
RESOLUTION 254 

MOTHER FANNIE SIMRIL 

 

 

WHEREAS, we pause today to note the passing of  Mother Fannie Simril who entered into eternal 

peace on February 27, 2019, surrounded by her loving family; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mother Simril “Mama Dea” was born on May 4th, 1925, in Hot Springs, Arkansas to 

Harry and Fanny Pearl Pennington; in 1950 she met and married Otis Zander Simril before relocating 

to St. Louis, Missouri; and 

 

WHEREAS, of that union, Fannie  and Otis had eleven children and Mama Dea played an important 

role in raising, teaching, and setting examples of love to Harry, Mary Ann, Manetta, Alice, Tommy, 

Roddy, Samuel, Elmer, Walker, Ronald, and Arthur; and  

 

WHEREAS, Mama Dea loved her family, friends, and neighbors; she had an astounding impact on 

her family and will always be remembered for her giving spirit; she was a pillar in the community; 

every spring and summer you could find Mama Dea in her backyard planting, pruning and caring for 

her famous knock-out roses; indoors, she enjoyed watching old cowboy westerns on TV; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mama Dea enjoyed entertaining at the family home on Raymond where she hosted 

birthdays, holidays, backyard picnics, and Sunday dinners, her door was open to all. Fannie loved her 

spiritual family at New Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church as well as her church family at Christian 

Union Church, where she attended services regularly; and  

 

WHEREAS, today, to the children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, extended family and her many 

friends, the extraordinary life of Mother Fannie Smiril is remembered and celebrated.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we 

pause in our deliberations to recognize and celebrate the life of Mother Fannie Simril. We further 

direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these 

proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy to the end that it may be presented to her family at a time 

and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 

Introduced this 8th day of March, 2019 by: 

  

The Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen 

 

Adopted this 8th day of March, 2019 as attested by: 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Louis Galli      Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


