
RESOLUTION 235 

TERRENCE “TERRY” NELSON 

 

 
WHEREAS, Terrence M. “Terry” Nelson was the longtime beloved husband of Nancy C. Nelson and the father of 

Terry Jr., Sherry Torregrossa , and Gary Nelson; and 

 

WHEREAS, Terry Nelson headed the Carpenters District Council for 22 years beginning with the carpenters' union 

in the 1960s; and  

 

WHEREAS, in 1993, Terry Nelson became the Executive Secretary/ Treasurer of the Carpenter's Union which has 

22,000 members in Missouri, Southern Illinois and Kansas. He remained in this position for 22 years, retiring in 

2015; and  

 

WHEREAS, under Nelson, the union began a program to contribute $2,500 to homeowners buying newly 

constructed homes and launched a loan program for union-built homes; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 2008, Nelson caused controversy in local labor when he formed a union for electrical workers to 

compete with the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers; and 

 

WHEREAS, Terry Nelson had an unwavering commitment to supporting working families; and  

 

WHEREAS, Terry Nelson was a supporter of Catholic teachers making a decent wage and Nelson and former 

presidents of the Association of Catholic Elementary Educators pressured past St. Louis Archbishops Justin Rigali 

and Raymond Burke to agree to not only improved wages for teachers, but also new benefits — such as tuition 

assistance for teachers' children and partial tuition reimbursement for teachers' college courses; and 

 

WHEREAS, when Catholic teachers found themselves at the mercy of unjust pastors or principals, Nelson did not 

hesitate to provide free legal assistance to those Catholic teachers; and  

 

WHEREAS, Terry Nelson was one of the most progressive labor leader in the construction industry for many 

years; and  

 

WHEREAS, on Thursday, January 3, 2019, God called Terrence “Terry” Nelson home leaving behind to cherish 

him his beloved wife Nancy C. Nelson (nee Kalin); his beloved children Terry Jr. (Pam) Nelson, Sherry Torregrossa 

and Gary (Christina) Nelson; grandchildren Andy, Brad, Claire, Sophie, Bella, Tori, Kayla, Abby and Ryan, and a 

host of other family members. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Members of this Honorable Board of Aldermen pause in our 

deliberations to join the sponsors of this resolution in expressing their deepest heartfelt sympathy upon the passing 

Terrence “Terry” Nelson and instruct the Clerk of this Honorable Board of Aldermen to prepare a properly 

inscribed copy of this resolution to be presented to her family at a time and place deemed appropriate by the 

sponsors. 

 

 

Introduced on this 25th day January 2019 by: 

 

The Honorable Sharon Tyus, Alderwoman 1st Ward 

 

Adopted this 25th day of January 2019 as attested by:  

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Louis Galli      Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 

 


