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Important Phone Numbers 
Area Code (314) Unless Specified 

Department of Health Main Number  .............................................................................612-5100 

Citizens’ Service Bureau (complaints/compliments)  ....................................................622-4800 

Communicable Disease Control  ....................................................................................612-5289 

HIV/AIDS Care  .................................................................................................657-1532 

Tuberculosis Control  .........................................................................................612-1400 

Medical Records (Hepatitis, Immunization, Lead, & Treatment) ......................657-1447 

Emergency Preparedness and Response .........................................................................657-1546 

Environmental Health Services ......................................................................................657-1539 

Animal Control ...................................................................................................657-1500 

Shelter - Animal Care Center .............................................................................612-5310 

Food Control/Permits and Community Sanitation .............................................657-1539 

Health Promotions, Education, and Marketing ...............................................................657-1480 

Women, Children, and Adolescent Health .....................................................................657-1518 

Lead Program ......................................................................................................657-1456 

Maternal Child Health Program ..........................................................................657-1458 

School Health Services .......................................................................................657-1518 

Show Me Healthy Women Program ........................................................... 866-726-9926 
 

 

Joint Board of Health and Hospital 
 

 

Prior to the spring of 1867 the sanitary condition of 

St. Louis was entrusted to a committee of the Board 

of Aldermen called the Board of Health. During the 

1868 Missouri Legislative Session the General 

Assembly adopted an act called "An act for the 

preservation of the public health of St. Louis." This 

act created the Board of Health as a co-ordinate 

branch of city government. 

 

"The Board of Health cannot please everybody. 

That would be incompatible with its duties, which 

should tend only to the public good, the 

preservation of life, health, and the fair fame of our 

city as regards to health and salubrity."  

 

John T. Hodgen, M.D. 

President Board of Health 

From the First Annual report of the St. Louis Board 

of Health (1868) 

 

Current Board Members 
 

Will Ross, MD, MPH – Chairman 
 

Timothy D. McBride, PhD - Vice Chairman 
 

Rhonda BeLue, PhD 
 

Keon L. Gilbert, DrPH, MA, MPA 
 

Khaleelah Green 
 

Justine Craig-Meyer, CFRE 
 

Susan Kendig, MSN, JD, WHNP-BC, FAANP 
 

Paul Lee, DC 
 

Alma Poljarevic, PhD, LMFT, PPC 
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Administration 
Jeanine S. Arrighi, MS, MPPA, Acting 

Commissioner/Director of Health 
 

Funding for the City of St. Louis Department of 

Health originates from two primary sources: the 

City of St. Louis and state/federal grants. 

 

The Department’s Fiscal Year 2018 divisions 

received a portion of $12,049,232, made available 

from the Local Use Tax Funds. These funds are 

divided into the following: Health 

Commissioner’s office, Communicable Disease 

Control, Animal Care and Control, Environmental 

Health Services, Family/Community/School 

Health, and the Health Care Trust Fund.  

 

 

 

St. Louis Regional Community Health 

Improvement Plan (CHIP) 
 

In 2014, both the City of St. Louis and Saint Louis County adopted a Community Health Improvement Plan 

(CHIP) for the respective jurisdictions. The City of St. Louis CHIP ran from 2014-2017, while the Saint 

Louis County CHIP is scheduled to end in 2019. However, in 2017, a decision was made to create a regional 

CHIP that includes both St. Louis City and County, as public health issues in the region do not recognize 

or respect government divisional lines. The five action teams below are the areas this regional CHIP will 

emphasize its focus to improve the region’s health.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
Budget by Division 

Budget 

FY2018 

700 Director, Health and Hospitals $0 

710 Health Commissioner 1,654,238 

711 Communicable Disease Control 1,932,098 

714 Animal Care and Control 1,200,317 

715 Environmental Health Services 1,395,362 

719 Family/Community/School Health 867,217 

737 Health Care Trust Fund 5,000,000 
   

 Local Use Tax Fund $12,049,232 
 General Fund 0 
   

 General & Local Use Tax Funds $12,049,232 

Access to Care and Social 

Services Action Team 

Behavioral Health Action 

Team 

Chronic Disease Prevention 

and Management Team 

Violence Prevention 

Action Team 

Maternal Child, Family, 

and Sexual Health Team 
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Communicable Disease Control  
Serves as catalyst for change and leadership for the prevention and care of communicable diseases 

Tuberculosis (TB)  

Over 1,500 patients served at the TB Clinic and over 2,500 directly observed treatments provided which helped 

reduced the public’s exposure to TB.  

