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A. 

DATE: October 25, 2010       

FROM: Bob Bettis, Historic Preservation Planner     

SUBJECT: Preliminary Review: Retain two front doors installed without a permit   

ADDRESS: 3655 Shenandoah Ave.    

JURISDICTION:   Shaw Local Historic District — Ward 8 

 
3655 SHENANDOAH AVE. 

 

 

 

OWNER/APPLICANT:  

Conner Powers 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That the Preservation Board deny the 

Preliminary Application as the installed 

doors do not meet the Shaw Historic 

District standards  
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BACKGROUND: 

The Cultural Resources Office received a Citizens Service Bureau complaint on September 1, 2010 for 

the installation of two non-compliant front doors without a permit at 3655 Shenandoah Ave. in the 

Shaw Local Historic District.  Upon inspection, it was discovered that two pre-hung doors of 

contemporary design were in fact installed on the front of the house without a permit.  The owner 

responded to correspondence from our office and requested to go to the Preservation Board in hopes of 

securing a variance to retain the doors. 

 
NEW DOORS 

 

SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA: 

3655 Shenandoah Ave. is a two-story, two-family residential building, located on the north side of the 

block between Spring to the west and Grand Ave to the east., in the Shaw Local Historic District.  

Surrounding buildings are residential and are contributing resources to the historic district.   
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EXAMPLES OF APPROPRIATE HISTORIC DOORS 
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RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

 

Excerpt from Ordinance #59400, Shaw Historic District:  

Residential Appearance and Use Standards 

2. Structures 

 D. Details: 

Architectural details on existing structures, such as columns, dormer, porches and bay 

windows, should be maintained in their original form, if at all possible.  Doors, dormers, 

windows and the openings on both new and renovated structures should be in the same vertical 

and horizontal proportions and style as in the original structures. 

Does not comply.  The alterations made to the front entry have completely changed the 

character of the front entry.  The proportions and style of the original entry have been 

lost.  The new doors are contemporary and lack any of the detailing of the originals.  

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION: 

The Cultural Resources Office has not been contacted by the Alderman or any neighborhood group 

regarding the project. 

COMMENTS:  

The installed doors do not replicate the appearance of the original historic doors.  A house of this style 

would have had full or three-quarter light doors.  The new doors detract from the overall appearance of 

the home.  In addition, the frames have been altered to accommodate the new stock doors resulting in a 

flat appearance and loss of original detail.   

 

To date, the owner has not provided evidence that replacing the doors correctly would cause an 

economic hardship. 

 

 
CONTEXT LOOKING EAST 
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CONTEXT SOUTH 

 

  
DOORS FROM STREET SITE LOOKING NORTHEAST 

CONCLUSION:  

The Cultural Resources Office recommends that the Preservation Board deny the Preliminary 

Application as the installed doors do not meet the Shaw Historic District Standards. 
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CONTACT:  

Bob Bettis  Planning and Urban Design, Cultural Resources Office 

Telephone:  314-622-3400 x 277 

Fax:   314-622-3413 

E-Mail:  bettisb@stlouiscity.com 
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B. 

DATE: September 27, 2010       

FROM: Andrea Gagen, Historic Preservation Planner     

SUBJECT: Appeal of a staff denial to install new entry   

ADDRESS: 1907 Allen    

JURISDICTION:   McKinley Heights Local Historic District — Ward 7 

 
1907 ALLEN 

 

OWNER/APPLICANT:  

Mark M. Reed 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That the Preservation Board uphold the 

staff denial of the entry replacement as it 

does not meet the McKinley Heights 

Historic District standards.  
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BACKGROUND: 

The owner applied for a permit to change the entry from the existing two recessed doors to one door 

flush within the opening in July 2010.  A number of photographs were later submitted as Model 

Examples for the Tudor-style door and sidelights, but they did not meet the requirements set out in the 

historic district standards.  Also at issue was the fact that the building currently has two angled, 

recessed doors and that according to the 1902 building permit was built as flats.  The owner wishes to 

change the two doors to a single door since the interior has been converted to a single family and the 

current configuration has resulted in an access issue between the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 stories.  While the owner 

wants to change the two doors to one, he has been working with the staff to come up with a more 

appropriate solution.  The owner has recently submitted a new proposal.  The permit was 

administratively denied, and the owner appealed the decision.  The matter is now being brought before 

the Preservation Board, after being deferred by the owner in September. 

