
100% Clean Energy Advisory Board 
Tuesday, June 12 

3 - 4:15 p.m. 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members Present: Rev. Rodrick Burton, Bruce Morrison, Emily Andrews, Andy Knott, 
Jenn DeRose, Mary Ries, President Lewis Reed, Reagan Nelson, Dan Siegel 
Board Members Absent: Phil Valko, Rajiv Ravulapati 
 

I. Introduction & Welcome 
A. President Reed welcomed everybody and thanked them for participating in this 

effort. He stated he had been in contact with the business community and this is 
one of the most exciting things they have been involved with. It can bring job 
growth and business growth.  

B. Everyone introduced themselves and who they represented 
1. Reagan Nelson, Interim Executive Director of the Asthma & Allergy 

Foundation of America 
2. Rev. Rodrick Burton, Pastor - New Northside Missionary Baptist Church, 

Clergy Coalition, Eccummenical Leadership Council  
3. Andy Knott - Senior Campaign Representative Sierra Club - Beyond Coal 
4. Jenn DeRose - St. Louis Earth Day Program Manager, Green Dining 

Alliance 
5. Dan Siegel - U.S. Bank - Director, Renewable Energy Investments 
6. Emily Andrews - Executive Director USGBC-Missouri Gateway Chapter, 

formally with SLACO 
7. Bruce A. Morrison - Great Rivers Environmental Law Center/NAACP 

State Conference. Will be sharing this role with Rev. Elston Mccowan of 
the City’s NAACP 

8. Mary Ries - President Reed’s Legislative Director and Chairman of the 
Committee 

C. It was noted that Phil Valko, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Sustainability 
Washington University in St. Louis, and Rajiv Ravulapati, formerly City Energy 
Project Technical Advisor, City of St. Louis Government Services Analyst  will 
also be a part of the Board and had been asked to be excused from today’s 
meeting.  

II. Housekeeping items  
A. President Reed asked that all members ensure that Mary Ries has the proper 

contact information for each member. He also asked that members let Mary know 

 



if you are not comfortable with us sharing their contact information with the other 
Advisory Board members. 

B. President Reed noted that we were waiting to hear back from the City’s Registrar 
on when she would be able to come in and officially swear in the members of the 
Advisory Board. He stated that all action items that are taken up today may have 
to be re-approved after being officially sworn in. We hope to accomplish this at 
the next meeting.  
 

III. Background of Resolution 124 
A. President Reed called upon Andy Knott, representative of Sierra Club, to give the 

background on how we got to where we are today.  
B. Andy Knott explained the national campaign by the Sierra Club called Ready for 

100. It encourages cities to move to 100% clean energy. In September, the Sierra 
Club approached President Reed about sponsoring a resolution to make St. Louis 
a part of the campaign. President Reed introduced the resolution. It had a hearing 
in the Legislation Committee of the Board of Aldermen, and it unanimously 
passed the full Board of Aldermen in October, despite Peabody Coal’s attempt to 
stop the resolution. Once passed, St. Louis became the largest midwestern city to 
adopt this plan.  

 
IV. Goal of Advisory Board  

A. President Reed asked each member to identify what their goals are for the 
committee.  

B. Bruce stated that he would like for this to align with the 5 objectives set out by the 
NAACP as a part of climate objectivity. One of which is to ensure that low 
income communities are not left behind and that we bring in good paying jobs. He 
stated that less than 1 % of the utility sector has minorities working with them. 
Another objective is for local hiring provisions to meet standards.  

C. Emily mentioned that she was formally an employee of SLACO. She said she 
believes people always think of solar panels as the only part of clean energy. She 
believes education is crucial and we need to focus on building efficiency. She 
mentioned the American Cities Climate Challenge as an initiative the City should 
participate in. She also stated that there are a lot of groups and organizations in 
the area working on similar items. It would be best to get them organized and on 
the same page.  

D. Dan would like to see how we can get Ameren as a partner in this process and 
how major initiatives in MO and legislature can help us.  

E. Jenn wants to see equity throughout the entire process. She wants to see Ameren’s 
incentive programs to low income areas take priority 
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F. Andy would like to see the process involve the most amount of people as possible 
so we can get a lot of buy in from the community. He also wants to see how we 
can leverage the wind energy available from Ameren for the City. 

