016, as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Timothy O’Connell     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