 

HIV/AIDS – Sexually Transmitted Illness (STI)  

Over 3,000 HIV tests performed, 175 condom distribution 

sites engaged with the public to help reduce STIs and 

HIV/AIDS, over 350,000 condoms distributed throughout 

the region, and Stlcondoms.com grew from 200 visits per 

month to 600 visits per month providing another resource for 

individuals looking for access to prevention efforts to reduce 

the risk of STIs and HIV/ AIDS.  

 

Stroll Care Outreach  

Commercial Sex workers initiative developed to improve the quality of life of women and transgendered 

individuals. Services provided to these target populations on south Broadway and south Grand stroll areas include 

HIV, Hepatitis C, and STI testing, distribution of safe sex kits and personal hygiene bags, needle exchange, and 

referrals for other health care services. 

 

Women, Children, and Adolescent Health 
Educates men, women and child caregivers on health-related concerns 

Children’s Safety 

WCAH staff met with 14 auto body shops to promote Child Passenger Safety. 

197 child care centers received education and handouts. Safe sleep techniques 

discussed through an interview on STL Live (city government cable channel). 

Violence/Trauma program developed for 3-6 year olds and their families. 

 

Lead safety 

Lead test samples collected from 1,219 children. Staff conducted 13 lead safe classes 

to 217 citizens on ways to avoid lead poisoning. 451 lead safety consultations by 

telephone provided, and 263 homes referred for lead hazard inspections. 784 families 

received lead case management through the lead safety program.  

  

24,000 
school immunization 

reports audited 

600 
people trained for 

CPR/First Aid 



 

 

 

 

5 

Environmental Health Services  
Protects people from environmental hazards and disease through effective and efficient prevention and treatment efforts 

 

Air Pollution Control 

Developed Board Bill 86 to re-establish air pollution control 

programs around asbestos and air pollution nuisances; passed into 

law July 2017 as Ordinance 70607. Established two Air Pollution 

Inspector II positions. These developments will bring more local 

attention and oversight to air pollution concerns in the City.  

 

Animal Control  

Shelter services outsourced through an MOU with Stray Rescue, which allows 

the Animal Control program to focus their attention on field services, reducing 

the number of dangerous and potentially dangerous dogs at large in the City.  

 

Community Sanitation  

Inspected 96% of the 358 Clinton Peabody housing development units leading 

to a mediation agreement with the St. Louis Housing Authority to institute 

integrated pest management and reduce the prevalence of pest infestation and 

other sanitation issues in the housing complex. 

 

Food Control 

Increased revenue by six percent by use of fines established in the Food Code Ordinance. 

Food establishments are made aware of the significance of critical violations and efforts to 

ensure that food is safe in the City.  

 

Emergency Preparedness 

Emergency Preparedness staff participated in four emergency related exercises and four real events (weather and 

civil unrest related). Staff also coordinated with other city agencies to educate the public on emergency 

preparedness and resiliency.  

 

Vector Control 

Staff introduced Integrated Pest Management (IPM) techniques as an 

approach to reducing the use of chemical fogging in the City of St. Louis.  
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Government Services Analyst 
Coordinates with local and regional elected officials to improve public health programs 

 

Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) 

After legislation passed in 2016 to create a PDMP, the City of St. Louis began collaboration with Saint Louis 

County to contribute to the electronic database that monitors the prescribing and dispensing of schedule II-IV 

controlled substances. Authorized users can access prescription data such as medications dispensed and doses 

 

Missouri Opioid Summit – St. Louis 

The Department, with assistance from regional 

partners, hosted the final of nine Missouri Opioid 

Summits held statewide. The event occurred on 

December 5, 2017, on the Washington University 

School of Medicine campus.  

 

Regional Community Health Assessment 

Public health leaders from the city and county health departments, and the area hospital systems met to establish 

a Community Health Assessment for the St. Louis region. This effort resulted in creating a regional Community 

Health Improvement Plan, which will begin in 2018 with a Regional Planning and Leadership Group. 

 

Partnership for a Healthy St. Louis data dashboard 

Access to public health and well-being data increased through 

ThinkHealthSTL.org. This data dashboard presents information from St. Louis 

City, Saint Louis County, as well as some information about best practices.  

 

City Executive Order 58 – Healthy Vending 

Mayor Francis Slay signed Executive Order 58 in April 2017 to increase the availability of healthy eating options 

at City owned and operated buildings and facilities. To ensure healthy food and beverage choices are affordable, 

food and beverages which meet food and nutrition standards must be priced at least 20% less per ounce that the 

per ounce price of any other food sold through the same means that doesn't meet the food and nutrition standards. 

