
Chairman’s Remarks 
Few places are as important as our 

home. It’s where we live out our dreams, 
care for our families, and build our lives. 
But decent affordable housing is in short 
supply. When people pay more than the 
acceptable standard of 30% of their 
income on housing, they have to make 
trade-offs. Sometimes these trade-offs 
include living in crowded or substandard 
housing or living in neighborhoods with 
high poverty or crime. I believe decent, 
affordable housing should be available 
to everyone. That’s why I became a 
home builder and why I joined the 

Affordable Housing Commission. 

The Affordable Housing Commission helps us improve housing 
conditions and expand housing options for St. Louis’ low and moderate 
income households. About 3/4 of the Commission’s funding is invested 
in human services and programs that help City residents become 
independent and competitive in today’s world. The remaining 1/4 of 
Trust Fund dollars are invested in construction projects expanding 
affordable housing in the City.

This report highlights the Commission’s efforts to balance the 
critical housing needs and services for vulnerable populations with the 
construction of affordable housing. We do this because living in decent, 
affordable housing empowers residents, strengthens their financial 
capacity, and engenders self-respect. This is true, whether residents rent 
or own their home. 

As a professional home builder, I’ve spent my career rebuilding 
this City. I know first-hand how important it is to have a varied mix 
of decent, affordable homes for our population’s changing needs. The 
Trust Fund serves as a tool to attract important capital into a diverse 
mix of high quality affordable housing developments, especially in a 
time when not all markets are thriving. 

For many people, renting is the preferred lifestyle. To help keep 
rental housing affordable, AHC funded three rental projects this past 
year creating 79 affordable rental homes. Today’s investment will serve 
low and moderate income households for 30 years!

For many working and lower income families, home ownership 
can seem out of reach. That is why this past year the Commission 
supported three single-family, new construction home developments. 
By subsidizing the cost of construction and kicking in funds to help 
low and moderate income households buy a home, the Trust Fund is 
making home ownership possible for 16 families.

The Affordable Housing Commission uses Trust Fund dollars 
strategically to direct developers to build energy efficient, universally 
designed homes (rental and for-sale) near transportation hubs. The 
net result is AHC-assisted homes are cost effective, low maintenance, 
convenient, accessible, and they retain their value.

We don’t do it alone. My colleagues on the Commission represent 
the St. Louis community. We rely on input from you in the decisions 
we make. I would like to take a moment to thank them and thank April 
Ford Griffin, Executive Director, for her leadership. Together we are 
working for positive change. I want to invite you to join me on this 
journey. 

Derrick Thomas, AHC Chairman

Home Builder Representative

A F F O R D A B L E  H O U S I N G  C O M M I S S I O N

Mayor’s Remarks 
I am pleased to present the 2017 Annual Report of the Affordable 

Housing Commission (AHC). It has been nearly a decade since the 
onset of the great housing crisis and while the St. Louis housing 
market has stabilized by many measures, too many St. Louisans 
continue to pay too much for housing, too many families are living 
in substandard conditions, and too many residents experience 
housing insecurity.

That is why the Affordable Housing Trust Fund (AHTF) was 
created. In 2001, the citizens of St. Louis came together to create 
an annually renewing source of revenue dedicated to funding 
affordable housing projects and services in the City of St. Louis. 

Overseen by the Affordable Housing Commission, this 5-person City department, harnesses the 
power of public-private partnerships to create and preserve affordable housing and affordable 
housing services in the City of St. Louis.

The Affordable Housing Commission receives $5 million every year from the City’s Use Tax. 
With that money, the Commission awards grants for affordable housing services, programs, and 
loans for affordable housing construction projects. In 2017, the Commission awarded $4,349,711 
to 43 agencies dedicated to creating affordable housing solutions throughout the City.

