
RESOLUTION 186 
WORLD WAR II WARRIORS 

       
WHEREAS, World War II was a global conflict involving more than 30 countries which lasted from 
1939 to 1945, with major battles across Europe, the Pacific Ocean, Africa, and the Middle East.  World 
War II was the deadliest military conflict in history in absolute terms of total casualties. Over 60 
million people were killed, which was about 3% of the 1940 world population – estimated at 2.3 
billion; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 1941, the U. S., seeking peaceful solutions to issues vital to U.S. National Security 
interests documented in the ‘Fourteen Point Message’ - a statement of principles for peace that was to 
be used for peace negotiations in order to end WW I  - was engaged in diplomatic negotiations with 
envoys of the Empire of Japan to resolve these matters; and 
 
WHEREAS, on Sunday, December 7th, 1941, while negotiations with the Empire of Japan were in 
progress, military forces of Japan executed a surprise attack at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, then a Territory of 
the United States. On that morning, George Allison Whiteman, an Army Air Corps second lieutenant 
originally from Pettis County Missouri, ran to his P-40B Warhawk at Bellows Air Force Station in 
Waimanalo Hawaii, as the island came under attack from the enemy’s 353 aircraft. Whiteman’s cockpit 
was hit by gunfire just moments after takeoff, and his plane crashed and burned at the edge of the 
runway. He was one of the first Americans killed in battle in World War II; and 
 
WHEREAS, most of the U.S. Pacific Fleet was at anchor at Pearl Harbor on that day and was the main 
target of the surprise attack, and, within less than two hours, Japanese warplanes sank or damaged eight 
battleships (including the USS Arizona), three light cruisers, four destroyers, five other naval vessels, 
destroyed/damaged over 338 aircraft, and killed more than 2,400 Americans; and 
 
WHEREAS, this act of aggression prompted President Franklin D. Roosevelt to address the U.S. 
Congress on December 8th, 1941, to ask for a declaration of war and opened his remarks with these 
historic words: "Yesterday, December 7th, 1941, a date which will live in infamy – the United States of 
America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan." This 
‘land of the rising sun’ was about to meet its sunset; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December 11th, 1941, in support of Japan's aggression, Italy & Germany declared war 
on the U.S. under the Tripartite Pact of September 27th, 1940; and 
 
WHEREAS, because of Japan's "unprovoked and dastardly attack" on a U.S. Territory and U.S. Forces 
and Nazi Germany's and Italy’s declaration of war, the United States was thrust into fighting two major 
fronts across the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans; and 
 
WHEREAS, more than 16.1 million courageous Americans of the "greatest generation" served with 
honor, distinction, and patriotism, fighting in every theater of operation during WW II in decisive 
battles around the world, for the freedoms we enjoy today with more than 291,557 Dying in Battle, 
113,842 Non-Theatre Deaths, and Non-Mortal Woundings totaling 670,846; and  
    



WHEREAS, over 450,000 Missourians served in WW II, with a Summary of War Casualties as 
follows .. Death by Combat - 1,806 .. in Prison Camp - 44 .. Missing - 20 .. Wounded - 2,167 .. 
Released Prisoners – 167; Totaling 4,204; and 
 
WHEREAS, on May 7th, 1945, Nazi Germany surrendered unconditionally to the U.S. marking that 
date VE Day ( Victory in Europe ), leaving its ally, the Empire of Japan, to stand alone against the U.S. 
in the Pacific Theater – Italy having surrendered on September 8th, 1943 ; and 
 
WHEREAS, on August 6th, 1945, an American B29 "Super Fortress" named "Enola Gay" dropped the 
world's first uranium 235 atomic bomb “Little Boy” on the city of Hiroshima, Japan, which was 
followed by a second plutonium 239 atomic bomb “Fat Man” mission on Nagasaki, Japan, three days 
later both events being ‘ordered’ by Missouri’s only President & Commander in Chief – Harry S. 
Truman; and 
 
WHEREAS, on August 14th, 1945, due largely to the effects of those atomic weapons, the Empire of 
Japan accepted the provisions of the Potsdam Declaration and agreed to an unconditional surrender 
marking that day as VJ Day ( Victory in Japan ); the surrender proceedings were ceremonially taken 
place, on September 2, 1945, on the Deck of the USS Missouri Battleship ( BB-63 The "Mighty Mo" 
was a United States Navy Iowa-class fast battleship - christened at her launching by Mary Margaret 
Truman ) bringing an end to hostilities in the Pacific thus ending World War II and saving an estimated 
one million or more U.S. casualties had the war continued and the allies being forced to invade Japan's 
home islands; and 
 
