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A. 

DATE:   July 30, 2018 
ADDRESS:  4301 Maryland Avenue    
ITEM:  Preliminary Review: Construction of a Four-Unit Apartment Building 
JURISDICTION:  Central West End Historic District — Ward 28  
STAFF:   Jan Cameron, Cultural Resources Office  

 

 
4301 MARYLAND AVENUE 

OWNER/APPLICANT: 
MLM on Maryland LLC 
Lauren and Mark Mathis 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Preservation Board grant preliminary 
approval to the proposal, subject to review of 
final documents, design details and materials by 
the Cultural Resources Office.  
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THE PROJECT 
      

All new residential construction in Local Historic Districts is brought to the Preservation Board for 
review on a preliminary basis prior to permitting. This is the applicants’ second proposal for this site: in 
May 2017, the Preservation Board reviewed plans for a ten-unit building and granted Preliminary 
Approval to the design with a number of conditions. 

The applicants have worked with the Cultural Resources Office and the Central West End Planning & 
Development Committee to revise their original proposal and bring the design into compliance with 
the Central West End Standards. They now propose to construct a three-story, four-unit apartment 
building on a single vacant parcel.  (A second building is planned for the north portion of the site, but is 
not part of this application.) 
 
 RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

      

Excerpt from Ordinance #69423, Central West End Historic District:  
NEW CONSTRUCTION OR ADDITIONS TO EXISTING RESIDENTIAL OR INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS:   

When designing a new residential or institutional building, the height, scale, mass, and materials of the 
existing buildings and the context of the immediate surroundings shall be strongly considered. When 
designing an addition to an historic building, the addition shall be compatible in height, scale, mass, and 
materials to the historic fabric of the original building.  The new addition, however, should be easily 
distinguishable from the existing historic building.   

A.  Height, Scale and Mass   
A new low-rise building, including all appurtenances, must be constructed within 15 percent of the 
average height of existing low-rise buildings that form the block-face. Floor levels, water tables and 
foundation levels shall appear to be at the same level as those of neighboring buildings. When one 
roof shape is employed in a predominance of existing buildings in the streetscape, any proposed new 
construction or alteration shall follow the same roof design.  A new high-rise building may be located 
either on a block face with existing high-rise structures or on a corner site.  

Complies. The overall building height appears to be within 15% of the average height of the 
block. The mass and scale of the building is similar to the building originally on the site.  

For Form Based Zoning that occurs after the adoption of these standards, consultation shall 
determine appropriate heights for new buildings within the historic district that will not directly 
conflict with these standards and should be used in conjunction with these standards.   

Not applicable. 

B.  Location   
A new or relocated structure shall be positioned on its respective lot so that the width of the 
façade and the distance between buildings shall be within 10 percent of such measurements for a 
majority of the existing structures on the block face to ensure that any existing rhythm of recurrent 
building masses to spaces is maintained. The established setback from the street shall also be 
strictly maintained. Garages and other accessory buildings, as well as parking pads, must be sited to 
the rear of, and if at all possible, directly behind the main building on the lot.   

Partly complies.  The new building cannot align with the neighboring building: the original parcel 
shown in the 1909 Sanborn map shows it with an oblique corner at Maryland and the 
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installation of a cul-de-sac at Maryland and Boyle has taken some of the parcel’s frontage.  
However, except for the two buildings immediately west of the site, the setback for the 
remainder of the block is close to that of the proposed building. 

C.  Exterior Materials   
In the historic district, brick and stone masonry and stucco are dominant, with terra cotta, wood 
and metal used for trim and other architectural features. Exterior materials on new construction 
shall conform to established uses. For example, roof materials shall be slate, tile, copper or 
architectural composite shingles where the roof is visible from public or common areas.   

All new building materials shall be the same as the dominant materials of adjacent buildings.  
Artificial masonry is not permitted, except that cast stone that replicates sandstone or limestone is 
allowed when laid up in the same manner as natural stone.  Cementitious or other paintable siding 
of appropriate dimension is an acceptable substitute for wood clapboards. A submission of samples 
of all building materials, including mortar, shall be required prior to approval.   

