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Appendix 7: Resources

The websites below offer the reader only a primer in the numerous charter school
technical resources available. This list is in no way exhaustive.

General Technical Resources

Mayor’s Charter School Website
http://stlcin.missouri.org/education/charter.cfm.

Provides answers to frequently asked questions about charters in St. Louis and
offers general information for applicants and the general public.

St. Louis Census Data
http://stlouis.missouri.org/census/index.html
To access information concerning demographics

Neighborhood Based Data
http://stlcin.missouri.org/mapportal/
To access information concerning population, by neighborhoods

Neighborhood Descriptions
http://stlouis.missouri.org/neighborhoods/index.html
To access information concerning neighborhoods

Missouri Charter Public School Association
http://www.mocharterschools.org
Serves as a resource center for Missouri’s charter schools.

Missouri’s Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE)
http://www.dese.mo.gov/
Provides extensive information on Missouri’s public K-12 schools.

Missouri’s Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/charterschools/index.html
DESE'’s charter school information.

U.S. Department of Education’s Charter Schools Site
http://www.uscharterschools.org

Serves as an overall information clearinghouse about charter schools, including
federal efforts to support charter schools.
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Accessing Charter School Programs: A Guidebook for Charter School
Operators and Developers

http://www.uscharterschools.org/gb/fed funds/

(Print version available by calling 1-877-4ED-PUBS.)

Provides basic information to assist charter schools in accessing the federal
programs and resources available to them.

National Association Charter School Authorizers Resources
http://www.qualitycharters.org
Overall resource on charter schools, in particular the authorization process.

National Alliance of Public Charter Schools

http://www.publiccharters.org/

A national organization committed to advancing the charter school movement
that provides assistance to state charter school associations and resource center,
and develops and advocates for improved public policies.

Walton Family Foundation
http://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
Philanthropic and research foundation with a focus on charter schools.

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
www.gatesfoundation.org
Investing in and researching small charter high schools.

Thomas B. Fordham Institute
http://www.edexcellence.net/institute/global/index.cfm
Research institute on school choice located in Ohio, but has national resource.

National Council of La Raza

http://www.nclr.org/

The largest national Hispanic civil rights and advocacy organization in the
United States — works to improve opportunities for Hispanic Americans.

Black Alliance for Educational Options (BAEO)

http://www.baeo.org/

Actively supports parental choice to empower families and increase quality
educational options for Black children.

Public Impact

http://www.publicimpact.com/focusconditions.php

National education policy and management consulting firm based in Chapel Hill,
N.C. that was instrumental in the development of the Indianapolis Mayor’s
charter school sponsorship program.
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Center for Education Reform

http://www.edreform.com

Provides information about status of charter schools in each state and charter
legislation and charter news from around the country.

Green Dot Public Schools

http://www.greendot.org/home/index.html

Green Dot Public Schools is the leading public schools operator in Los Angeles
and an important catalyst for education reform in the State of California.

Charter Schools Development Center

http://www.cacharterschools.org

Offers downloadable sample documents, policy papers, and planning tools for
charter school leaders.

Aspire Public Schools
http://www.aspirepublicschools.org/
Operates urban charter schools in California that prepare students for college.

EdVisions

http://www.edvisions.coop/

Charter school model with student driven project-based learning and
autonomous, democratically controlled schools that provide opportunities for
teacher ownership.

Education|Evolving

http://www.educationevolving.org

Helps public education with the difficult process of change and is involved
increasingly in the redesign of schooling. Formally the project is a joint venture
of the Center for Policy Studies and Hamline University.

Specific Technical Resources

Founders and Partnerships
Steps to Starting a Charter School
http://www.uscharterschools.org/pub/uscs_docs/r/steps.htm

What it Takes: Starting a Charter School
http://www.uscharterschools.org/pub/uscs_docs/r/lhs_casel.htm

Fellowship to Design, Launch and Sustain a Charter School
http://www.buildingexcellentschools.org/
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Mission and Vision
Shaping Positive Cultures in Charter Schools
http://www.wcer.wisc.edu/archive/ccvi/zz-
pubs/newsletters/spring2000_chartersch/5.htm

Developing a Mission Statement
http://www.uscharterschools.org/pub/uscs_docs/r/mission.htm

Governance
Code of Ethics (Missouri Examples)
Columbia School District uses Missouri School Boards’ Association Policies
http://www.columbia.k12.mo.us/policies/BBF-C.pdf

Rockwood School District uses Missouri Consultants for Education Policies
http:// www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/community/boe/policies/0000/p0340.html

Educational Services
Guidelines for Creating a Charter School Accountability Plan
http://www.newyorkcharters.org/

Educational Program Design
http://www.uscharterschools.org/pub/uscs_docs/r/ed_program.htm

Catalog of School Reform Models
http:// www.nwrel.org/scpd/catalog/index.shtml

Creating and Sustaining Family Friendly Schools
http://www.uscharterschools.org/gb/familyfriendly/

Accountability: The Key to Charter Renewal -- A Guide to Help Charter
Schools Create Their Accountability Plans
http://edreform.com/pubs/charter_school accountability.htm

Federal Resource Center for Special Education
http://www.dssc.org/frc/

Resources on Accountability — Standards, Assessment and Using Data
http://www.uscharterschools.org/pub/uscs_docs/r/account.htm

Organizational Viability and Effectiveness

Personnel Policies and Practices: Understanding Employment Law
http://www.uscharterschools.org/gb/personnel/

Creating an Effective Charter School Governing Board Guidebook
http://www.uscharterschools.org/gb/governance/
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Charter Starters’ Leadership Training Workbook
http://www.nwrel.org/charter/publicat/charter workbook.html

Resources for Budget, Financing, and Fundraising
http://www.uscharterschools.org/pub/uscs_docs/r/budget.htm

Mobilizing and Motivating Your Staff To Get Results
http://www.uscharterschools.org/gb/motivatingstaff/

Resources on Legal Issues -- State and Federal Legislation, Contracts and
Agreements with Authorizers, and School Operational Issues
http://www.uscharterschools.org/pub/uscs_docs/r/legal.htm

Resources on Facilities — Planning, Needs Assessment, Site Selection, and
Financing
http://www.uscharterschools.org/pub/uscs_docs/r/facilities.htm

Facility Financing
http://www.iff.org/

Missouri Charter School Statutes
Missouri charter school statutes can be found at:
http://www.dese.mo.gov/schoollaw/publawbook/Index C.htm
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