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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 75 
MAYOR TISHAURA O. JONES 

ESTABLISHING CITY OF ST. LOUIS REPARATIONS COMMISSION 
 

Establishing a community-driven commission to assess the history of slavery, segregation 
and other race-based harms in the City of St. Louis; explore the present-day manifestations 
of that history; and, ultimately, recommend a proposal to begin repairing the harms that 
have been inflicted.  
 
WHEREAS, centuries of American slavery, segregation, racism, racial capitalism and injustice 
have reinforced a racial hierarchy that remains in place to this day; and 

WHEREAS, a growing tapestry of equity based analyses — books, exhibitions, studies, reports, 
consent decrees and more — have shed light on the unique role that St. Louis has played in the 
development of racially exploitative practices and structures; and 

WHEREAS, these works document in detail a long history of racialized exclusion, extraction, 
and violence that has led to St. Louis becoming one of the most segregated and racially 
inequitable major cities in the nation; and  
 
WHEREAS, in order to address these challenges, we must start by recognizing that extreme 
racial disparities are not natural or inevitable, but are instead a function of public policy and 
political will; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in America (N’COBRA) defines 
reparations as: “A process of repairing, healing and restoring a people injured because of their 
group identity and in violation of their fundamental human rights by governments, corporations, 
institutions and families,” and 
  
WHEREAS, reparations at the international level are quite common, and there are also United 
States examples of reparations paid at the national, state and local level; and 
 
WHEREAS, the United States paid reparations to Japanese Americans after interning 
approximately 120,000 Japanese people during World War II, and Florida paid $3.4 million in 
reparations to the survivors of the Rosewood Massacre; and 
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WHEREAS, Chicago provided comprehensive reparations to police torture survivors as a result 
of years-long sustained organizing by Chicago activists, and in March 2021, Evanston, Illinois 
approved reparations for Black residents who have been harmed by discriminatory housing 
practices and the City’s inaction; and 
 
WHEREAS, reparations raise a wide range of difficult and challenging questions which can 
only be answered pursuant to a robust public dialogue; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Reparations Commission reflecting the diversity of our city along range of 
criteria (race, gender, socio-economic status, geography, age, among others) can serve as an 
inclusive forum for such difficult conversations; and 
 
WHEREAS, commission members should approach their work not simply as policy 
entrepreneurs, but as facilitators responsible for guiding a process designed to include a wide 
range of perspectives and experiences into transformation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the community-driven process and working groups modeled by the Ferguson 
Commission showed us an experiment in inclusive democracy, and the commission should 
endeavor to model its engagement and public conversation similarly; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE I, TISHAURA O. JONES, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS, 
DO HEREBY DECLARE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: 
 

I. Establishment: There is hereby established a City of St. Louis Reparations Commission. 
The City of St. Louis Reparations Commission shall be composed of nine members, to be 
appointed by the Mayor.  

II. Membership: All members will be residents of the City of St. Louis.  
A. Civil Rights Advocate: At least one member of the Reparations Commission shall 

be an employee or representative of a recognized civil liberties advocacy 
organization. 

B. Attorney: At least one member of the Reparations Commission shall be a licensed 
attorney. 

C. Clergy: At least one member of the Reparations shall be an ordained member of 
the faith community.  

D. Academic: At least one member of the Reparations Commission shall be a 
professor at a local college or university. 

E. Public Health: At least one member of the Reparations Commission shall be a 
physician, physician’s assistant, licensed practical nurse, registered nurse licensed 
to practice in the State of Missouri or equally qualified public health professional 
licensed to practice in the State of Missouri 
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F. Youth: At least one member of the Reparations Commission shall be between the 
ages of fifteen and eighteen at the time of their nomination. 

G. The remaining three members shall be residents of the City of St. Louis selected 
according to their experience developing, advocating for and implementing social 
justice initiatives, facilitating public dialogue, and communicating new and 
challenging ideas.  

III. Mandate, Meetings, Rules, Policies & Procedures:  
A. The Reparation Commission’s mandate shall be to explore the history of race-

based harms in the city; reveal the present-day manifestations of that history; and, 
ultimately, propose a method and potential funding resources for directly 
repairing the harms that have been inflicted. The commission shall explore not 
just the socio-economic and political evidence but also engage the moral, legal 
and historical evidence for various claims to reparations and redistributive justice.  

B. The Reparations Commission shall hold its first public meeting no later than forty 
five (45) days following its appointment, and shall hold public meetings on a 
monthly basis thereafter.  

C. The Reparations Commission is an advisory body under Section 610.010(4)(e) of 
the Missouri Sunshine Law and its meetings shall be open to the public, provided, 
however, that the Reparations Commission may vote to close a meeting as may be 
permitted by law pursuant to  section 610.021 of the Missouri Sunshine Law. 

D. The Mayor shall designate staff to serve as liaison for the City of St. Louis 
Reparations Commission, and such staff will assist the Commission as necessary, 
including providing assistance with its organizational needs and member 
recruitment.  

E. The Reparations Commission shall, with the advice of the City Counselor, 
prepare and adopt necessary rules, policies and procedures for the conduct of their 
business and shall conduct themselves in accordance therewith. 

F. The Reparations Commission shall, in its selection of  officers and  making 
recommendations to the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen, and  in any other 
action, act  by majority vote of the voting members of the commission.  

G. The Reparations Commission, in addition to the advisory work set forth in this 
Order, may have other duties as imposed by any Ordinance or Ordinances of the 
City of St. Louis. 

H. In order to fulfill its mandate, the Reparations Commission shall solicit input from 
the public and from experts, and release a draft recommendation for public 
comment before finalizing its recommendations.  

IV. This Executive Order shall be effective immediately pursuant to its terms. 
 
AND IT IS SO ORDERED.  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I HAVE HEREUNTO SET MY HAND AND CAUSED TO BE 
AFFIXED THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS, this 7th day of December, 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of St. Louis 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________  
MAYOR TISHAURA O. JONES  
 
 
 
 
Attest:  
 
 
 
_____________________________________________  
REGISTER, AMBER BOYKINS SIMMS 
 
 

 