The pointing of mortar joints on masonry additions to historic buildings shall match that on the 
original building in color, texture, composition and joint profile.   

Complies. The building is proposed to have brick veneer on the three street-visible sides and 
decorative stone ore pre-cast trim.  The west side of the building, which is not visible, will have 
cementitious lap siding.  

D.  Fenestration   
New buildings and building additions shall be designed with window openings on all elevations 
visible from the street. Windows on the front façade shall be of the same proportions and 
operation as windows in adjacent buildings and their total area should be within 10% of the 
window area of the majority of buildings on the block.  

Complies.  The fenestration on both street elevations of the proposed new construction is 
similar in operation and proportion with windows of neighboring buildings. 

E.  Decks   
Given the urban context of the neighborhood, the relative narrowness of building lots, and the 
general interests of privacy, terraces or patios at grade are preferable to elevated decks. When it is 
desired to construct a deck, such construction shall be at the rear of the residence. Where visible 
from the street, design and construction shall be compatible with the building to which it is 
appended, and the deck shall be constructed of finished materials, be of a shape and scale similar 
to that of an historic porch or patio, and be partially screened with landscaping or opaque fencing 
to limit visibility.   

Not applicable. 

F.  Accessory Buildings   
A new accessory building, including a garage, shall be designed and constructed in a manner that is 
complementary in quality and character with the primary structure and neighboring buildings. 
Complementary structures are appropriate in scale and use a similar type and quality of materials. 
Design details from the main building should not be replicated, but such details may be modified 
and reduced in scale to express the same architectural presence in a simpler way. When not visible, 
materials other than those of the primary building may be used for exterior walls. 



4 

 

Not applicable. 

G.  Curb Cuts and Driveways   
Where curb cuts for vehicles and driveways did not exist historically, new ones shall not be 
introduced. Curb cuts for pedestrians at street intersections, mid-block crossings, passenger drop-
off and loading zones, and similar locations shall be allowed. Where a parcel is not served by alley 
access, proposed exceptions shall be considered on a case-by-case basis and evaluated for design 
suitability. 

Complies.  The residents will enter into the parking area at the west side of the building from 
the alley to the north. 

H.  Coordination with Form Based Zoning   
When portions of the historic district are located in an area for which a form-based code has been 
adopted, the Regulating Plan, Building Envelope Standards and Building Development Standards 
will be used in conjunction with these standards to review new construction within that portion of 
the historic district.  

Not applicable. 
 
PRELIMINARY FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION: 

      

The Cultural Resources Office’s consideration of the criteria for new residential construction in the 
Central West End Historic District Standards led to these preliminary findings:   

 The proposed site for construction, 4301 Maryland Avenue, is located in the Central West End 
Local Historic District. 

 The siting, scale, proportions, roof shape, and exterior materials comply with the Standards. 

 The setback along Maryland cannot be followed due to the shape of the parcel. 

Based on the preliminary findings, the Cultural Resources Office recommends that the Preservation 
Board grant preliminary approval for the proposed new construction with the condition that final 
drawings, design details, and exterior materials be approved by the Cultural Resources Office. 
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FRONT (SOUTH) ELEVATION ALONG MARYLAND DETAIL OF ENTRY BAY 

  

EAST ELEVATION (ALONG BOYLE) NORTH ELEVATION 

 

MARYLAND STREETSCAPE 

 

BOYLE STREETSCAPE 
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SITE PLAN WITH PROPOSED & FUTURE BUILDINGS AERIAL OF SITE 

  
1909 SANBORN MAP SHOWING ORGINAL BUILDING ON SITE 

  
PERSPECTIVE LOOKING NORTHWEST PERSPECTIVE LOOKING SOUTHWEST 
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B. 

