
RESOLUTION 234 

VELMARIE KING 

 
WHEREAS, Velmarie Lewis was born on December 2, 1938 in Indianola, Mississippi to William Lewis, 

Sr. and Carrie Ann Carter who both preceded her in death; and 

 

WHEREAS, Velmarie Lewis married Alex King, Sr. in 1954. The two moved from Indianola, 

Mississippi to St. Louis, Missouri where they spent the remainder of their lives. While the marriage 

between Velmarie and Alex ended in divorce, the two remained lifelong friends. Later in life, Velmarie 

married a longtime friend, Malcolm Holmes; and  

 

WHEREAS, Velmarie was vibrant, creative, and artistic. She enjoyed antiquing, sewing, decorating, 

cooking, and reading. Additionally, Velmarie had a passion for community organizing; she worked 

tirelessly for the City of St. Louis in many capacities: as an assistant to the Honorable Clyde Cahill, Sr., 

as a longtime worker with the Treasurer’s Office & Human Development Corporation, and as an elected 

committeewoman to the 6th ward; and 

 

WHEREAS, Velmarie was also a fiercely independent woman and a caring person who loved Christ, 

family, and friends. She proudly raised four children – Alex Jr, Joyce, Traci and Staci. She attended 

Forest Park Community College and made sure all four of her children graduated from four-year 

universities; and 

 

WHEREAS, Velmarie imparted her legacy into her grandchildren: Damon King, Kandyce (King) 

Chambers, Ryan Lawrence, Alex King, III, Gabrielle Buckels, Liam Holmes and Asher Holmes. She 

poured her very best into each one of them. Moreover, Velmarie exuded an inner strength and brilliance 

that those who knew her could see in the twinkle of her eye, the infectiousness of her laugh, and the 

sharpness of her wit. These qualities will live in the hearts and spirit of her daughters, daughter in-law, 

sons-in-law, siblings, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, extended family and 

friends; and 

 

WHEREAS, on Friday, January 18, 2019, Velmarie King, passed away at the age of 80. She now joins 

her parents, her first husband Alex King Sr. and her son Alex Jr., who all preceded her in death.  Ms. 

King will be greatly missed by the City of St. Louis. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Members of this Honorable Board of Aldermen 

pause in our deliberations to join the sponsors of this resolution in expressing their deepest heartfelt 

sympathy upon the passing of Velmarie King and we direct the Clerk of this Honorable Board of 

Aldermen to prepare a properly inscribed copy of this resolution to be presented to her family at a time 

and place deemed appropriate by the sponsors. 

 

Introduced on this 25th day January, 2019 by: 

 

The Honorable Marlene Davis, Aldeworman 19th Ward 

The Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen 

 

Adopted this 25th day of January as attested by:  

 

  

_______________________    __________________________ 

Louis Galli      Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 

 


