
June 24, 2021

The Honorable Lewis Reed
President of the Board
1200 Market Street, Room 230
St. Louis, Missouri 63103

Dear President Reed and Members of the Board of Aldermen,

Thank you for your work to ensure all St. Louisans can equitably recover from this
unprecedented public health emergency. As our community feels deeply, St. Louis is in the midst
of ongoing crises related to the global pandemic, poverty and the economic recession, and
pervasive gun violence and public safety challenges. We must use every tool we can to ensure
that our community gets the resources it deserves to meet the material needs of every child,
person, and family across the city.

As the elected Representative of Missouri’s First Congressional District, I am proud to have
secured $517 million in funding for the City of St. Louis as part of the American Rescue Plan. I
have been deeply engaged and encouraged by the Mayor’s efforts to establish a participatory,
data-driven, and transparent process for how these funds should be directed to equitably address
the compounding public health, economic, housing, and public health crises. For this reason, I
support the Board passing a budget that includes the Mayor’s proposed direct relief package as
quickly as possible.

The need to quickly get direct relief into the hands of St. Louisans cannot be overstated. While
the federal CDC moratorium on evictions was extended through July, millions of people are
behind on rent and at risk of losing their homes. This is an unprecedented social, political, and
economic crisis that must be addressed with the highest level of care for the safety, health, and
wellbeing of St. Louis residents. As elected representatives, it is our sworn duty and obligation to
protect our constituents, especially during times of global crises and emergencies.

With only 30 percent of city residents fully vaccinated as of June 13th, 2021, we are still
recovering from the staggering impact of the global pandemic. Parents, caregivers, employees,
and frontline workers must make the impossible choice between returning to work in unsafe
conditions, or keeping their families safe from potential harm. It is imperative that we continue
to provide expansive emergency rental assistance programs (ERAP), extend benefits for



unemployed workers, and keep people in their homes in the broader interest of public health and
safety.

I implore the Board to pass the Mayor’s proposed direct relief package in the budget for St.
Louis City.  It will support those among us in St. Louis most urgently in need of assistance to
recover from the devastating harms of COVID-19. I am confident the Board will take into
consideration the dire urgency of this moment and swiftly deliver the nearly $80 million in relief
funds to support community violence prevention, rental assistance, safe havens and emergency
shelters, affordable housing initiatives, child care providers, youth jobs, and so many more
programs and initiatives that will meet the needs of our vibrant community in St. Louis.

The Board of Aldermen has been presented with a unique opportunity to decisively change the
course of history for tens of thousands of St. Louis residents. I look forward to working closely
with the Board, the Mayor, and my colleagues in the House to provide the highest levels of
support for the people of Missouri’s First Congressional District. Thank you for taking my
concerns into strong consideration.

Sincerely,

CORI BUSH
Member of Congress