DATE: July 30, 2018  
ADDRESS: 5612-24 Waterman Boulevard   
ITEM: Preliminary Review: Construct 6 three-story townhouses building with ground level 

parking 
JURISDICTION:    Central West End Certified Local Historic District — Ward 28 
STAFF: Jan Cameron, Cultural Resources Office 

 
5612 WATERMAN BOULEVARD 

OWNER:  
Real Estate Investor Wholesale LLC 

ARCHITECT: 
Joe Davidson 
Dado Works 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
That the Preservation Board withhold 
preliminary approval of the proposed new 
construction as it does not comply with the 
Central West End historic district standards.  
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THE PROPOSAL: 
      

The applicant proposes to construct a four-story apartment building with ground-floor parking on a 
corner lot at the intersection of Waterman and Clara, in the Central West End Certified Local Historic 
District. The lot has no access to an alley. As a new construction project in a local historic district, the 
project was scheduled for the Preservation Board.   

 
RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 
      

Excerpt from Ordinance #69423, Central West End Historic District:  

New Construction or Additions to Existing Residential or Institutional Buildings 
When designing a new residential or institutional building, the height, scale, mass, and materials of the 
existing buildings and the context of the immediate surroundings shall be strongly considered….  

A. Height, Scale and Mass  
A new low-rise building, including all appurtenances, must be constructed within 15 percent of the 
average height of existing low-rise buildings that form the block-face. Floor levels, water tables and 
foundation levels shall appear to be at the same level as those of neighboring buildings. When one 
roof shape is employed in a predominance of existing buildings in the streetscape, any proposed new 
construction or alteration shall follow the same roof design.  

Complies. The height of the proposed building is generally consistent with other buildings on 
Waterman Boulevard. Floor heights will also be similar. The block has some variety of 
building scale, but the new design will conform to the larger scaled apartment buildings along 
the street.  

B.  Location  
A new or relocated structure shall be positioned on its respective lot so that the width of the 
façade and the distance between buildings shall be within 10 percent of such measurements for a 
majority of the existing structures on the block face to ensure that any existing rhythm of recurrent 
building masses to spaces is maintained. The established setback from the street shall also be 
strictly maintained. Garages and other accessory buildings, as well as parking pads, must be sited to 
the rear of, and if at all possible, directly behind the main building on the lot.  

Complies.   

C.  Exterior Materials  
 In the historic district, brick and stone masonry and stucco are dominant, with terra cotta, wood 

and metal used for trim and other architectural features. Exterior materials on new construction 
shall conform to established uses. For example, roof materials shall be slate, tile, copper or 
architectural composite shingles where the roof is visible from public or common areas.   

 
 All new building materials shall be the same as the dominant materials of adjacent buildings. 

Artificial masonry is not permitted, except that cast stone that replicates sandstone or limestone is 
allowed when laid up in the same manner as natural stone. Cementitious or other paintable siding 
of appropriate dimension is an acceptable substitute for wood clapboards. A submission of samples 
of all building materials, including mortar, shall be required prior to approval.  
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The pointing of mortar joints on masonry additions to historic buildings shall match that on the 
original building in color, texture, composition and joint profile.  

 
Does not comply. The primary elevation at Waterman is approximately 50% brick and 50% 
stucco. Such large expanses of stucco are not characteristic of historic buildings. While there 
are several examples of infill buildings to the east, most constructed in the 1980s, brick is the 
predominant material. If other material is used, it is generally restricted to small areas and 
secondary elevations.  
The initial proposal included cementitious lap siding on the majority of the Clara façade, but 
was revised at the recommendation of the Cultural Resources Office staff. The rear facade will 
be entirely sided; while not a street elevation, it will be prominently visible from Clara. 

D.  Fenestration 
New buildings and building additions shall be designed with window openings on all elevations 
visible from the street. Windows on the front façade shall be of the same proportions and 
operation as windows in adjacent buildings and their total area should be within 10% of the 
window area of the majority of buildings on the block.  

Generally complies. Windows in the proposed design are similar in proportion and pattern to 
historic buildings on the street, and the percentage of glazing on the front elevations is 
comparable to that of adjacent buildings.  

E.  Decks  
Given the urban context of the neighborhood, the relative narrowness of building lots, and the 
general interests of privacy, terraces or patios at grade are preferable to elevated decks. When it is 
desired to construct a deck, such construction shall be at the rear of the residence. Where visible 
from the street, design and construction shall be compatible with the building to which it is 
appended, and the deck shall be constructed of finished materials, be of a shape and scale similar 
to that of an historic porch or patio, and be partially screened with landscaping or opaque fencing 
to limit visibility.  