 
EXISITING ENTRY 

 

SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA: 

1907 Allen is located east of Mississippi on a primarily residential street.  The building is located in 

the McKinley Heights Local Historic District. 
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PROPOSED ENTRY 

 

  

TRANSOMS & CEILING OF RECESSED ENTRY FLOOR & STEPS OF ENTRY 
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PLAN OF NEW ENTRY PLACEMENT AND FOYER 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

 

Excerpt from Ordinance #67901, McKinley Heights Local Historic District 

204 Doors: Doors are an integral part of a building's Public Facade. Primary entrance doors are one 

of the strongest first impressions of a building.  

1) Doors shall be one of the following:  

a) The original wood door restored;  

b) A new wood door that replicates the original; or  

c) Based on a Model Example.  

Does not comply.  Although the entry configuration is based on an 

appropriate Model Example, the design is far more elaborate than the 

Model Example and the transom does not appear to have the height of an 

historic transom. 

2) The following types of doors are prohibited:  

a) Flush, hollow-core doors with or without applied moldings~  

b) Flush doors of any material.  

c) Indoor stock doors 

 N/A 

3) Doors shall have one of the following finishes:  

a) Paint  

b) When hardwood, a natural finish.  

Complies. 

4) When more than one primary entrance door exists, all primary entrance doors must be 

identical and of the same color  

N/A 

5) Stormer Doors: Stormer doors shall not be replaced with any other type of enclosure.  
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N/A 

6) Hardware: New hardware shall be of a style, type, and material historically appropriate for 

the door.  

N/A, hardware has not been submitted. 

7) Placement: Setting doors forward or back from their original line of placement is 

prohibited.  

Does not comply.  The new entry is proposed to be set at the rear edge of the brick 

opening. 

8) Abandoned Doors:  

a) Doors that are to be abandoned at the inside on a Public Facade  

i) Shall be closed with a door that replicates the original door or that of a Model 

Example set in the existing frame. The doorframe and sub-sill shall be 

maintained.  

Does not comply.  One of the front doors is proposed to be 

eliminated entirely. 

COMMENTS :  

Based on the original 1902 building permit and the 1909 Sanborn map, the Cultural Resources Office 

believes that the building original was a two-family structure, as it was labeled as “flats” in both 

documents.  The building was altered in 1922, but it is unclear what those changes entailed.  The 

current front doors themselves have been altered or replaced at some point.  The modification of two 

doors to a single door — and the lost of the recessed entry — would be a major alteration, and would 

change the historic character of this building.  The staff has been working with the owner to arrive at a 

solution to his access problem, while also being sensitive to the historic character of the building.  The 

newly submitted door comes closer to achieving this goal, but the fact that the interior floor level is 

being extended out to the new entry to avoid an interior step in the foyer, results in a significantly 

smaller transom than would usually be found in an entry of this type (10” glass height).  The door itself 

is also more elaborate than the Model Example, which has resulted in a reduced glass size.  The owner 

is willing to make modifications to this door design.  The owner is planning to submit a scaled drawing 

with measurements before the Board meeting. 

  
CONTEXT LOOKING SOUTHEAST ACROSS STREET 
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BUILDINGS WEST BUILDINGS EAST 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION: 

The Alderwoman has been working with the staff and the owner of the building to bring about a 

resolution to this issue.  The neighborhood association is aware of the project. 

CONCLUSION:  

That the Preservation Board uphold the staff denial of the entry replacement as it does not meet the 

McKinley Heights Historic District standards. 

CONTACT:  

Andrea Gagen  Planning and Urban Design, Cultural Resources Office 

Telephone:  314-622-3400 x 216 

Fax:   314-622-3413 

E-Mail:  GagenA@stlouiscity.com 
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C. 

DATE: September 27, 2010       

FROM: Andrea Gagen, Historic Preservation Planner     

SUBJECT: Appeal of a Preservation Board denial to install 12 windows   

ADDRESS: 4312 Maryland Ave.    

JURISDICTION:   Central West End Local Historic District — Ward 18 

 
4312 MARYLAND AVE. 

 

OWNER/APPLICANT:  

Elizabeth Howze 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That the Preservation Board uphold their 

denial of the window installation as it does 

not meet the Central West End Historic 

District standards.  
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BACKGROUND: 

The owner of 4312 Maryland applied for a permit to replace six (6) front windows and six (6) side 

windows at the end of August 2010.  The property is a condominium and is part of a five (5) building 

complex, three of which are nearly identical.  All of the windows on the buildings were altered at some 

previous point in time.  The majority of the front windows appear to be non-historic metal windows 

with aluminum storms.  The owner applied to use non-historic Quaker ERIC windows on five (5) of 

the front windows and the metal slider window below with a new metal slider window.  As the original 

roundhead transom appears to still be in place, the window below was likely either a fixed window or a 

casement window.  The owner wishes to rewrap the trim on the new windows. The proposed front 

windows do not meet the Central West End Historic District standards.   

