Defining an Era Public Meeting Report
About 30 people met on February 11, 2012 to consider the progress of the St. Louis Modern Survey. A series of presentations opened the meeting: 

· an overview of the survey project, 

· a review of Mid-Century Modern properties already listed in the National Register of Historic Places,
· an overview of the “Gateway Years” period during which the buildings were erected, and

· comments about the changing perception of Modern architecture and the St. Louis community of architects. 

These presentations set the scene for the consideration of a group of 40 buildings. The consultants were at the stage of recommending a shorter list of 20-25 buildings to be documented at the most extensive level as one of the products of the survey project.  

Kristen Minor of Peter Meijer Architect, PC presented each building and commented on its architectural presence and styling. Flyers depicting the buildings hung on the walls of the meeting room. Attendees were asked to place adhesive stars on the buildings that they felt were critical in defining the era of Modern St. Louis and warranted further documentation at this time. As each person had 16 stars to place on the flyers, she or he could vote for fewer than half of the buildings. 
Why did the project include asking the public: which buildings do you think merit further documentation? While the survey is based on the standard methods of research and evaluation, there seemed to be room to use public interest as a means to focus the limited resources of the grant. The evening’s exercise drew upon the well-demonstrated interest of many St. Louis architecture enthusiasts in the buildings of the 1950s through the 1970s. Moreover, it recognized that historic preservation is an inherently social endeavor in which people work independently and together to rehabilitate a building and revive neighborhoods. The counter question is, why not find out which buildings the interested public find compelling? Asking for more than the usual amount of public comment on this grant project seemed to be a constructive addition. 
The placement of the stars revealed a fairly strong consensus on which buildings warranted further study. This result was somewhat surprising to the consultants and city staff who had struggled to cut the number of buildings in the survey back twice for purposes of more detailed documentation, as so many buildings are of interest. A group of 13 of the 40 buildings were clearly considered to define the era. A group of 8 buildings received almost as many stars. The other half of the buildings received noticeably fewer votes. It was fairly easy to set aside the lowest vote getters as buildings that are architecturally interesting, but not the ones to study at this time. The remaining buildings were assessed for representation of building types, geographical location, architects and styles. With the public’s help, it was much easier to settle on a group of buildings to be documented more intensively. Those attending the meeting made it clear that the Jefferson Bank Building, which PMA selected for use as a St. Louis Modern logo, was a building that should be documented further.  
One of the questions asked at the meeting was: would this survey project result in greater protection from demolition for Mid-Century Modern buildings? Of the 25 buildings selected for further study, all but two are in Preservation Review Districts or Historic Districts, a status that requires the review of demolition applications by the Cultural Resources Office and the Preservation Board. This high percentage will carry throughout the city as the overlay of Preservation Review Districts and the areas where large numbers of Mid-Century buildings were erected is high. The increased awareness of the architectural significance of these buildings will no doubt be a factor in the consideration of their future. 
The meeting concluded with some discussion of what could be the next steps. The survey project is one that gathers information on specific buildings and on historical and architectural contexts that can be used to consider the significance of buildings from the time period. The survey forms and survey report will be available to property owners, planners, and architectural enthusiasts. Property owners can decide to pursue National Register Listing or City Landmark designation. This project was designed to provide information to property owners to help them plan for the future of architecturally significant buildings and that the information be a savings of time, effort, and expenses should historic designation be pursued.
The properties selected for further study. 