Complies. Decks are limited to the rear elevation. The front presents balconies above each 
entry porch and recessed balconies at the third story. 

F.  Accessory Buildings  
A new accessory building, including a garage, shall be designed and constructed in a manner that is 
complementary in quality and character with the primary structure and neighboring buildings. 
Complementary structures are appropriate in scale and use a similar type and quality of materials. 
Design details from the main building should not be replicated, but such details may be modified 
and reduced in scale to express the same architectural presence in a simpler way. When not visible, 
materials other than those of the primary building may be used for exterior walls.  

Not applicable. Parking is provided in the basement of each unit, to be entered from Clara. 

G.  Curb Cuts and Driveways  
Where curb cuts for vehicles and driveways did not exist historically, new ones shall not be 
introduced. Curb cuts for pedestrians at street intersections, mid-block crossings, passenger drop-
off and loading zones, and similar locations shall be allowed. Where a parcel is not served by alley 
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access, proposed exceptions shall be considered on a case-by-case basis and evaluated for design 
suitability.  

Unable to comply. The parcel has no access to an alley, so a new curb cut will be required to 
access the basement parking. The apartment building adjacent on the south has an existing 
curb cut. 

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS & CONCLUSION: 
      

The Cultural Resources Office’s consideration of the Central West End Historic District standards for 
New Construction or Additions to Existing Residential or Institutional Buildings led to these preliminary 
findings. 

 5612 Waterman Boulevard is located in the Central West End Local Historic District. 

 While the design complies with many of the requirement of the Central West End Standards for 
New Construction, in the siting, massing, and scale, it does not comply with the requirement 
that exterior materials reflect those of adjacent buildings. 

 The design would be minimally acceptable if a more appropriate material was substituted for 
the extensive stucco of the primary elevation. 

Based on these preliminary findings, the Cultural Resources Office recommends that the Preservation 
Board withhold preliminary approval of the proposed design. 

 
PROPOSED SITE PLAN 
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WATERMAN ELEVATION 

  
CLARA ELEVATION EAST ELEVATION 

 

REAR (SOUTH) ELEVATION 
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STREETSCAPES SHOWING PROPOSED BUILDING IN CONTEXT WITH ADJACENT BUILDINGS 
CLARA AT TOP; WATERMAN AT BOTTOM 
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C. 

DATE: July 30, 2018       
FROM: Jan Cameron, Cultural Resources Office      
SUBJECT: Appeal of Administrative Denial: Rehabilitation of remaining front wall and 

construction of 1-1/2-story house behind  
ADDRESS: 1017-1019 Geyer    
JURISDICTION:   Soulard Local Historic District — Ward 7 

 
1017-1019 GEYER 

OWNER/APPELLANT: 
Mohammed Othman 

ARCHITECT: 
Mike Lehr 
Feeler S. Architects 

RECOMMENDATION:  
That the Preservation Board overturn the 
Director’s Administrative Denial and 
approve the proposed plans, with the 
requirement that alterations to the front 
walls comply with the Soulard Standards 
and that the slope of the roof be revised to 
lessen its visibility from the street.   
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BACKGROUND: 
      

All new residential construction in Local Historic Districts is brought to the Preservation Board for review. 
In 2012, the Cultural Resources Office received a Preliminary Review Application for the rehabilitation of 
two early rowhouses at 1017 and 1019 Geyer Avenue, in the Soulard Local Historic District. The buildings, 
originally mid-19th century alley houses that had each received slightly later addition to the front, were 
deteriorated and in extremely fragile condition; at the time the applicant  proposed to join the houses 
and convert them to a commercial use. The Preservation Board granted preliminary approval for the 
project at its April 2012 meeting, and a building permit was subsequently approved by the CRO staff on 
April 23, 2013. Demolition was undertaken by the property owner, during which most of the fabric of the 
houses was removed. leaving only the front walls extant. The property has remained in this condition to 
the present. 

