
RESOLUTION 227 

HIV DECRIMINALIZATION  

 

WHEREAS, medical professionals know that much has changed in our understanding and 

treatment of HIV and AIDS since the 1980’s when Missouri’s HIV laws were first written; and 

 

WHEREAS, an HIV diagnosis is not a death sentence, and we need to update our laws to reflect 

advances in medical science and to approach public health concerns with healthcare and harm 

reduction approaches, not incarceration; and  

 

WHEREAS, with the right treatment, a young person diagnosed with HIV today can expect a 

near normal life expectancy, so punishment for transmission shouldn’t be the same as for a 

murderer; and 

 

WHEREAS, the original intention of the law was to reduce transmission of HIV, but not a 

single study or peer-reviewed paper – nor any credentialed public health expert – asserts HIV 

criminalization has actually reduced HIV transmission in any jurisdiction where it exists. In fact, 

states with HIV criminalization do not have lower transmission rates, so the law isn’t working; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, federal funds granted through the Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resources 

Emergency (CARE) Act once required that states have laws prohibiting intentional transmission, 

but that requirement was removed and the Department of Justice and Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention both recommend updating such laws, and 

 

WHEREAS, the criminal law has been unjustly used in the United States to target people with 

HIV, and prosecutions involving allegations of non-disclosure, exposure, or transmission of HIV 

conflict with public health priorities and violate basic principles of justice; and 

 

WHEREAS, punishments imposed for non-disclosure of HIV status, exposure, or HIV 

transmission are grossly out of proportion to the actual harm inflicted and reinforce the fear and 

stigma associated with HIV, and public health leaders and global policy makers agree that HIV 

criminalization is unjust, bad public health policy and is fueling the epidemic rather than 

reducing it; and 

 

WHEREAS, people living with HIV are doing just that – living, longer, yet the stigma 

associated with HIV still lingers. There are multiple ways to prevent the transmission of HIV. 

We don’t have to act out of fear, we can be better informed; and 

 

WHEREAS, there are 6,145 people living with HIV in the St. Louis region and only fifty 

percent of those infected were retained in medical care; and 

 

WHEREAS, HB 166 filed by Representative McCreery and HB 167 filed by Representative 

Rehder both propose reform to Missouri’s HIV Criminal Laws;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the St. Louis City Board of Aldermen calls 

upon elected officials to pass updates to the Missouri Revised Statutes to modernize problematic 

features of Missouri’s HIV criminal laws in order to revise intent, recalibrate penalties 



proportional to harm done, remove criminalization of actions that pose no risk of transmission, 

and reduce stigma by eliminating HIV-specific language in our criminal codes. 

 

Introduced this 25th day of January, 2019 by: 

 

Honorable Annie Rice, Alderwoman 8th Ward 

Honorable Christine Ingrassia, Alderwoman 6th Ward  

Honorable Sarah Martin, Alderwoman 11th Ward 

Honorable Cara Spencer, Alderwoman 20th Ward 

Honorable Heather Navarro, Alderwoman 28th Ward 

Honorable Dan Guenther, Alderman 9th Ward 

 

Adopted this 25th day of January 2019 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Louis Galli      Lewis E. Reed 

Interim Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 

 
 


