
RESOLUTION NO. 178 
SHIRLEY BRADLEY PRICE LEFLORE 

 
WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis Board of Aldermen would like to pause in their deliberations 
to recognize Shirley Bradley Price LeFlore as the 2018-2019 St. Louis Poet Laureate; and  
 
WHEREAS, after more than 50 years of writing, performance, and service, Shirley Bradley 
Price LeFlore will serve as the next Poet Laureate for the City of St. Louis; she is a proud 
product of the St. Louis Public Schools and a graduate of Charles H. Sumner High School. 
Shirley Bradley Price LeFlore attended Lincoln University in Jefferson City and later graduated 
from Webster College; receiving her Master’s degree from Washington University; and  
 
WHEREAS, LeFlore has been applauded for her groundbreaking style as an innovative poet.  
She is an original member of the renowned Black Artists Group, co-founded by her late husband, 
noted jazz musician, Floyd LeFlore. In 1981, she gave platform to a new era of artists when she 
founded the Creative Arts and Expressions Lab in St. Louis, an intergenerational, local arts 
consortium and incubator for poetry, dance, music, and visual arts; and 
 
WHEREAS, LeFlore has used her voice as a prolific poet to move the needle in politics and 
education. She was a driving progressive voice for St. Louisans, representing the City during 
pivotal, historic moments like the 1968 Poor People’s Campaign and the March on Washington. 
Over the years her home has often been an artists’ gathering space for poetry salons, jam 
sessions, and down home fellowship between artists young and old; and 
 
WHEREAS, Shirley Bradley Price LeFlore has been a guest artist or artist in residence in the St. 
Louis City and County Public School Districts; she has also been an adjunct professor at various 
colleges and universities around the country. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis 
that we pause in our deliberations to recognize Shirley Bradley Price LeFlore as the St. Louis 
Poet Laureate and we further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution 
across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it 
may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced this 9th day of November, 2018 by: 
 
The Honorable Marlene E. Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 
The Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen 
 
Adopted this 9th day of November, 2018 as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Louis Galli      Lewis E. Reed 
Interim Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 