WHEREAS, 2017 marks the 72nd anniversary of the surrender of Nazi Germany and the Empire of 
Japan and the end of World War II; and 
Whereas, with less than one million World War II veterans alive today in the United States - with 1,100 
dying daily - it is of necessity to take time to honor, remember and thank the men and women of "the 
greatest generation," who valiantly, and with great honor, defended our great Nation's freedoms against 
the forces of darkness and evil who would surely have denied us those freedoms; and 
 
WHEREAS, the St. Mary Magdalen Parish in the City of St. Louis, presently has four parishioners of 
the less than the one million veterans who are still alive who were engaged in the great World War II 
conflict – Army Corporal Joseph T. Kuszaj, Army Serial Number 37625942, of the 6th Infantry 
Division serving under the leadership of General Walter S. Krueger, & Army Private William F. 
Yashuk, Army Serial Number 37865264, providing light truck conveyance, & Naval Motor Machinist 
1st Class Robert L. Croak, Naval Serial Number 8727064, transporting Troops during the Normandy 
Invasion on Omaha & Utah Beaches, & Navy Petty Officer  1ST Class Francis J. Zulauf, Naval Serial 
Number 3381105, serving in the Central Pacific & the Philippines aboard the USS Prometheus. ‘Father 
Time’ has put his mark on these four hero warriors. After the war was over, you came back and built 
the greatest country this world has ever known; and 
 
WHEREAS, we realize that you four World War II patriots could be considered ancient and fatigued; 
we thank you for supporting our nation. This is our country you fought to defend and we appreciate 
what your fellow veteran colleagues, living and dead, did to preserve it for all of us. This proclamation 
is not only for you four survivors, but also for those who cannot be here to gratefully accept it, e.g., 
Stanley J. Kuszaj, Tech Sergeant 4th Grade U.S. Army, Army Corporal Joseph T. Kuszaj’s older 



brother who was killed in action in Germany on December 20th, 1944.  At VJ Day you had to get used 
to the idea of no longer living with a rifle as a constant companion. In the years that followed, many of 
you would continue to experience the effects of the war, including bouts of Malaria and flashbacks. 
Most of you would overcome these scars, repressing memories of the worst horrors of the War and 
learn to appreciate the simple joys of life. The world changed with the ordeal of your survival and the 
loss of so many of your friends who sacrificed their lives at the peak of their youth.  We, as Americans, 
owe a debt of gratitude to you men and women who fought for this country in the War to end all wars.  
You are entitled to be known as “The Greatest Generation.” Your honored service to this country, in 
time of unparalleled need, shall never be forgotten. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Aldermen, in observance of the 
circumstances outlined above and in some way to add a voice of honor, wishes to express its deepest 
and most heartfelt appreciation to the veterans of World War II and their families for their remarkable 
contributions and service to the people of Missouri, the United States of America, and the free world. 
We recognize the great personal sacrifices you made during your service to this great country during 
World War II, one of the most trying periods in the history of the world. You had to grapple with the 
problems imposed by vast distances, inhospitable terrain, unfavorable climate, and an indefatigable and 
dangerous enemy. We promise to never forget your sacrifices, and keep alive the legacy of your 
generation. Only through the dedication and heroism exhibited by you and your comrades do we 
remain a free country. You held high the torch of freedom and we will be ever mindful that the task of 
preserving that fragile freedom is now ours.  We, as a Board, instruct the Clerk to spread this resolution 
over the permanent rolls of this Board and further instructs the Clerk to prepare fitting and memorial 
copies of said resolution to the end that they might be presented to these hero warriors and their 
families as deemed appropriate by this resolution’s sponsor. 
 
Introduced this 15th Day of December, 2017, by 
 
The Honorable Carol Howard, Alderwoman 14th Ward 
The Honorable Thomas Oldenburg, Alderman 16th Ward 
 
Adopted this the 15th day of December, 2017, as attested: 
 
_______________________      __________________________ 
Donna Elliott        Lewis E. Reed 
Assistant Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 