Beverage machines must also follow applicable standards when they are available. 

 

Urban Farming 

Worked with legislative proponents to achieve workable, innovative legislation for urban farming. Ordinance 

70608, effective August 27, 2017 establishes common sense and enforceable rules for the sale of vegetables, eggs 

and other farm products from people's property in the city. This ordinance is designed to help those working to 

reduce food deserts within the city and make more wholesome foods available in their community. 
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Health Promotions, Education, and Marketing 
Promotes public health initiatives through traditional and web-based marketing campaigns for the Department 

 

Public Information 

The communications team produced 18 press releases, including a Regional Influenza release with health 

departments from the St. Louis metro area. Interviews for STL-TV YouTube presentations were coordinated.  

 

Social Media 

Staff maintains a Facebook page and Twitter profile to communicate with followers and amplify public health 

messaging from other agencies, i.e. the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, and the National Weather Service. The Department had 460 Twitter followers and 289 Facebook 

page likes at the end of 2017. 

 

Nutrition Services 

Held 3rd annual Let’s Move STL Flash Mob with more 

than 16,300 Saint Louis Public School students, staff, and 

area community members participating. Staff maintained 

the Let’s Move St. Louis website and e-newsletter with 

522 subscribers. Held 14 cooking classes with 

children/parents, and six cooking classes with seniors.  20 

cooking demonstrations presented.  

 

Small Changes for Health 

The Small Changes for Health program is a virtual (web) program where 

participants receive weekly information on ways to add healthy habits slowly 

into their routine. This includes exercise information and healthy eating 

changes. 570 people participated in the program in 2017, and 1,000 emails 

received the weekly e-blasts.  

 

Community Outreach 

Staff attended 24 health fairs to present materials and education, 

participated in two city-community focused PIER (Prevention-

Intervention-Enforcement-Re-Entry) events, six community 

walk/run events, and one Twitter chat with the American Heart 

Association. 
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Public Health Issue – Influenza 
Overall analysis of the October 2017-May 2018 Influenza Season 

 

The City of St. Louis reported 4,118 cases of influenza from October 1, 2017 to May 19, 2018. Of those cases, 

2,849 were determined to be influenza A, 1,267 were influenza B, and two were not typed. Five deaths were 

associated with influenza this flu season.  

 

Influenza A was the predominant strain in the City of St. Louis at the beginning of the 2017-2018 season. 

Starting in week 6 (November 5-11, 2017), influenza B became predominant, which followed the national trend. 

The 25-49 year age group saw the highest percentage (23%) of influenza cases in the City of St. Louis. The next 

highest percentage (20%) was in the 50-64 year age group. 

 

Influenza activity in the City of St. Louis peaked during week 14 of the reporting period (December 31, 2017- 

January 6, 2018). The City of St. Louis Department of Health conducts surveillance for influenza-like illness 

each year between the beginning of October and the end of May.  

 

Public Health Issue – Lead Poisoning 
Comprehensive analysis of blood lead level screening results in City of St. Louis children 

Childhood lead poisoning is a persistent problem in the City of St. Louis. Lead poisoning is a preventable 

environmental health hazard, and it’s the role of the City of St. Louis Department of Health to promote and 

assure that St. Louis children receive appropriate, adequate, and timely preventative health care and have a safe, 

healthy home environment. 

 

Approximately 11,610 (48%) of the 24,120 children under the age of six who live in the City of St. Louis 

received screenings for lead poisoning in 2017. Testing in 2017 revealed 678 cases of childhood lead poisoning 

in the city and 422 (62%) cases were new cases. Those 422 cases were children who had never been tested or 

previously tested below the blood level threshold for lead poisoning. 

 

Preventing exposure to lead is the preferred remedy to protect children from lead poisoning. Education plays a 

key role in prevention, as well as reducing the health risks associated with lead; infant mortality, obesity, teen 

pregnancy, violence, and drug usage. Awareness of City of St. Louis programs including blood lead level testing 

at the Department of Health and residential lead inspections for homes with a child under the age of six or with a 

pregnant woman are key parts of education. The Department of Health’s complete 2018 Childhood Lead 

Poisoning Report is available online at  

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/health/documents/Reports-and-Data.cfm 
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Public Health Issue – Asthma 
Awareness plays a key role to improve daily lives of those suffering 

Asthma is a chronic inflammatory disorder of the airways of the lungs. It is characterized by recurrent attacks of 

breathlessness and wheezing. These symptoms vary in severity and frequency from person to person. 

 

Asthma is increasing in prevalence. It attacks all age groups, but often starts in childhood. In 2015, an estimated 

7.8% of the U.S. population had asthma. In the City of St. Louis, 11.2% of children, and 9.9% of adults in 2014 

lived with asthma.  