The owner applied on June 13 to construct a 1-1/2-story single-family building behind the walls, which 
will be rehabilitated in accordance with the Soulard Historic District Standards. The Director 
Administratively Denied the application due to time limitations under ordinances, to allow time for the 
applicant to consult with staff and to review plans with the neighborhood. 

 
1017 & 1019 GEYER AVENUE IN 2012 PRIOR TO DEMOLITION 

 
RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 
      

Excerpt from Ordinance #57078, establishing the Soulard Neighborhood Historic District: 

ARTICLE 2: EXISTING BUILDINGS 
201  Roofs  
201.2  Reconstructed Roofs  

Reconstructed roofs shall be constructed based on the original roof. Where the original slope 
of the roof cannot be verified through reasonable research or existing evidence, 
reconstruction shall be based on a Model Example.  

Does not comply. The proposed roof for the new construction is not based upon a 
Model Example. The CRO staff has requested that the slope of the roof, which will be 
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visible from the street, be revised to reduce its height and impact upon the 
streetscape and the latest drawing have incorporated this change. 

201.4  Roofing Materials on Sloping Roofs  
Roofing materials on sloping roofs shall be one of the following:  
Materials which can be documented as being original to the building;  
Slate shingles;  
Synthetic slate shingles made of a cementitious composition and reinforced with fiberglass;  
Composition shingles which replicate the proportions of slate shingles.  
Sheet metal roofing applied in a manner consistent with that of a Model Example; 
Asphalt or fiberglass composition shingles, standard three tab design of 235 pounds per 
square minimum construction;  
Wood shingles of a shape and size, and applied in a manner consistent with wood shingles on 
a Model Example and subject to approval by the Board of Building Appeals.  

Complies. 

201.6  Brick Parapets… 
Parapets at the Public Facade(s) shall have coping as follows:  

Sloping parapets at roofs shall have coping of brick similar to that of the parapet. 
Comment: Metal or plastic through-wall flashing should be used to prevent moisture 
from penetrating the masonry. A hard faced brick should be used for parapet coping.  

Horizontal planes of a parapet (i.e. the top of a parapet which screens a flat roof, or of a 
step in a stepped parapet) shall be protected with glazed coping tile, or a metal cap.  

Glazed coping tile, when broken or missing shall be replaced by the same.  

Metal caps shall have a non-reflective metal finish.  

Felt, roofing paper or roll roofing is prohibited as a total replacement finish material at 
parapets.  

Complies. 

203.1 Windows at Public Facades  
Windows in Public Facades shall be one of the following:  

The existing window repaired and retained.  
A replacement window which duplicates the original and meets the following requirements; 
Replacement windows or sashes shall be made of wood or finished aluminum.  
The profiles of muntins, sashes, frames and moldings shall match the original elements in 
dimension and configuration.  
The number of lights, their arrangement and proportion shall match the original or be based 
on a Model Example.  
The method of opening shall be the same as the original with the following except double-
hung windows may be changed to single-hung.  

No new window openings shall be created in a Public Facade.  

No existing window opening in a Public Facade shall be altered in length or width.  
Complies. 
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204  Doors 
Doors shall be one of the following:  

The original wood door restored;  
A new wood door which replicates the original;  
A finished metal door of a style which replicates the original; or  
Based on a Model Example.  

Abandoned Doors:  
Doors which are to be abandoned at the inside on a Public or Semi- Public Facade shall be 
closed with a door which replicates the original door or that of a Model Example set in the 
existing frame. The door frame and sub-sill shall be maintained.  

Complies. Two of the doors on the primary façade will be fixed in place. 

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS & CONCLUSION: 
      

The Cultural Resources Office’s consideration of the Soulard Neighborhood Historic District standards 
for New Construction or Additions to Existing Residential or Institutional Buildings led to these 
preliminary findings. 

 1017 Geyer is located in the Soulard Neighborhood Local Historic District. 

 The proposal is to construct a single-family house behind the existing historic walls, which will 
be restored and filled with appropriate windows and doors. 

 Except for its roof, the new construction will not be visible from the street. 