Investing in affordable housing is good public policy and it’s good for our economy too. 
Helping households and individuals secure safe, decent, and affordable housing is one of the 
most effective ways to break the cycle of poverty. When people are able to live in safe, affordable, 
permanent, housing, their lives improve. They go from living paycheck to paycheck to being 
able to retain more hard-earned dollars to spend in other ways.

Numerous studies confirm that cities are stronger when residents have safe, affordable, decent 
housing. Children living in stable environments are more successful in school, workers are more 
productive in their jobs, and people who live in safe, secure environments provide a stabilizing 
presence in our neighborhoods. Crime goes down, the quality of life improves, property values 
rise, and our City wins.

Housing is typically our single greatest expenditure. The acceptable cost standard for housing 
is 30% of household income. But in recent years, the cost for housing has outpaced earnings. 
This has occurred as the price for utilities, taxes, insurance, and transportation have risen. 
Families everywhere are facing increased challenges meeting their monthly housing costs. A 
person earning minimum wage could easily spend up to 67% of their household income on rent. 
This is unacceptable and why I am fighting for better wages for working families and why I 
support initiatives for increased and improved training and employment opportunities. We need 
to help our citizens gain the knowledge, skills and abilities that will keep them competitive 
today, tomorrow and into the future.

The impact of the Trust Fund extends well beyond the dollars awarded because Trust Fund 
investments leverage private dollars, capital campaigns, faith-based financial commitments, non-
profits, volunteer labor, and state and federal funds. Using this formula, the AHTF maximizes 
financial capital by providing the least amount of money possible to get a project off the ground.

The result is that AHC-assisted projects generate a remarkable rate of return. For every 
AHC dollar invested, each project attracted $17 dollars ( on average) from outside sources. 
The cumulative effect of Affordable Housing Trust Fund investments in St. Louis is worth 
mentioning. Since 2003, the Commission has invested $28.6 million into rental and for-sale 
housing construction projects to create 1,767 affordable homes.

I would like to recognize the AHC staff and personally thank the Commission for the generous 
donation of their time and expertise this past year. Their decisions impact people’s lives and they 
make a difference.

The people, the programs and the stories in this report illustrate the value of affordable housing 
to the health and vitality of our City. We need to work together to rebuild our community. As you 
review this report, I hope you will reflect on our progress with us and ask yourself how you can 
be part of the solution. Let us join together to overcome our challenges. Co-worker to co-worker 
and neighbor to neighbor. It all starts with you.        

Lyda Krewson

MAYOR
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The Affordable Housing Commission (AHC) awards 
approximately $5 million dollars every year through a 
competitive process to a broad coalition of non-profit and 
faith-based agencies, neighborhood organizations and for 
profit developers who expand the availability of affordable 
housing and provide affordable housing services to low 
and moderate income residents throughout the City of St. 
Louis.

The AHC Trust Fund derives its funding from a use tax 
paid by businesses on purchases of goods from outside the 
State of Missouri. By ordinance, all funds awarded by the 
Commission must benefit families and individuals with 

incomes at or below 80% of the area’s established median income. Forty percent 
of the funds must benefit families and individuals with incomes at or below 20% 
of the area’s established median income. A family of four earning $14,900 a year 
( for example) would be considered at or below 20% of the area’s established 
median income.

We also meet other needs within the community. AHC assist accessibility 
modifications for seniors and disabled community members, homeless prevention 
services that include, transitional housing and emergency shelters, financial 
assistance allocated towards home repair programs, amongst a host of other 
neighborhood revitalization movements. For example, projects funded in 2017 
include the following: 

 • 95 new homes, including single-family homes and rental homes

 •  186 home repair services, accessible home modifications for persons with 
disabilities and seniors

 • 20,519 individuals received homeless prevention and shelter services

 •   Transitional housing and services for 1,486 individuals provided by 
local organizations

 • Rent, mortgage and utility assistance for 866 households

The Commission invested over $1 million in construction projects in 2017. 
This money leveraged nearly $20 million. These projects are creating 18 single 
family homes and 195 rental homes. The positive and profound impact to our 
neighborhoods is immense. In addition to expanding the supply of affordable 
and mixed-income housing, these projects are putting vacant land to better use, 
they are breathing new life into unsafe, dilapidated buildings, they are employing 
construction workers, stabilizing neighborhoods, improving property values, and 
they are becoming vibrant centers of neighborhood life.

