
CAPITAL COMMITTEE MEETING 

August 4, 2021 

3:30 p.m. 

 

In adherence to COVID 19 protocols, the meeting was held via Google Meets. The visual and 
phone links were provided in the required notifications postings. 

Members Present – Chairman Paul Payne, Rich Bradley, Judy Armstrong, LaTaunia Kenner, Ald. 
Marlene Davis, Nancy Cross 

Others Present - Edward Bess, Joan McCray, Chris Amos, Nahuel Fefer, Jarek Czernikiewicz, 
John Kohler, Jamie Wilson, Kent Flake  

Chairman Paul Payne called the meeting to order at 3:36 p.m. and introduced BPS and Streets 
Departments to present their capital needs.  

Mr. Rich Bradley, President of the Board of Public Service, introduced the scheduled presenters,  
Mr. John Kohler – Manger of the Planning Section of BPS, Jamie Wilson – Director of Streets, 
and Jarek Czernikiewicz – BPS’s Chief Design Engineer.   

Streets – Critical Needs 

Mr. Kohler presented five projects from the Critical Needs category. 

 Tucker Cycle Track – A grant was applied for and received in the amount of $1.4 million. 
The grant consists of 80% in the amount $1.1 million of Federal funds and a 20% match 
of local funds in the amount of $300 thousand.  The local match hasn’t been secured, 
which is why this project is on the critical needs list.  The design will be completed in 
2022 with construction to begin in 2023.  The project provides a two-lane separated 
parking protected cycle track from Chouteau on the south and Washington on the 
north. It will also improve curb ramps to comply with the American Disability Act (ADA).  

 Cass Avenue Streetscape Project – It provides an east/west corridor. Phase one - 1.25 
miles from Tucker to Elliot at a cost of $19 million with $15.2 million Federal funds and 
$3.8 million local match.  Phase 2 - .75 miles from Elliot to Grand at a cost of $12 million 
with $9.6 million Federal funds and $2.4 million local match. 

 Hall Street Drainage & Roadway Improvements – This project is on Modot Route H and 
will cover Adelaide to the south and Riverview to the north for 4.1 miles.  There are 
several partners involved in the project, including MSD, MODOT, SLDC, and the City of 



St. Louis. It will improve the conditions of the road which has no shoulders; it will 
improve the draining and flooding issues.  The City’s portion of the project is $6.5 
million. 

 Traffic Signal Interconnection – This project will upgrade pedestrian crossings and 
traffic signals on 2.2 miles of road from Debalivere to Vandeventer. The City’s match is 
$800,000. Mr. Payne noted that the proposal traffic signal project location had changed 
from original inventory list.  Mr. Wilson advised that upon review this location had been 
deemed a higher priority. 

In response to a question by Mr. Payne about approved funding, Mr. Kohler stated that the only 
project where funding was applied for and received was the Tucker Cycle Track. An application 
has been submitted for Congressional earmark for design of the Cass Ave project in the amount 
of $31 million but no decision has been made. Application for federal funds for the Hall Street 
project hasn’t been submitted. Funds for Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality (CMAQ) will be 
applied for in February with regards to the Traffic Management project. CMAQ funds can be 
applied for annually with a $20 match. 

Jamie Wilson, Streets Director, discussed the need to repair streets that haven’t been repaired 
in a while. There are seven (45 miles) arterial streets that are in serious need of repair at a cost 
of $14 million.   Mr. Shepard inquired about list of arterials for paving and whether they 
included any state routes.   Ald. Davis stated interest in separate discussion on impact of utility 
cuts on paved streets.  Mr. Wilson also discussed street lighting. In recent years LED lights, 
which are more cost efficient, using energy grants. The project is nearly 65% completed. To 
complete it, the department is seeking $4.2 million to purchase and install the LED lights. The 
department is also seeking to replace aging vaults in the downtown area and is requesting $2 
million.    

ADA AND BRIDGES PROJECT 

Jarek Czernikiewicz gave a presentation on the ADA Transition Plan. Phase 1 of the plan will be 
completed by the Fall of 2021.  Phase 2 consists of parking spaces and pathways to City Hall, 
accessible pathways to elementary schools, senior centers, and polling places. It will eliminate 
barriers to City parks and improve access to bus routes at a cost of $2 million.  

 BRIDGES – The City owns 74 of the bridges within City Limits. Three of the bridges 
(Compton over Mill Creek Rail yard, Lindell and Union over Forest Park Parkway, Lindell and 
Union over Metrolink) are listed for replacement at a total cost of $7,600,000.  Nine of the 
bridges are listed for critical repairs for a total cost of $2,795,000.  The cost of bridges with 
other needs is $14,150,000. In total the cost of replacement and repairs is $24, 545,000. Mr. 



Kohler is hoping St. Louis will benefit from the Federal Infrastructure stimulus bill that can be 
used towards the bridge projects.   

 

Mr. Payne concluded general discussion by noting the next scheduled Capital meeting will focus 
on the capital needs of Public Safety. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:27 p.m.  