The owner appeared before the Preservation Board on September 27, 2010 and asked to either be 

allowed to install the non-historic ERIC windows and slider window or vinyl windows.  The 

Preservation Board denied the application as the proposed windows did not meet the Central West End 

Historic District standards.  The owner has appealed that denial.  She is currently investigating options 

regarding the replacement of the slider window.  The owner is again asking to wrap the windows due 

to the amount of reconstruction that would be needed on the 3
rd
 floor and the possibility that it would 

not be approved by the condominium board. 

 
ENTIRE BUILDING 

 

SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA: 

4312 Maryland is a condo unit within a larger building.  There are identical buildings on either side.  

The building is located on Maryland Ave., between Boyle and Newstead, within the Central West End 

Historic District. 
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3

RD
 STORY WINDOWS WRAPPED BRICKMOLD ON SLIDER WINDOW 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

 

Excerpt from Ordinance #56768, Central West End Historic District 

2.  STRUCTURES: New Construction or Alterations to existing structures: 
 

D.  Details 
Architectural details on existing structures shall be maintained in a similar size, detail and material. 

Where they are badly deteriorated, similar details salvaged from other buildings may be substituted. 

Both new and replacement window and doorframes shall be limited to wood or color finished 

aluminum. Raw or unfinished aluminum is not acceptable. Awnings of canvas only are acceptable.  

Does not comply.  The new windows will not be a similar size and detail to the original 

windows on the building.  New aluminum wrapping is proposed to replace the existing 

wrapped trim. 

  

ROUNDHEAD WINDOW WITH EXISTING 

SLIDER 

CLOSE-UP OF ORIGINAL BRICKMOLD ON ROUNDHEAD 

WINDOW 
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION: 

The Cultural Resources Office has not been contacted by the Alderman or any neighborhood group 

regarding the project. 

COMMENTS:  

The Cultural Resources Office requested to the owner that the replacement windows be the historic 

Quaker ERIC windows instead of the non-historic windows.  Although it will result in a somewhat 

different appearance, it is preferable that non-conforming windows not be installed again.  The slider 

window was not original to the building, and should be replaced with an appropriate window, with the 

original roundhead transom remaining.  Reinstalling non-conforming windows with new aluminum 

wrapping guarantees that the windows in the building will remain non-conforming even as they are 

replaced. 

 

  
CONTEXT NORTHWEST ACROSS STREET 

 

  
BUILDINGS EAST BUILDINGS WEST 
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CONCLUSION:  

The Cultural Resources Office recommends that the Preservation Board uphold their denial of the 

window replacement as the windows do not meet the Central West End Historic District standards. 

CONTACT:  

Andrea Gagen  Planning and Urban Design, Cultural Resources Office 

Telephone:  314-622-3400 x 216 

Fax:   314-622-3413 

E-Mail:  GagenA@stlouiscity.com 

 

 



 18 

 
D. 

DATE: October 25, 2010      

FROM: Andrea Gagen, Preservation Planner, Cultural Resources Office    

SUBJECT: Nomination to the National Register for the Castle Ballroom   

ADDRESS: 2839-2845 Olive Street — Ward 19 

 
2839-45 OLIVE ST. 

 

OWNERS: 

SAG Properties, LLC 

PREPARER: 

Lynn Josse 

RECOMMENDATION:  
The Preservation Board should direct the 

staff to prepare a report for the State 

Historic Preservation Office that the 

Building meets the requirements of 

National Register Criterion A for Ethnic 

Heritage: Black & 

Entertainment/Recreation. 
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PROPOSAL: 

To nominate the Castle Ballroom to the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

On September 16, 2010 the Cultural Resources Office received a request from the Missouri State 

Historic Preservation Office (MO-SHPO) for the Preservation Board to review a National Register 

nomination.  