 The slope of the new roof will be prominently visible above the historic street wall. 

Based on these preliminary findings, the Cultural Resources Office recommends that the Preservation 
Board overturn the Director’s Administrative Denial with the condition that the Cultural Resources 
Office staff review and approve revisions to reduce the height and slope of the roof, and final details 
and materials. 



17 

 

 
FRONT ELEVATION SHOWING NEW ROOF BEHIND EXISTING WALL 

 
WEST ELEVATION 
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PROPOSED ROOF PLAN SHOWING ADJACENT STRUCTURES 

 

CURRENT INTERIOR OF SITE 
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D.  
 
DATE:   July 30, 2018 
ADDRESS:  2254 S Grand Avenue    
ITEM:  Appeal of Director’s Denial to install 2 interior-illuminated wall signs 
JURISDICTION:  City Landmark # 88 and Compton Hill Local Historic District — Ward 6  
STAFF:   Jan Cameron, Cultural Resources Office  

 
2254 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE 

OWNER: 
MBR Shenandoah LLC 

APPELLANT: 
Arrow Signs 
Natalie Ritter 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Preservation Board uphold the 
Director’s Denial as the proposed signs are not 
in compliance with the Compton Hill Historic 
District Standards.  
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THE PROJECT 
      

The Cultural Resources Office/Preservation Board has jurisdiction over signs in the Compton Hill Local 
Historic District.  The applicant proposes to install three interior-illuminated signs on the front and 
south elevations of The Pelican, a City Landmark and located in the Compton Hill Historic District. A 
wall sign is proposed for each street elevation; in addition, a projecting “domino” sign is to be mounted 
on the Shenandoah street front. As district standards do not permit back-lit signs, the permit was 
denied by the Cultural Resources Director. The applicant has appealed that denial. 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

      

Excerpt from Ordinance #67175, Compton Hill Historic District:  

N.  Signs  
Except for neighborhood entrance markers within the Historic District, no signs shall be permitted 
except for advertising to or informing the public of service, business, occupation or profession 
conducted in, or about the premises, except in that in no case will the following be allowed:  
1.  Roof top signs    
2.  Billboards    
3.  Flashing or animated signs or signs with any moving parts    
4.  Back lighted signs    
5.  Wall signs above the second floor sill line    
6.  Large projecting signs which block windows or other signs    
7.  Loudspeaker music or speech for advertising purposes  

In addition, no sign allowed by this ordinance shall be permitted if the Landmarks and Urban 
Design Commission finds such sign to be incompatible with the historic and/or architectural 
character of the district. 

Does not comply. All proposed signs have interior illumination; in addition, the character 
of the signs is not compatible with the historic architecture of the Pelican Building. 

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION: 
      

The Cultural Resources Office’s consideration of the criteria for new residential construction in the 
Benton Park Historic District Standards led to these preliminary findings:   

 The proposed site for construction, 2003 Arsenal Street, is located in the Compton Hill Local 
Historic District. 

 The district standards prohibit back-lit signs. 

 The sign design and color are not compatible with the architecture of the Pelican Building. 

Based on the Preliminary findings, the Cultural Resources Office recommends that the Preservation 
Board uphold the Director’s denial of the application to install two wall signs.  
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SOUTH GRAND FAÇADE WITH WALL SIGN 

 

SHENANDOAH (SOUTH) FAÇADE SHOWING “DOMINO” WALL SIGN & PROJECTING SIGN LOCATION 
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E. 

DATE:   July 30, 2018 
ADDRESS: 3400 Russell Boulevard ― Ward: 6 
ITEM: Nomination to the National Register of the Charles Stockstrom House 
STAFF: Andrea Gagen, Cultural Resources Office 

 
CHARLES STOCKSTROM HOUSE AKA THE MAGIC CHEF MANSION 

PREPARER: 
Andrew B. Weil/Landmarks Association of 
St. Louis 
 

OWNER:   
Shelley D. Donaho Trustees 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
The Preservation Board should direct the 
staff to prepare a report for the State 
Historic Preservation Office that the 
property meets the requirements of 
National Register Criteria C for Architecture.  
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RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 
      

Section 101(c)(2)(A) of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1996 (amended)   
Before a property within the jurisdiction of the certified local government may be considered by the 
State to be nominated to the Secretary for inclusion on the National Register, the State Historic 
Preservation Officer shall notify the owner, the applicable chief local elected official and the local 
historic preservation commission.  The commission, after reasonable opportunity for public comment, 
shall prepare a report as to whether or not such property, in its opinion, meets the criteria of the 
National Register. 