Most of AHC’s loans are repayable and provide affordable housing over the life 
of the unit, typically 30 years. This structure reinforces accountability, plus it 
is designed to replenish the trust fund over the life of the units. These features 
have helped the Trust Fund emerge as a powerful tool integral to the City’s 
redevelopment and reinvestment strategy.

We pledge to continue our efforts to be positive stewards of the public trust. We 
will work to support additional critical, innovative and strategic developments and 
programs in the coming years. I thank both the Affordable Housing Commission 
members and our staff for remaining diligent, dedicated and focused on achieving 
our mission. I also thank Mayor Krewson for her leadership, vision, and 
commitment to improving the quality of life for all of the individuals and families 
in the City of St. Louis.

Yours in community service,

 

April Griffin
Executive Director 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’Sreport

Support Staff
Photo from left to right: 

Sherrell Jacobs-Yancy, 
Secretary II

Loretta Hiner, 
Senior Housing Analyst

Paula R. Turner, 
Account Clerk II

Tameka Brown, 
Community Development Specialist II

Staff
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COMMISSIONERS

Derrick L. Thomas, Chair 
Home Builder 
Representative

Paula Foster 
Tenant in subsidized/rent 

assisted housing 
Representative

Lenny Jones
Healthcare 

Representative

Deanetta James 
Affordable Housing

Advocate Representative

Jamie Boyer  
At Large Representative

Gail Brown
Licensed Realtor
Representative

James Clifford 
Organized labor union 

Representative

Steven Foelsch
Disabled Community

Representative

Mayor Krewson and the City of St. Louis wish to 
thank those appointees who served the Commission 

with diligence and commitment during the time 
period covered by this report.

Thank You
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Projects
20172017

Officials break ground on the affordable and sustainable Adams Grove 
development. This nearly $12 Million development is designed to ensure 
a diverse mix of people with varied incomes will be able to afford 
living in the popular Forest Park Southeast neighborhood.  Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund dollars were invested in the new construction and 
rehabilitation of 33 buildings creating 50 new affordable units.

St. Louis was among five cities awarded a highly competitive Choice 
Neighborhoods Implementation (CNI) grant for $29.5 Million this past 
year. In St. Louis when he made the announcement, HUD Secretary 
Julian Castro called the CNI investment “game-changing” in its ability 
to “breathe new life into distressed neighborhoods and offer real 
opportunities for the families who call these communities home.”  

Construction wrapped up in late 2017 in the final phase of the North 
Sarah Apartments. This multi-phase, mixed-income community created 
189 energy-efficient affordable homes within this development phase 
of 300 new homes. This development is helping to reverse years of 
disinvestment in North Central St. Louis.   

The Nathaniel Rivers Place Apartments broke ground in the summer 
of 2017.  This $7.6 million development is creating 32 new, affordable 
permanent supported housing units serving disabled residents and their 
families.

Adams Grove 

Choice Neighborhoods 

North Sarah III 
Nathaniel Rivers Place Apartments 
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FY 2017 PROJECTS AWARDED

Agency Project/Program Name

Projected 
Number 
Homes/ 
Number 
Served Type of Service

Total 
Amount 
Awarded

Serves 
20% 

of Area 
Median 
Income?

