
RESOLUTION 260 

MARVIN PENZE GAYE JR DAY 

 
WHEREAS, Marvin Penz Gaye was born on April 2, 1939 in Washington, D.C. and would have been 80 years old on 

April 2, 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, Marvin Gaye began singing in church at 4 years of age, started composing while singing with the 

Marquees and working with singer Bo Didley; and 

 

WHEREAS, Marvin Gaye possessed a 4-octave vocal range and was first a jazz singer who switched to R&B and 

whose music impacted a global world; and 

 

WHEREAS, Marvin Gaye helped to shape the Motown sound, first as session-player later as a solo artist; and 

 

WHEREAS, Marvin Gaye was a singer, songwriter, and record producer who found success as a co-writer of the 

Marvelettes hit “Beachwood 4-5789, and whose first solo hit was “Stubborn Kind of Fellow” in 1962, and having a 

string of hits including “How Sweet Is It Is To Be Loved By You”, “I’ll Be Doggone”, and “Ain’t It Peculiar” which 

became million sellers; and 

 

WHEREAS, Marvin Gaye had hit duets with Kim Weston, Mary Wells and Tammy Terrell; and 

 

WHEREAS, Marvin Gaye sang the National Anthem during game 4 of the 1968 World Series between the Detroit 

Tigers and the Saint Louis Cardinals; and 

 

WHEREAS, Marvin Gaye was profoundly affected by social events such as the 1965 Watts Riots, the Viet Nam War, 

issues of police brutality, drug abuse, environmental issues, anti-war, Black power issues, the 1967 Race Riots in 

Detroit, and the Kent State shooting; and 

 

WHEREAS, Marvin Gaye’s protest album, “What’s Going On” was a first in both Motown and R&B music history to 

be composed in a “song cycle”, segueing previous songs into each other songs-giving the album a more cohesive feel; 

and influenced recording artists such as Stevie Wonder and Barry White and whose album cover showcased the 

photographic talent of photographer Jim Hendin; and 

 

WHEREAS, Marvin Gaye’s “What’s Going On” album has been regarded as a classic of 1970s soul, and as one of the 

greatest albums and landmark recording in popular music, and 6th in Rolling Stones list of 500 of Greatest Albums of 

all time; and 

 

WHEREAS, the United States Postal Services is collaborating with Saint Louis artists in First Subsequent unveiling of 

First Day of Issue Forever Stamp and honoring Motown legendary icon Marvin Gaye on April 3, 2019 in Saint Louis, 

Missouri. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause to join 

the celebration of Marvin Penze Gaye, Jr., a history making artist and social activist whose music inspired and 

impacted generations of people worldwide. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this 

Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy to the end that it may be presented 

to the honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 

Introduced this 29th day of March, 2019 by: 

  

The Honorable Marlene E. Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 

 

Adopted this 29th day of March, 2019 as attested by: 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Lou Galli      Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 



 


