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MINUTES 
FIREFIGHTERS’ RETIREMENT PLAN 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2021 

 
Via-ZOOM Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83045918317 
Meeting ID: 830 4591 8317 

One tap mobile 
+16465588656,83045918317# US (New York) 

+13017158592,,83045918317# US (Germantown) 
 
 
 

Regular Meeting pursuant to call 
Trustees met at 1:30 p.m, 
 
Present: John Costello, Chairman, Beverly Fitzsimmons, Nevena Chamov, Larry 

Reinecke, Paul Payne, Trustees; Sylvia Donaldson, Secretary 
 

Also present: Janice Fairless, Tammika Johnson, and Jimmie Hossain 
Firefighters’ Retirement Plan; Lori Jones, Thompson Coburn; Barry Bryant, Steve 
Roth Dahab; Joe Brown, City of St. Louis Communications Division. 
 

Excused: Harvey Citerman, Alexis Silsbe, City Counselor. 
 
 
Chairman Costello called the meeting to order at 1:33 pm. 
 
. 
 
Pursuant to the Election Rules, the Chairman called on Gina Cochran from KEB who was in the 
Plan’s office to present the election results. 
 
Ms. Cochran reviewed the results: 629 Ballots mailed, 206 ballots received by U.S. Mail prior to 
close of the election.  Six ballots rec3eived after close of election and automatically considered 
null and void.  One ballot was hand delivered and was considered null and void.  Six ballots 
returned by US Mail “return to sender”.   203 of the 206 ballots were valid.  Three were null and 
void: one had two people selected then one scratched off, one had the unique identifier scratched 
off, one of the envelops did not contain a ballot, but a change of address form. 
Result:  129 votes out of 203 valid votes for Jeff Glorioso. 
 
Discussion followed.  Trustee Payne asked for a printed copy of the election results. Ms. Cochran 
held up a sealed envelope and provided it to Mrs. Fairless. She offered to e-mail a copy to the 
Board once she returned to her office. 
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The Chairman called for a vote to certify the election results; 
 

Trustee Payne moved to certify and approve Jeff Glorioso as the winner of the 
Election motion seconded by Trustee Fitzsimmons and carried by a 4-0 roll call 
vote of all Trustee present. 

 
Trustee Chamov joined the meeting immediately after the vote and the Chairman reviewed the 
results with her.  
 
The Chairman then asked Sylvia Donaldson to introduce herself.  Mrs. Donaldson is the interim 
Director of Personnel and as that she is the Plan’s secretary until the permanent director is named. 
 
Trustee Reinecke asked the Board who writes the minutes of the meetings and how is it decided 
what to include.  Mrs. Fairless says she is the author of the minutes and she tries to capture the 
highlights of the meeting and the minutes are not intended to capture the entire meeting verbatim 
 
 
The Chairman presented the minutes of the November 18, 2021 meeting and called for discussion.   
 

Trustee Reinecke moved to approve the Minutes of November 18, 2021 as 
presented.  Motion seconded by Trustee Payne and carried by a 5-0 roll call vote of 
all Trustees present. 
 

 
The Chairman then called on Mr. Bryant to present the Update on the Plan’s investments.  Mr. 
Roth was on a plane coming home from Michigan and unable to attend the meeting. 
Mr. Bryant discussed the economy noting unemployment is low and wages are up. He praised the 
Plan for sticking with Zoom meetings as in many places including New York where he is located 
COVID cases are soaring. Our bond manager, Garcia Hamilton reported to him over half the office 
is out sick with COVID. COVID continues to slow the economy getting back to normal.  The Plan 
was at 3% for the quarter-to-date (QTD) compared to the shadow index at 1.5%. The numbers for 
the month-to-date (MTD) showed -1.3% compared to -2.2% for the shadow index.  Market value 
was at $146,079,903 compared to $147,920,569 for October. (Attachment 1) The Plan’s 
investments performed well compared to the shadow index with everyone outperforming the 
Shadow Index for the quarter. Real Estate returned 6.3% MTD and 7.8% for the QTD.  Argent 
(Mid-Cap) is at 7.1% QTD compared to 2.3% for the Russell Mid Cap. 
 
 

The Chairman called for a motion.    Trustee Payne moved to accept the November 
preliminary report as presented. Motion seconded by Trustee Fitzsimmons and 
carried by a 5-0 roll call vote of all Trustees present.  
 

 
Next the Chairman asked Mrs. Fairless about the revised Retirement benefit. Mrs. Fairless note 
she had failed to apply a Cost of Living adjustment to Firefighter Mark Dildine’s benefit last 
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month which impacted both his DROP balance and monthly benefit which has now been 
corrected.  (Attachment 3) 
 

Trustee Payne moved to approve the Retirement Benefit and DROP refund for 
Firefighter Mark Dildine as presented. Motion seconded by Trustee Reinecke and 
carried by a 5-0 roll call vote of all Trustees present. 