% to 20% 
AMI

Amount to 
20% AMI

Construction/Major Rehabilitation:
C.F. Vatterott Construction Company La Saison 10 single family homes $150,000

Habitat for Humanity St. Louis Tiffany II  6 single family homes $200,000

Northside Community Housing, Inc. St Ferdinand Homes II 43 rental homes $250,000

Tim Person & Associates, LLC & Gateway Housing First, Inc. Nathaniel Rivers Place Apartments 32 rental homes $400,000

YouthBuild and Bridging Families YouthBuild Renewal Multi Family 4 rental homes $78,000

TOTAL HOMES PRODUCED: 95 $1,078,000 $0

Education and Training:

Better Family Life, Inc. Education/Financial Literacy Counseling 75 people served $50,000 Yes 40% $20,000

St. Patrick Center Housing Support Program 700 people served $137,000 Yes 100% $137,000

TOTAL EDUCATION/COUNSELING BENEFICIARIES: 775 $187,000 84% $157,000 

Education/Training & Rent/Mortgage Subsidies:

Employment Connection Project Homecoming Veterans 15 people served $18,000

TOTAL EDUCATION/TRAINING & RENT/MORTGAGE SUBSIDIES: 15 $18,000 0% $0 

Home Repairs:

Harambee Youth Training Corporation Harambee Youth Training Programs 24 home repairs $56,000

Rebuilding Together - St. Louis Major Repairs Program 12 home repairs $54,000

Riverview West Florissant Development Corp. Handy Man 150 home repairs $100,000 Yes 60% $60,000

TOTAL HOME REPAIRS: 186 $210,000 29% $60,000 

Homeless Prevention/Shelter:

BJC Behavorial Health Emergency Homeless Prevention 25 served $25,000 Yes 40% $10,000

City of St. Louis Dept. of Human Services Biddle Housing Opportunities Center 350 served $200,000 Yes 100% $200,000

City of St. Louis Dept. of Human Services Project Support 350 served $6,000 Yes 33% $2,000

City of St. Louis Dept. of Human Services Project Temporary Shelter 150 served $214,000 Yes 100% $214,000

Covenant House Missouri Crisis Program 25 served $25,000 Yes 100% $25,000

Gateway Homeless Services, Inc. dba Gateway 180 Emergency Shelter 520 served $380,000 Yes 100% $380,000

Institute for Community Alliances HMIS (Homeless Management Information System Project) 7,862 served $86,760 Yes 100% $86,760

Our Lady’s Inn Our Lady’s Inn Emergency Shelter 85 served $10,000 Yes 100% $10,000

Peter & Paul Community Services, Inc. Emergency Shelter & Allen Ave. Transitional Program 475 served $198,000 Yes 100% $198,000

St. Martha’s Hall St. Martha’s Hall 213 served $15,000 Yes 100% $15,000

St. Patrick Center Biddle Housing Opportunities Center 300 served $361,000 Yes 100% $361,000

The Women’s Safe House Homeless Prevention for Domestic Violence Victims 164 served $36,150 Yes 100% $36,150

United Way of Greater St. Louis Homeless Hotline/Telephone Coordinated Intake 10,000 served $76,801 Yes 100% $76,801

TOTAL HOMELESS PREVENTION/SHELTER: 20,519 $1,633,711 99% $1,614,711

Neighborhood Stabilization:

Northside Youth and Senior Service Center Inc. Northside Elderly and Disabled Transportation 116 served $25,000 Yes 100% $25,000

TOTAL NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION: 116 $25,000 100% $25,000

Rent/Mortgage/Utility Subsidy:

Cardinal Ritter Senior Services Senior Adults Find Encouragement (SAFE) 135 families served $22,000 Yes 100% $22,000

City Dept. of Health/Heat UP St. Louis City Wide Heating and Cooling Assistance 500 families served $155,000

Guardian Angel Settlement Assoc. Emergency Assistance Program 50 families served $45,000 Yes 40% $18,000

Missouri EnergyCare, Inc. dba EnergyCare 2014 Low Income Energy Assistance Program 68 families served $25,000

Places for People, Inc. Hope, Health and Housing Rental Assistance 14 families served $100,000 Yes 100% $100,000

SSM Health Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital Family Assistance Program 25 families served $10,000

Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis Homeless Prevention Services 74 families served $60,000 Yes 50% $30,000

TOTAL RENT/MORTGAGE/UTILITY SUBSIDY: 866 $417,000 41% $170,000

Transitional Housing:

Almost Home, Inc. Transitional Living Program 110 served $45,000 Yes 100% $45,000

Center for Women In Transition Transitional Housing for Female Ex-Offenders 50 served $36,000 Yes 100% $36,000

Community Women Against Hardship Family Support Program 600 served $88,000 Yes 34% $30,000

Criminal Justice Ministry Release to Rent Phase II 45 served $60.000 Yes 100% $60,000

Harris House Foundation Recovery with Responsibility 50 served $20,000 Yes 100% $20,000

Haven of Grace Residential Maternity Shelter 40 served $20,000 Yes 100% $20,000

Interfaith Residence (Doorways) Doorways Jumpstart 20 served $20,000 Yes 100% $20,000

Interfaith Residence (Doorways) Doorways Housing Program 291 served $202,000 Yes 100% $202,000

Peter & Paul Community Services, Inc. Benedict Joseph Labre Center 30 served $80,000 Yes 100% $80,000

St. Louis Transitional Hope House St. Louis Transitional Hope House 250 served $100,000 Yes 100% $100,000

TOTAL TRANSITIONAL HOUSING: 1,486 $681,000 91% $623,000 

Foreclosure Prevention

St. Louis Alliance for Homeownership Preservation
(four agencies)

Foreclosure Prevention/Mortgage Assistance 600 families served $100,000

TOTAL FORECLOSURE PREVENTION: 600 $100,000

GRAND TOTALS: 24,658 $4,349,711 61% $2,649,711
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2017
AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMISSION

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2017
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

Beginning Balance 7/1/16 ................................................................................................... $ 8,229,837.92

2017 Expenditures .............................................................................................................$ (5,730,682.92)

2017 Encumbrances ..........................................................................................................$ (3,902,696.76)

2017 Commitments ...........................................................................................................$ (2,614,197.29)

2017 Use Tax Revenue & Other Income ............................................................................. $ 4,781,943.19

Ending Balance 6/30/17 ......................................................................................................... $ 764,204.14

Total Investment in Affordable Housing Construction
Leveraged by Trust Fund Dollars
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Investment In
Affordable Housing Developments

The Trust Fund provides gap financing for 
affordable housing developments. This chart 
illustrates how the Trust Fund's cumulative 
investment of $28.6 million since 2003 has 
attracted more than $540 million outside dollars 
into the expansion and preservation of affordable 
housing in the City of St. Louis.

Total Investment AHC Dollars Invested In Affordable Units

, $1,078,000

Education and Counseling, 
$187,000

Education/Training & 
Rent/Mortgage Subsidies

$18,000

Neighborhood Stabilization, 
$25,000

Home Repairs, $210,000

Foreclosure Prevention, 

FY 2017 Awards Totaling $4,349,711

Homeless Prevention/Shelter, 
$1,633,711

Rent/Mortgage/Utility Subsidy,
$417,000

Transitional Housing, $681,000
$100,000

Construction/Major 
Rehabilitation
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Early on when the Commission was 
formed, it made an inspired promise to 
the people of St. Louis.  The Commission 
promised the citizens that every new home 
built with Trust Fund dollars will be useable 
to the greatest extent possible for all people.   
All new Affordable Housing Commission-
assisted homes are required to be universally 
designed.  This means the units are not 
only accessible, but all of the homes include 
features that make the homes barrier-free 
and designed for the fullest and richest living 
experience for all people, whether a disability 
is present or not.

A lot has happened since the Trust Fund 
was created.  The housing industry exploded with design and technology 
innovations to make homes more comfortable, functional and environmentally 
responsible.  While many UD features and products were originally intended 
for people with limited abilities, it wasn’t long before these smart home designs 
and innovations were in demand by the general public, after all, they benefit 
everyone who lives in the home.  For example, Universal Design requirements 
define the maximum force allowed for the operation of hardware fixtures and 
instructions to contractors to install light switches and thermostat controls 
within reach range.  It’s easy to see why these common-sense, ease-of use 
designs and products came into popular demand.

