
RESOLUTION NO. 178 
The Honorable Donna Marie Cunningham Baringer  

 
WHEREAS, the Honorable Donna Marie Cunningham Baringer is resigning her position as 16th 
Ward Alderwoman after nearly 14 years of dedicated service to serve as the Representative for 
the 82nd District of the Missouri House of Representatives; and 
 
WHEREAS, Donna grew up in Jefferson City, Missouri; she spent time in the Capitol, where 
her mother worked, and she learned that political change is possible and those in power can be 
accessible to the people; and 
 
WHEREAS, Donna and her patient and laid-back husband, David, have two adult children—
Brennan, a U.S. Marine now attending college, and Connor, a senior at the University of 
Missouri at Columbia—who have made them very proud; and 
 
WHEREAS, Donna has achieved great things during her tenure as Alderwoman; she served on 
most of the board’s committees and chaired the Legislation Committee; she has always strived to 
provide the highest level of service to her constituents and her colleagues; and  
 
WHEREAS, Donna received national recognition in 2011 for her passage of “scrap metal” 
legislation, which saved the City of St. Louis $2 million the first year it was in effect; in the 16th 
Ward she has brought economic development, successfully addressed speeding, upgraded 
problem properties, reduced crime, and continuously promoted sustainable initiatives; and 
 
WHEREAS, Donna has been a champion of ethics reform, passing several ordinances that shine 
a light on City officials, including a comprehensive personal financial disclosure law; she has 
also passed ordinances that limit minors’ access to graffiti tools, that prevent pedophiles from 
running child-based businesses, and that aim to thwart theft by barring gold buyers from melting 
down jewelry too quickly after a purchase; and 
 
WHEREAS, Donna’s work in both the public and nonprofit sectors has created a legacy of 
community involvement; while the Director of Institutional Advancement for United 4 Children, 
she advocated on behalf of early childhood services at the state level; she served on the Missouri 
Children’s Leadership Council and Regional Early Childhood Council and was a chair of the 
Blue Ribbon event to bring awareness to abused and neglected children for the St. Louis Family 
and Community Partnership; she has long been involved with the work of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians and the Missouri Municipal League; and 
 
WHEREAS, when Donna was the Director of Institutional Advancement for St. Cecilia Catholic 
Church, she was responsible for marketing, public relations, strategic planning, and development 
for the church, school, and academy; she worked as an adjunct professor of Communications; she 
also worked as the Executive Director of the Magdalen Community Improvement Corporation; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Donna has received numerous honors, including an “Outstanding Service” award 
from the Second District Police Business Association for her efforts to support St. Louis Police 
Officers, the Boy Scouts “Good Scout” award, and the Girl Scouts “Women of Distinction” 
award; Bike St. Louis/Trail Net has honored her, as has the Webster Groves/Shrewsbury 
Chamber of Commerce for her work on the MetroLink station development; and 
 



WHEREAS, Donna currently serves as Executive Director and President of Lemay 
Development Corporation, which facilitates economic growth and development of the 
unincorporated area of St. Louis County known as Lemay; and 
 
WHEREAS, we will miss Donna as a colleague in our Chambers, we know that Donna will 
never be a stranger as she continues to serve the public in her new role as State Representative 
for Missouri’s 82nd House District.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis 
that we pause in our deliberations to express our sincere appreciation to Alderwoman Donna 
Baringer for her many contributions to this Board, the residents of the 16th Ward, and the City of 
St. Louis as a whole, and we further wish Donna the best in her new position and declare that her 
wisdom, wit, and uniquely stentorian and infectious laugh will be missed at the Board. We direct 
the Clerk of his Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these 
proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our 
distinguished honoree. 
 
Introduced on the 16th day of December, 2016, by: 

The Honorable Christine Ingrassia, Alderwoman 6th Ward 
The Honorable Jeffrey L. Boyd, Alderman 22nd Ward 
The Honorable Shane Cohn, Alderman 25th Ward 
 
Adopted the 16th day of December, 2016, as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Timothy O’Connell     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 
 


