
RESOLUTION NUMBER 187 
Leona Jenkins 

 
WHEREAS, we have been apprised of the passing of Leona Edmond Jenkins, grandmother to Alderman 
Antonio French; and 
 
WHEREAS, Leona was born to the union of Vincent and Lugenia Edmond on May 7, 1929, in Attapulgus, 
Georgia; and 
 
WHEREAS, Leona accepted Christ at an early age and was baptized at Morning Star Baptist Church in 
Attapulgus, Georgia; upon graduating from Attapulgus High School, she worked as a cruise ship hostess in 
Florida; and 
 
WHEREAS, Leona was united in holy matrimony to Charles L. Jenkins, Sr. on June 6, 1948; in 1949, they 
relocated to St. Louis, Missouri, and soon their family began to grow with the addition of Karen L. Jenkins and 
Charles L. Jenkins, Jr.; as a young couple, they untied with Galilee Missionary Baptist Church under the 
leadership of the Rev. Malachi Owens, Sr. followed by Pastor I.C. Peay; and 
 
WHEREAS, she served tirelessly at Galilee for more than 67 years, being active in many auxiliaries; Leona 
sang in various choirs, including the Gno Thi Sauton Club, Senior Chorus, Glee Club, and the Voices of 
Galilee; she was a member of the Kitchen Committee, W.W.U., Sunday School Group #2, and the B.T.U.; she 
served as a Deaconess during the years that Charles Sr. held office as a Deacon; and 
 
WHEREAS, Leona loved to cook and crochet, and she won several yard beautification awards; she was always 
smiling and well known for her gardening skills; in 2014, Leona received recognition for 40 years of service 
and dedication to Harmony Grand of Eastern Star Corinthian #9; she was a loyal employee of BJC for 30 years; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Leona departed this life on Tuesday, December 27, 2016; she was preceded in death by her 
parents and her sister, Hattie Ruth Gattling, and, after 56 years of marriage, by her husband, Charles Sr.; she 
leaves to cherish her memory: her daughter, Katherine Patton-Bennett (Michael); son, Charles Jr., two brothers, 
David (Irene) and James (Totsie B.); six grandchildren, Mario Sr. (Jacqueline); Maurice (Manuella); Shannon; 
Antonio (Jasenka); Michelle and Shelly; 10 Great Grandchildren, Mario Jr.; Maranda; Ashley; Shawn; Caleb; 
Malaiya; Myles; Donny Jr.; Marissa and Dominik; eight great great grandchildren; a God child, Brenda Wingo; 
seven special sisters, Lillie, Birdie, Rose, Dorothy, Velma, Lorene, and Earlean; a host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins, adopted children, and friends, as well as her entire church family 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in 
our deliberations to mark the passing of Leona Jenkins and to remember her many contributions to our world. 
We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these 
proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time 
and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 4th day of January, 2017, by: 

The Honorable Antonio French, Alderman 21st Ward 
 
Adopted the 4th day of January, 2017, as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Timothy G. O’Connell    Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


