
RESOLUTION NUMBER 209 
MOTHER FREDDIE MAE FINLEY 

 
WHEREAS, Mother Freddie Mae Finley born on July 1, 1917 in DeWitt Arkansas.  She was the tenth of 
thirteen children born to the union of Henry Green and Caroline Brooks; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mother Finley was educated in the Genesee School District in Arkansas and moved to St. 
Louis in her early adult years.  She met and married Joseph Johnson as a young adult and was a faithful 
and devoted wife until his death. She later met and married Ross Finley in 1942 was a faithful and 
devoted wife until his death in 2007; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mother Finley devoted her life to Christ at an early age and was a faithful servant of Christ 
throughout her life.  She held many positions as a devoted member of the church until her health began to 
decline.  As a member of the Greater Mount Airy Missionary Baptist Church, Mother Finley served as 
the President of the Mother’s Ministry, President of the Usher Board, Director of the Junior Ushers, and 
Director of the Junior Choir under the leadership of the late Reverend Turner.  She also served in similar 
roles under the leadership of the late Reverend Bell at Stranger Home. She was a member of Greater 
Bethlehem and served in the Mother’s Ministry under the leadership of Reverend Jones.  She was a 
member of The Order of the Eastern Star; and 
  
WHEREAS, Mother Freddie Mae Finley was a loving and caring daughter, sister, aunt, cousin, and 
friend.  She was the gateway that helped generations after generation of family members to relocate from 
the South to St. Louis.  Having no children of her own, Mother Finley was a loving no nonsense mentor, 
advisory, counselor, supporter, provider, caregiver and mother to many relatives and friends; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mother Freddie Mae Finley will live on in the memories of her family and friends – 
especially in the hearts of her brother Louis Green (Laverda) who resides in Atlanta, GA and her sister 
Alberta “Patsy” Green who resides in St. Louis, MO.  Her sisters, Ollie, Lula, Henrietta, Lucy, Rena, and 
brothers, Johnny and Robert preceded her in death. She will be missed, loved and celebrated by a host of 
nieces, nephews, God children (Joe Becton), and friends. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we 
pause in our deliberations to expressing our deepest sympathy to the family of Mother Freddie Mae 
Finley and we direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of 
these proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy to be presented to the family of Mother Freddie Mae 
Finley at the appropriate time and place deemed appropriate by the sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 26th day of January 2018 by: 
 
The Honorable Jeffrey L. Boyd, Alderman 22nd Ward 
 
Adopted this 26th day of January 2018 as attested by: 
 
 

     
Donna Elliot      Lewis E. Reed 
Assistant Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 