 

The Department of Health promotes asthma awareness across home, school (including daycare), and health care 

settings and outreach programs. The department educates the community on environmental triggers and action 

plans that can greatly help those who suffer from asthma. 

 

Public Health Issue – Clemens Mansion Fire 
Asbestos concerns following large mansion fire 

In the early morning hours of July 12, 2017, St. Louis firefighters responded to a multi-alarm fire at 1849 Cass 

Avenue, known as the “Clemens House.” By request of the Department of Health, the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) conducted a Health Impact Assessment in the neighborhood surrounding the structure. It 

included air monitoring to determine if airborne asbestos was present. Results from the air monitoring showed 

any possible amount of asbestos was less than the limit of the detection method.  

 

Representatives from the EPA, City of St. Louis Mayor Lyda Krewson, and representatives from the 

Department of Health (including then Acting Director/Commissioner Melba R. Moore) met with the community 

on July 20, 2017, to discuss the air monitoring findings and any health-related questions. The Department of 

Health posted new information online in the days following the fire to keep the community updated. Demolition 

of the Clemens House remains was expected to be completed in early 2018.  

 

Public Health Issue – Park Avenue Warehouse Fire 
Second large scale fire gives opportunity to use lessons learned 

On November 15, 2017, a fire engulfed a warehouse located at 3900 Park Avenue. After consulting with the St. 

Louis Fire Department, the lead agency responding to the fire, the Department of Health requested the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) respond to collect and test samples for asbestos. EPA representatives 

collected 80 samples, of which 77 showed no signs of asbestos in neighborhoods south and southeast of the 

warehouse location. Three samples collected within 50 feet of the warehouse structure tested positive for 

asbestos. During the same time, DOH Epidemiologists contacted hospitals regarding emergency care related to 

the fire. Nothing unusual was reported.  
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Neighborhood P.I.E.R. Events 

Prevention – Intervention – Enforcement – Re-entry 

 

Crime in the City of St. Louis is a growing public health concern. The St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department 

recorded 205 homicides in 2017. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found people who survive 

violence can suffer physical, mental, and/or emotional health problems throughout the rest of their lives.  

 

The City of St. Louis P.I.E.R. Plan is a holistic approach to 

reducing crime by focusing its strategies on Prevention, 

Intervention, Enforcement, and Reentry. Two events looked 

to strengthen community resiliency by providing direct 

access to city agencies and community partners for residents 

in neighborhoods at high risk for violence. 

 

The first event was held June 3, 2017, at Marquette Park Recreation Center in association with the opening of 

the center’s pool for the summer. 27 vendors provided information and services to 51 attendees over four hours. 

The event included performances by the St. Louis Story Stitchers, an artist ensemble dedicated to gun violence 

prevention and promotion of civic pride.  

 

51 safe sex kits and health screenings were performed as part of the event, and a vendor distributed 25 gun 

locks. The event also helped kick-off the Department of Health’s partnership in the “Pool Safely” national 

public education campaign to encourage everyone to be safe and watch the water when swimming to reduce the 

number of drownings in swimming pools.  

 

The second event occurred on August 12, 2017, in Gregory J. Carter Park, in partnership with the Greater 

Pentecostal Church of God (GPCG)’s 18th annual Community Day event. 30 vendors welcomed 84 attendees for 

the six-hour event. Elected officials, city and state agency representatives, the St. Louis Fire Department and St. 

Louis Metropolitan Police Department were also on hand to meet and educate the community on their respective 

efforts to better St. Louis.  

 

40 referrals were made for STI testing, and 28 gun locks were handed out to participants. The St. Louis Story 

Stitchers performed, as did a marching band. GPCG arranged for face-painting, bounce houses, and games. The 

church also held a clothing drive as part of its portion of the event to give back to the community following the 

festivities.  

 

The Department of Health is dedicated to having a visible presence in underserved, vulnerable populations and 

welcomes further collaborative ventures that will amplify its efforts in the community.   
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City of St. Louis Department of Health 

1520 Market, Suite 4051, St. Louis, Missouri 63103 

Phone: (314) 612-5100  |  Fax: (314) 612-5105 

www.stlouis-mo.gov/health  |  www.facebook.com/CityofSTLDOH/  |  twitter.com/CityofSTLDOH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice Under the Americans With Disabilities Act 

If you require any reasonable modifications or auxiliary aids and services for effective communication because 

of a disability, call (314) 657-1480 or email health@stlouis-mo.gov 48 hours in advance. 