G. Rev. Burton wants the process to be as inclusive as possible and address air 
quality issues in our City.  

H. Reagan would like to see clean air in St. Louis, especially because of our high 
asthma rates 

V. Technical Subcommittee Chairman - Action Item 
A. The first action of the meeting was taken up by Rev. Burton. He made a motion to 

appoint Andy Knott as the chairman of the Technical Subcommittee to the Clean 
Energy Advisory Board. Reagan Nelson seconded the motion. Motion passed by 
voice vote.  

VI. Webpage - Action Item 
A. President Reed made a motion to appoint Mary Ries and Jenn DeRose to work 

with the City’s IT Department to create a webpage for the Clean Energy Advisory 
Board. The motion was seconded by Dan Siegel and adopted by voice vote. 

 
VII. City’s Sustainability Plan  2013  

A. President Reed suggested meeting with the City’s Sustainability Department and 
the business community to begin going through some of the efforts currently 
ongoing and to get an update.  

B. President Reed suggested the next meeting we have a presentation from Catherine 
Werner of the City’s Sustainability Office to give an update on the current action 
agenda. He also suggested setting up meetings with a variety of groups in the 
business community such as - Civic Progress, Ameren, RBC, Peabody Coal, 
Regional Chamber, Downtown Partnership 

C. He also suggested an out-of-town meeting to the National League of Cities. The 
NLC is a group representing tens of thousands of cities and their legislators. They 
could help us with ideas for legislation and engage with us on sustainability 
related issues nationwide. President Reed then asked the group if there were any 
other organizations we need to meet with regarding to business.  

D. Jenn suggested the ONESTL Network, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Urban 
Chestnut, CID/SBDs, Purina 

E. Reagan suggested BJC 
F. Andy suggested Sisters of St. Mary, Labor/Jobs program, IBEW rep, Coalition for 

Black Trade, OBS 
G. Emily suggested that a lot of groups may be fatigued from asking for feedback  
H. Bruce suggested having a champion from Anheuser-Busch work with the Board. 
I. Dan suggested the first stop be with Ameren before any other meetings 
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VIII. Timeline - Suggested Timeline  
A. June - Oct. - Advisory Board and Subcommittee Meetings 

Oct - Review suggestions/results 
Nov - Draft Action Agenda written 

B. No action was taken on the suggested timeline.  
IX. Community Engagement 

A. Survey Responses 
1. Survey received over 200 entries representing 50 entities (February)  

B. President Reed asked the group to start to think about the community engagement 
portion. He mentioned Nextdoor.com as a resource to help engage and to receive 
diverse opinions. He stated that the community engagement portion is a large part 
of this process and we need to really think it through. 

C. A few groups were suggested to engage - Faith-based groups, interfaith power & 
light, SLACO, Dutchtown Neighborhood, Tower Grove, Jobs for Justice  

X. Other Cities  
A. Reagan Nelson had asked how other Cities have initiated this process. Andy 

Knott responded. He stated that most cities that are participating in Ready For 100 
already have climate action plans and sustainability plans. The City of St. Louis’s 
resolution was tailored to fit St. Louis. Most cities have gone through a process 
similar to the City of St. Louis.  

XI. Comments 
A. Dan states that we need to identify some guiding principles for the Board that will 

have an overall generational impact. 
B. President Reed reminded the Board that this Advisory Board will be able to make 

recommendations that can lead to legislative changes at the municipal level. We 
will be setting the stage for that. We have the opportunity to be one of the leaders 
in the nation on this issue. We have a platform that we can push to represent 
everybody. We need to educate people on what is available to them and how we 
can make a change for future generations.  

XII. Next Steps 
A. Next meeting, there will be a standard agenda. If you have any suggestions for the 

standard agenda, please email them to Mary Ries.  
B. Mary Ries and Jenn DeRose will draft suggestions for the webpage to be voted on 

at the next meeting  
C. Meeting schedule will be set at the next meeting. It was proposed by President 

Reed to have a meeting in two weeks, a third meeting two weeks after that and 
then move to a monthly meeting schedule.  

XIII. Adjournment 

3 



A. The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. The motion was made by Reagan Nelson 
and seconded by. Rev Burton.  
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