 

SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA: 

The building is located at the northeast corner of Olive St. and Rev. T. E. Huntley in the Midtown 

neighborhood.  The surrounding area is mainly commercial, with the block to the south being mostly 

vacant land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REASONS FOR APPLICATION: 

The State Historic Preservation Office is required under the National Historic Preservation Act to 

submit all nominations for buildings within the City to the Preservation Board for review and 

comment, prior to presenting them before the Missouri Advisory Council and the Department of the 

Interior. 

 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

Section 101(c)(2)(A) of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1996 (amended)  Before a 

property within the jurisdiction of the certified local government may be considered by the State to be 

nominated to the Secretary for inclusion on the National Register, the State Historic Preservation 

 
VIEW OF FRONT AND WEST ELEVATIONS  
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Officer shall notify the owner, the applicable chief local elected official and the local historic 

preservation commission.  The commission, after reasonable opportunity for public comment, shall 

prepare a report as to whether or not such property, in its opinion, meets the criteria of the National 

Register. 

 

 
DETAIL AT UPPER STORIES 

 

COMMENTS: 

The Castle Ballroom is clearly eligible under Criterion A for Ethnic Heritage: Black and 

Entertainment/Recreation.  The three-story Renaissance Revival detailed building was built as Cave 

Hall in 1908 for Cornelius Ahearn and Herman Albers.  Later the name was changed to Castle 

Ballroom and the hall transitioned to an African-American clientele.  It is one of the few extant 

buildings with significant links to the Mill Creek Valley neighborhood.  Although the exterior and 1
st
 

floor have been altered, the ballroom itself retains its integrity. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

The Preservation Board should direct the staff to prepare a report to the State Historic Preservation 

Office that the Building clearly meets the Criteria for the National Register. 

 

CONTACT: 

 

Andrea Gagen  Planning and Urban Design, Cultural Resources Office 

Telephone:  314-622-3400 x 216 

Fax:   314-622-3413 

E-Mail:  GagenA@stlouiscity.com 
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E. 

DATE: October 25, 2010      

FROM: Bob Bettis, Preservation Planner, Cultural Resources Office    

SUBJECT: Nomination to the National Register for the Cass Bank and Trust Building

   

ADDRESS: 1450 N. 13
th
 Street — Ward 5 

 
1450 N. 13TH 

OWNERS: 

LRA (Current)/Northside Regeneration 

(Under contract) 

PREPARER: 

Melinda Winchester-Lafser & Associates 

RECOMMENDATION:  
The Preservation Board should direct the 

staff to prepare a report for the State 

Historic Preservation Office that the 

Building meets the requirements of 

National Register Criterion C. 
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PROPOSAL: 

To nominate the Cass Bank and Trust Company Building to the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

On September 16, 2010 the Cultural Resources Office received a request from the Missouri State 

Historic Preservation Office (MO-SHPO) for the Preservation Board to review a National Register 

nomination.  

 

SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA: 

Located in the Columbus Square neighborhood, 1450 N. 13
th
 is located at the southeast corner of 13

th
 

and Cass Avenue.  The historic context on that block is largely lost.   

 
VIEW OF FRONT ENTRANCE  
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REASONS FOR APPLICATION: 

The State Historic Preservation Office is required under the National Historic Preservation Act to 

submit all nominations for buildings within the City to the Preservation Board for review and 

comment, prior to presenting them before the Missouri Advisory Council and the Department of the 

Interior. 

 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

Section 101(c)(2)(A) of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1996 (amended)  Before a 

property within the jurisdiction of the certified local government may be considered by the State to be 

nominated to the Secretary for inclusion on the National Register, the State Historic Preservation 

Officer shall notify the owner, the applicable chief local elected official and the local historic 

preservation commission.  The commission, after reasonable opportunity for public comment, shall 

prepare a report as to whether or not such property, in its opinion, meets the criteria of the National 

Register. 

 

 
DETAIL AT CORNICE 

 

COMMENTS: 

The Cass Bank and Trust Company Building is eligible under Criterion C for Architecture.  The 1927 

building is an excellent example of Neo-Classical architecture.  The locally significant building was 

designed by the St. Louis Bank Building and Equipment Company, a nationally recognized bank 

design firm.    
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CONCLUSION: 

The Preservation Board should direct the staff to prepare a report to the State Historic Preservation 

Office that the Building clearly meets the Criteria for the National Register. 

 

CONTACT: 

 

Bob Bettis  Planning and Urban Design, Cultural Resources Office 

Telephone:  314-622-3400 x 277 

Fax:   314-622-3413 

E-Mail:  bettisb@stlouiscity.com 

 

 