 
 
Next the Chairman asked for the DROP Withdrawal request. Mrs. Fairless noted one retiree has 
requested a $10,000 withdrawal from their DROP account (Attachment 3).  Discussion followed 
with the Chairman asking if it was necessary to approve a member’s request for his own funds.  
Mrs. Fairless explained since the Plan would be issuing a check to a member she would like to 
see the Board’s approval on the disbursement. 
 

Trustee Fitzsimmons moved to accept the DROP withdrawal as presented. Motion 
seconded by Trustee Payne and carried by a 5-0 roll call vote of all Trustees 
present. 
 
 

The Chairman then presented the six requests to enter the DROP:  Battalion Chief Wayne 
Killingsworth, Captains Bryan Radley, James Dietrich, and Thomas McLaughlin, and Privates 
Marcel St. Pierre, and Derrick Brown. 
 

Trustee Reinecke moved to approve the DROP benefits as presented. Motion 
seconded by Trustee Payne and carried b a 5-0 roll call vote of all Trustees 
present. 
 

 
The Chairman moved on to the next order of business. He presented two requests for refunds of 
contributions from Marquise Hayes, and one from Michael Kerckhoff. (Attachment 5) 
Discussion followed.  It was noted Firefighter Kerckhoff requests payment after January 1, and 
Firefighter Hayes ends his legal action with this refund. 
 

 
 
 
Trustee Fitzsimmons moved to accept the refunds of contributions for Firefighters 
Marquis Hayes and Michael Kerckhoff as presented. Motion seconded by Trustee 
Chamov and carried by a 5-0 roll call vote of all Trustees present. 

 
 
The Chairman then moved on to the request for death benefits.  Mrs. Fairless noted retiree 
Joseph Ross died last week. (Attachment 6). This request would stop FF Ross’ disability 
payment and begin the surviving spouse’ benefit.  This request is pending payment upon receipt 
of the death certificate.  Mrs. Fairless confirmed receipt of the Marriage license of retiree Joseph 
Ross.  The Board acknowledged Firefighter Ross noting he was a great guy. 



4 
 

 
Trustee Reinecke moved to approve the death benefits as presented. Motion 
seconded by Trustee Fitzsimmons and carried by a 5-0 roll call vote of all 
Trustees present. 

 
The Chairman then asked for the report of Legal Fees to date.  Mr. Hossain prepared a 
spreadsheet reflecting legal fees since the City hired private counsel, Thompson Coburn to assist 
the Plan. Since July, the Plan has been billed $12,735.26.  Approximately $3,000, was due to 
day-to-day legal questions including handling of divorce subpoenas, and sunshine law questions 
surrounding reporting of disabilities. The remainder is due to activities associated with handling 
the recent lawsuit. 
 
The Chairman then noted the final list of Pre-approved travel from last month was included in 
the monthly packets.   
 
Next the Chairman noted accounts are being updated to remove Mr. Frank from them.  Ms. 
Donaldson replaces him until a new Director is named.  
 
The Chairman then asked Mrs. Fairless to comment on the Accounting Software item on the 
agenda.  Mrs. Fairless noted IT is exploring new Accounting Sofware to be used exclusively by 
the Plan.  Since the Plan’s inception the Plan has been sharing software under licenses issued to 
the Employees Retirement System and it may be time for the Plan to have their own software. 
FRS and PRS currently use Quickbooks, which is one of the many packages being considered. 
No action is being asked for at this point in time. This was meant to keep the BOT informed. 

 
At 2:09 pm the Chairman called for a Motion to enter Closed Session and that all records and 
votes, to the extent permitted by law, pertaining to or resulting from this closed meeting session 
be closed under Section 610.021, Subsection 1, RSMo., for the purpose of the discussion of legal 
actions, causes of action or litigation involving a public governmental body and any confidential 
or privileged communications between a public governmental body or its representatives and its 
attorneys; and Section  610.021, Subsection (5), RSMo., nonjudicial mental or physical health 
proceedings involving identifiable persons, including medical, psychiatric, psychological, or 
alcoholism or drug dependency diagnosis or treatment. 
 

Trustee Reinecke moved to go into closed session.  Motion seconded by Trustee 
Fitzsimmons and carried by a 5-0 roll call vote of all Trustees.  
 

Returned from Closed Session 2:26 pm. 
 
The Chairman noted no motions coming out of closed session. 
 
The Chairman then confirmed the meeting dates for the next two meetings:  January 27th at 1:30 
pm, and February 25 at 1:30.  Both are scheduled as ZOOM meetings. 
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The Chairman called for any further business.   There being no further business, the Chairman 
called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Trustee Reinecke moved to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Trustee  
Payne and carried by a 5-0 roll call vote of all Trustees Present. 

 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
APPROVED AT 1 28 2022 BOT MEETING-signed copies will be on file in FRP office 
 
_______________________   _____________________ 
John Costello, Chairman   Date 

 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________   _______________________  
Sylvia Donaldson, Secretary   Date 
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