
RESOLUTION 219 

GUNTHER WILLIAM “BILL” STOCK  

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis Board of Aldermen pauses today to note the passing of 

our dear friend Bill Stock who entered into eternal peace on January 4, 2019; and  

 

WHEREAS, Bill was born on August 9, 1930 at City Hospital on Lafayette Street in St. 

Louis, Missouri; at the age of eight, young Bill and his family went to Germany for a 

visit, while there, Adolph Hitler invaded Poland; and Bill’s family did not return to the 

United States until 1950, Bill Stock was twenty years old; and 

 
WHEREAS, from 1951-1953, Bill served his country in Bunker Hill, Korea; with the 

rank of Master Sergeant, Bill Stock was a searchlight commander and also spent time as a 

cook for his platoon; and  

 
WHEREAS, Bill Stock came home from Korea and on June 30, 1955, he married the 

love of his life Maritza (Fingerhut) Stock; they purchased their first home in 1956 at 3510 

Utah Street; and   

 

WHEREAS, Bill was always trying to stay busy; he was a meat-cutter and member of 

Local 88 Union from 1950-1993; in 1960, Bill and Maritza purchased a farm in Fenton, 

Missouri that they owned until 2014, during that time they moved and bought their 

beautiful home in Compton Heights where Bill remained active in the neighborhood from 

1985 through 2016; and  

 

WHEREAS, Bill loved his German culture and Bill loved politics; he was an active 

member of the German Cultural Society and the 6th Ward Democratic Organization, he 

loved to talk (or debate) local, state, and federal politics with everyone he met; and 

 

WHEREAS, in October of 2014, Bill and his family opened the St. Louis Gast Haus 

Restaurant on Chouteau Avenue; the restaurant featured authentic German food, music, 

beer, and a décor that made you feel as if you were in Germany as you enjoyed the 

delicious food; and 
 

WHEREAS, while the restaurant was open, Bill, Maritza, and Bill’s sister-in-law, Ann 

Sueme, enjoyed welcoming and entertaining out of town guests, neighborhood friends, 

and family members; they enjoyed hosting parties and political fundraisers for their local 

representatives, as well as State and Federal candidates; and 

 

WHEREAS, Bill loved and put his family first, his wife Maritza, his daughter Carmen, 

his grandson Edward, along with Bill’s grandchildren his “little angels” Magdalena, 

Eloise, and Katherine  who will all miss their “Opa” dearly, but will always remember 

the deep love he shared with them.  

 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City 

of St. Louis that we pause to recognize and celebrate the life of our dear friend, Gunther 

William “Bill” Stock and acknowledge his accomplishments in life and his many 

contributions to the City of St. Louis. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread 

a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 

memorial copy to the end that it may be presented to the family of Bill Stock at a time 

and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 
Introduced this 11th day of January, 2019 by: 

  

Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President St. Louis City Board of Aldermen 

 

Adopted this 11th day of January, 2019 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Lou Galli      Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


