
RESOLUTION NUMBER 207 
SUPPORTING A WORKER DELEGATION TO I AM MEMPHIS 2018 

 
WHEREAS, Civil Rights and Worker’s Rights are inextricably linked, as Dr. Martin Luther King noted in 1961, 
when he said, “Our needs are identical with labor’s needs – decent wages, fair working conditions, livable housing, 
old age security, health and welfare measures, conditions in which families can grow, and education for their 
children and respect for the community;” and 
 
WHEREAS, the parallel struggles of those two movements were forged together in the 1968 Memphis Sanitation 
Workers Strike; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Memphis Sanitation Workers were galvanized by the tragic deaths of Echol Cole and Robert 
Walker, who were killed on February 1, 1968, when they sought shelter from the cold rain in a malfunctioning 
garbage compactor and were crushed to death; inspiring the workers to take action by walking off the job and 
seeking to join Local 1733 of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME); and 
 
WHEREAS, Memphis Mayor Loeb refused to meet with the strikers and hired strikebreakers to undermine efforts.  
They were subjected to police brutality in the form of mace, teargas and Billy Clubs as they peacefully marched; and 
 
WHEREAS, the resolve of the sanitation workers only grew in response to the city’s opposition and gained the 
support of citizens throughout the city and national civil rights leaders heartened by the Reverend James Lawson’s 
words: “For at the heart of racism is the idea that a man is not a man, that a person is not a person.  You are human 
beings. You are men. You deserve dignity;” and 
 
WHEREAS, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King first visited the Memphis Strike on March 18, 1968, speaking to 
a crowd of thousands, and he committed to return to the city until the striker’s goals of union recognition and dignity 
for workers were achieved; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. King’s assassination in Memphis on April 4, 1968 only intensified the Strike, as Mayor Loeb 
refused to meet the workers terms until a silent and peaceful march through downtown Memphis led by Coretta 
Scott King was joined by 42,000 supporters, igniting a national cry that the workers be heard in their demand to join 
the union, leading to the strike’s end on April 16, 1968, with a settlement that included union recognition and wage 
increases; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis will send a delegation of city sanitation workers to Memphis to participate in the 
I AM MEMPHIS 2018 activities commemorating the 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s death as a demonstration of 
labor solidarity and that the civil rights and labor movements will forever be entwined. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in our 
deliberations to reflect how far we’ve come as a nation in the past 50 years while also expressing solidarity and 
support for the civil rights and labor movements and we direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this 
Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be 
presented at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 26th day of January 2018 by: 
 
The Honorable Brandon Bosley, Alderman 3rd Ward  
The Honorable John Collins-Muhammad, Alderman 21st Ward 
 
Adopted this 26th day of January 2018 as attested by: 
 
 

     
Donna Elliot      Lewis E. Reed 
Assistant Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 
 


