
RESOLUTION 196 
DR. KIRA HUDSON BANKS 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Kira Hudson Banks is an Associate Professor in the department of psychology 
at Saint Louis University. Her research examines the experience of discrimination, its impact on 
mental health and intergroup relations. Her courses have ranged from Abnormal Psychology to 
the Psychology of Racism. She has published over 20 peer-reviewed articles in journals such as 
American Psychologist, Cultural Diversity and Ethnic Minority Psychology, Journal of Diversity 
in Higher Education. She has also written for e Harvard Business Review and popular media 
outlets such as Huntington Post and e Atlantic; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a consultant, Dr. Banks has worked with schools, communities, institutions of 
higher education and corporations to improve diversity and inclusion e orts and engage people in 
productive dialogue and action. She served as a racial equity consultant for the Ferguson 
Commission and has continued as the Racial Equity Catalyst for Forward Through Ferguson. 
Her consulting firm, The Mouse and the Elephant, develops customized curriculum to meet 
companies’ long-term needs. She received her BA from Mount Holyoke College, where she was 
inducted into Phi Beta Kappa, and her MA and PhD from the University of Michigan; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Banks was born in Columbia, MO while her father, Dr. James Hudson, 
completed his residency at University of Missouri as the first Black Chief Resident of 
Ophthalmology. She was raised in Edwardsville, IL, where her mother, Saundra Hudson served 
16 years on the local school board and 9 years as CEO of the Madison County Urban League. 
Mrs. Hudson is currently the first person of color to serve as board chair of the National 
Development Council. She and her spouse, Aaron Banks, work to instill that commitment in 
their children, Avery and August; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Kira Hudson Banks is an honored recipient of the St. Louis University and 
Urban League Dr. Martin Luther King Awards Program for 2018. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis 
that we pause in our deliberations to recognize the achievements of Dr. Kira Hudson Banks and 
we direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these 
proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented at a time 
and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced this 12th day of January, 2018 by: 
 
The Honorable Marlene E. Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 
 
Adopted this 12th day of January, 2018 as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Donna Elliot      Lewis E. Reed 
Assistant Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 
 


