
RESOLUTION NUMBER 201 
Mary Rachel Gould  

 
WHEREAS, Saint Louis University and the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis, in partnership with 
Ameren, will host its fifth annual memorial tribute honoring the life and legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. on January 12, at which a number of our most engaged fellow citizens and organizations will be 
honored with awards; and 
 
WHEREAS, we pause in our deliberations to recognize and honor Dr. Mary Rachel Gould, recipient of the 
Donald Brennan Award; and  
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Gould is an Associate Professor of Communication at St. Louis University and is the 
Director of the University’s Prison Program and Co-founder of the SLU Prison Arts and Education Program; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Gould oversees the Jesuit-inspired prison program that contributes to the transformation of 
the education and justice system in the United States by providing liberal arts education for incarcerated 
people and prison staff; and   
 
WHEREAS, as the national Co-chair of the Strategic Planning Committee for the Alliance for Higher 
Education in Prison, she helps guide the program, which advances higher education in prison, supports the 
creation and growth of quality programs and reframes public discussion about education, justice, and mass 
incarceration; and 
 
WHEREAS, published in journals across multiple fields, Dr. Gould’s research exposes the connection 
between discipline and power in contemporary U.S. culture, focusing on the social, historical, political, and 
economic factors that contribute to mass incarceration; and  
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Gould teaches courses in cultural studies, digital storytelling, intercultural communication 
and popular culture at SLU, as well as classes in Missouri and Illinois prisons, including public speaking, 
culture and society, and communication topics.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause 
in our deliberations to join with the friends and colleagues of Dr. Mary Rachel Gould to recognize and thank 
her for her many accomplishments.  We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this 
Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it 
may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
 
Introduced this 12th day of January, 2017, by: 
 
Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 
Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President St. Louis City Board of Aldermen 
 
Adopted this 12th day of January, 2017, as attested by 
 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
Timothy G. O’Connell     Lewis E. Reed 



Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