Not only does the concept of universal design affirm the rights of all people 
to decent, affordable, accessible housing, it is sustainable.  Universal design 
increases the value and the resale value of a home because UD homes appeal to a 
broader cross-section of individuals and families than non-universally designed 
housing.  Their advanced design improvements are safer and make life easier 
for everyone, they are easy to adapt for different families’ needs, and they allow 
people to age in place.  The framework of comfort, convenience, and livability 
lends stability and diversity to our neighborhoods.

The Affordable Housing Commission is co-sponsoring the Sixth Universal 
Design Summit in November 2017 at Saint Louis University.  UD 6 will bring 
industry leaders together to provide a unique educational experience showcasing 
state of the art examples of universal design as it is incorporated into homes and 
offices, neighborhoods, and the built and natural environments.

The Universal Design Summit attracts the nation’s top builders, architects, 
interior and landscape designers, planners, policymakers, developers, nonprofit 
housing organizations, code officials, public health professionals, and others.  
This biennial conference serves to open the dialogue between the best minds 
in the industry and people seeking design solutions.  It is an opportunity for 
attendees to immerse themselves in the growing body of practical knowledge it 
relates to making communities barrier-free so that all people can actively and 
independently participate in life.

A copy of AHC’s UD Requirements can be found on the Commission’s 
website at: www.affordablehousingcommissionstl.org.

Universal Design

Universal Design = Smart Sustainable Design

•  Funding targeted programs to help end chronic 
homelessness.

•  Priority consideration given for affordable 
housing projects developed within ½ mile of a 
light rail station or frequent service bus lines.

•  New AHC-assisted, single family, for-sale homes 
must be built with energy saving features. 

•  AHC-assisted, rehabilitated housing must be Lead 
Safe.  

•  New construction units must be Universally 
Designed.

•  AHC-assisted construction projects must complete 
a Sustainability Impact Statement.

•  AHC gives priority consideration to projects that 
significantly advance the City’s Sustainability Plan.

•  AHC-assisted programs, services and housing units 
advanced 147 Sustainability Plan Objectives.

Affordable Housing Commission's
201 7 Sustainability Initiatives201 7 Sustainability Initiatives

AHC Encourages Housing Providers to Track & Benchmark 
Energy efficiency improves life for all because it reduces greenhouse 

gas, eases the demand on critical utilities, and saves money. For affordable 
housing providers, it lowers operating costs and reduces reliance on 
government subsidies. Energy efficient homes allow people to control more 
of their income while living in a comfortable environment. These gains are all 
consistent with the City’s Sustainability Plan.

The Affordable Housing Commission supports programs and initiatives 
that improve energy efficiency in housing. A home’s single, largest 
controllable expense is energy. Understanding how our homes use energy 
helps homeowners, housing providers, and property managers make 
informed decisions and identify opportunities to improve energy use.

Because of the importance of energy efficiency in all buildings, this past 
year, the City passed energy benchmarking legislation targeting buildings 
with 50,000 or more square feet. It requires property owners of eligible 
buildings to track annual energy use. The ordinance instructs building owners 
to utilize Energy Star Portfolio Manager (free energy tracking software) to 
track, and calculate building energy performance, and to submit the results 
to the City. 

Any building owner (even homeowners of single-family homes) can 
utilize Energy Star Portfolio Manager free of charge. It is a secure online 
platform developed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and is 
available at: www.energystar.gov/benchmark. By tracking building energy 
performance, building owners will be able to compare results across similar 
buildings and monitor it over time.

If you have questions, you may call the City’s Energy Technical Advisor, 
who supports the City’s benchmarking efforts: 314-622-3616 or visit:  
www.stlbenchmarking.com. You are also welcome to attend benchmarking 
training sessions scheduled: www.stlbenchmarking.com/resources. 

