
RESOLUTION NUMBER 42 
Ambassador John Bruton 

 
WHEREAS, Ambassador John Bruton is the Head of Delegation of the Commission of 
the European Community to the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ambassador Bruton is a former Irish Prime Minister, who helped transform 
the Irish economy into the "Celtic Tiger," one of the fastest growing economies in the 
world. In the year before he took office the Irish economy grew by 2.7%. During his time 
as Prime Minister the Irish economy grew at an annual average rate of 8.7%, peaking at 
11.1% in 1997;  and 

 
WHEREAS, Ambassador Bruton was also deeply involved in the Northern Irish Peace 
Process leading to the 1998 Good Friday Agreement, under whose terms a conflict of 
allegiances dating back to the seventeenth century was resolved; and 
 
WHEREAS, while Prime Minister, Ambassador Bruton presided over a successful Irish 
EU Presidency in 1996 and helped finalize the Stability and Growth Pact, which governs 
the management of the single European currency, the Euro; and 
 
WHEREAS, before being appointed Ambassador to the United States, he served as a 
leading member of the Convention that drafted the proposed European Constitution, 
which was signed in Rome on October 29, 2004; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 1991 Ambassador Bruton was the Guest of Honor of the St. Patrick's 
Day Parade in St. Louis; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ambassador Bruton was born in 1947 and graduated from University 
College Dublin with a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics and politics in 1968 before 
studying to become a barrister. He was called to the Bar of Ireland in 1972. He holds 
Honorary Degrees from Memorial University of Newfoundland and the National 
University of Ireland. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. 
Louis that we pause in our deliberations to recognize the achievements of Ambassador 
John Bruton and direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across 
the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it 
may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 15th day of May, 2009 by: 
 
Honorable Stephen J. Conway Alderman 8th Ward 
Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President St. Louis City Board of Aldermen 
 
Adopted this the 15th day of May, 2009 as attested:  
 
_______________________ __________________________ 
 David W. Sweeney                Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen President, Board of Aldermen 
 