There are other tools and resources on the market for tracking energy 
use. AHC encourages you to find the best one for your needs. Keep in mind, 
only buildings with a square footage of 50,000 or more must utilize Energy 
Star Portfolio Manager. Listed below are a few of the better known tools:

Energy Scorecards by BrightPower is a subscription service designed 
to help multi-family buildings track water and energy use. BrightPower’s 
robust dataset of comparable housing and weather data, building systems, 
and energy audits, facilitates decision making and financial planning for 
energy improvements.

www.brightpower.com: 646-780-1028

WegoWise offers an energy and water benchmarking platform that is 
transforming the way multifamily and commercial buildings leverage energy 
and water savings to increase operating income and asset value. Its platform 
helps customers achieve environmental, economic, and social sustainability 
with a strong return-on-investment. WegoWise utilizes the most extensive 
database of utility usage data to deliver comprehensive benchmarking 
and building analytics solutions. WegoWise will interface with Energy Star 
Portfolio Manager.

jelowe@wegowise.com: 617-367-9346 x 231
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Community Development Administration

The Community Development Administration (CDA) applies 
for, distributes and monitors Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG), HOME Investment Partnership (HOME), and Neighborhood 
Stabilization (NSP) funds made available through the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development. The funds are used to produce 

housing for low and moderate income 
people. During FY 2017, CDA assisted in the 
production of 107 low to moderate income 
units. Of these, 64 were rehabilitation and 43 
were new construction.

 During FY 2017, CDA issued a Notice 
of Funding Availability (NOFA) which sought 
proposals from developers for rehabilitation 
and new construction activities. A total of 291 
for-sale and rental housing units are under 
construction or in the predevelopment phase.

  Department of
Human Services

  Successful Partnerships
The Affordable Housing Commission and the City of St. Louis 

Department of Human Services have continued to partner over the years 
to plan, fund and implement a variety of programs that address the needs 
of at-risk families and homeless individuals in the City.

In August 2016, with substantial financial support from the 
Affordable Housing Commission, which provided for the renovation 
of a vacant city owned building, the City of St. Louis opened a 24 hour 
facility for homeless and at-risk individuals, known as the Biddle House 
Opportunity Center (Biddle House).

The City of St. Louis maintains ownership of the physical structure 
- Biddle House, located at 1212 13th St. Via a contract with the City 
Department of Human Services, the St. Patrick Center implements the 
services, in partnership with Peter and Paul Community Services. The 
Biddle House offer a range of day service for men, women, families and 
overnight shelter beds for Men only.

Services include on a daily basis, three meals a day for those seeking 
nourishment, indoor and outdoor seating, groups and information 
sessions, computer and phone bank usage, access to showers and staff 
operated laundry facilities, program staff to assist with client intake and 
assessment, information and referral to needed resources and navigation 
activities for those seeking housing availability and placement. During 
the evening and overnight hours one hundred one (101) emergency 
shelter beds are offered for Men only. 

The Affordable Housing Commission has also continued a small 
grant to the Department of Human Services located at 1520 Market, for 
Project Support, which assists individuals to obtain required documents 
such as birth certificates, Identification and Driver’s Licenses, so that 
individuals can apply for and secure shelter, medical care, conduct 
business and apply for available benefits. The Project Support funded 
assistance is offered at the Biddle House one day a week and appointments 
are provided for persons to come to the 1520 Market Street office of 
DHS for assistance as well. 

Not to be overlooked is the financial support that the Affordable 
Housing Commission awards to many of the City’s Homeless- Continuum 
of Care (CoC) member agencies. This financial support, requested by 
the agencies in response to the Affordable Housing Commissions Notice 
of Funding Availability (NOFA), provides the successful awardees with 
operating and other funds to support their programs for individuals and 
families. With the Affordable Housing Commission’s help, the City of 
St. Louis and the CoC have been able to leverage federal monies and 
greatly strengthen the community’s network of homeless prevention, 
shelter and housing service.

Lead Safe
    St. Louis

During FY 2017 the Building Division’s Lead Inspection 
Department conducted 344 lead hazard evaluations throughout the 
City. Of those inspections, 47% occurred because of an elevated blood-
lead level investigation, meaning that a child with lead poisoning had 
been associated with the unit. This shows that the majority (53%) of 
the referrals fell into the category of primary prevention, which is a 
positive development in that the occupants of these units have not been 
lead poisoned. These preventative inspections provide an opportunity to 
prevent lead poisoning by remediating the units now in order to protect 
current and future occupants. In addition, the Building Division under 
the Healthy Home Repair Program conducted 23 risk assessments. 
Nearly all of these were under the category of primary prevention. 

Through various City-funded initiatives, 121 housing units were 
remediated and cleared of lead hazards in FY 2017. Several funding 
sources, including the City HUD Lead Grant and the Building Division 
Lead Remediation Fund were used to accomplish the remediation of 
these units. These activities have all taken place at a time when the 
federal funding available to combat lead poisoning has been significantly 
reduced, yet the City continues to prioritize and address these issues in 
order to protect the children living in the City.

Healthy Home
Repair Program

As part of ongoing efforts to provide affordable housing to low 
and moderate income homeowners, the Healthy Home Repair Program 
continues to play a key role. The Healthy Home Repair Program seeks 
to improve the quality of owner-occupied housing by providing a 
coordinated approach to addressing health and safety issues in the home. 
As such, all scopes of work are driven by building and code compliance 
and lead hazard reduction, with the end result of a code-compliant and 
lead-safe home. The variety of funding sources in the Healthy Home 
Repair Program, which include CDBG, HOME, Affordable Housing 
Trust Funds, HUD Lead Grants, Federal Home Loan Bank, and special 
purpose funds via the non-profits that administer the program, enable 
the program to address critical housing needs of each property repaired. 
The repairs that are made in the program can often translate into 
improving the affordability of the housing unit, as quite often windows 
are replaced and other energy saving repairs are completed which should 
lower utility bills.

In addition, the program provides for priority repairs of an urgent 
need that can be addressed in a more expeditious manner. Examples of 
priority repairs include replacing a furnace during cold weather, broken 
water line, collapsed sewer lines, addressing electrical hazards, and 
replacing leaking roofs.

Program accomplishments for the Healthy Home Repair Program in 
FY 2017 include the following:

339 loans closed for low/moderate income homeowners
 • $2,153,490 committed in CDBG funds
 • $1,720,403 committed in HOME funds
 • $5,000 committed in Affordable Housing Trust Funds
 • $208,606 committed in HUD Lead Grant Funds
 •  $22,157 committed in Building Division Lead  

Remediation Funds
 • $1,400 committed in owner contributions
 • $4,111,056 committed in all funding sources

ONGOING EFFORTS OF
OTHER CITY DEPARTMENTS 
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MISSION STATEMENT
“To promote City living and neighborhood stabilization through the preservation and production of affordable,  

accessible housing and support services that enhance the quality of life for those in need.”

www.affordablehousingcommissionstl.org

CENTER FOR WOMEN IN TRANSITION 
AHC provided a grant to the Center for Women In 
Transition’s Mentoring & Advocacy program. 
In 2017, 22 women were partnered with 
mentors who provided critical guidance 
and support as they transitioned 
from the criminal justice system  
back to the community.

NORTHSIDE 
YOUTH AND 

SENIOR SERVICE 
CENTER

AHC provided funding 
for the Northside Elderly and 

Disabled Transportation program. 
AHC’s assistance subsidized the cost of 

rides for medical appointments, shopping 
and group trips for low income seniors. 

Volunteers and Youth assist with serving the 
seniors during events and activities.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Programs