PROPERTY SUMMARY: 
      

Constructed from 1907-1909, the Chateauesque-style house was the crowning achievement of 
prominent St. Louis architect, Ernst Janssen. The home was built for the family of industrialist Charles 
Stockstrom and his wife, Hedwig.  Locally, the property has become known as the “Magic Chef 
Mansion”, as Stockstrom co-founded and made his fortune from the Quickmeal Stove Company, which 
was later renamed “Magic Chef.” Boasting 30 rooms and 12,000 square feet of living space, the home 
is the largest and arguably the most opulent extant residence on St. Louis’ south side. The Charles 
Stockstrom House is significant under Criterion C for Architecture.  
 
The Cultural Resources Offices concurs that this property is eligible for listing in the National Register 
under Criteria C for Architecture. 
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F. 

DATE:   July 30, 2018 
ADDRESS: 7212 Arsenal Street ― Ward: 24 
ITEM: Nomination to the National Register of the Wilkinson School 
STAFF: Andrea Gagen, Cultural Resources Office 

 
WILKINSON SCHOOL 

PREPARER: 
Andrew B. Weil/Landmarks Association of 
St. Louis 
 

OWNER:   
Board of Education of the City of St. Louis 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
The Preservation Board should direct the 
staff to prepare a report for the State 
Historic Preservation Office that the 
property meets the requirements of 
National Register Criteria C for Architecture.  
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RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 
      

Section 101(c)(2)(A) of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1996 (amended)   
Before a property within the jurisdiction of the certified local government may be considered by the 
State to be nominated to the Secretary for inclusion on the National Register, the State Historic 
Preservation Officer shall notify the owner, the applicable chief local elected official and the local 
historic preservation commission.  The commission, after reasonable opportunity for public comment, 
shall prepare a report as to whether or not such property, in its opinion, meets the criteria of the 
National Register. 

PROPERTY SUMMARY: 
      

Wilkinson School, designed by architect Rockwood Milligan, was constructed from 1926 to 1928. The 
school was the prototype of Milligan’s “Assymetrical Tower and Balcony” design.  The building dates to 
the end of Milligan’s career as Superintendent of School Buildings for the St. Louis Public School 
System. It is only one of three schools designed in this type. The Jacobethan-style school is a two-story 
modified “E” open plan with a raised basement. In addition to the end of Milligan’s career, the building 
also represents the final phase of the Ittner-Milligan era of school design.  Wilkinson School is 
representative of Milligan’s shift from symmetrical designs in keeping with Ittner, to more 
asymmetrical facades. Wilkinson School is significant under Criterion C for Architecture.  
 
The Cultural Resources Offices concurs that this property is eligible for listing in the National Register 
under Criteria C for Architecture. 
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G.  

DATE:   July 30, 2018 
ITEM: Discussion of DRAFT, Compatible New Construction Policy  
STAFF: Daniel Krasnoff 

The Director is presenting a DRAFT, Compatible New Construction Policy for discussion with the Board 
and public input.  In 2016 a previous draft of a Compatible New Construction Policy was considered by 
the Board, but no action was taken.   

The purpose of the policy is to create a process and rules that, at least in part, deal with projects that 
include design components that introduce contemporary elements which intentionally differentiate 
from the historic context.  This policy would be followed when there are proposals for new structures 
in local historic districts and in National Register Districts/Preservation Review Districts. 

These are important aspects of the DRAFT, Policy: 

 Legal authority continues to reside exclusively with the Cultural Resources Office and 
Preservation Board.  The process requires the inclusion of neighborhood representative(s) in 
meeting(s) between CRO staff and the development team regarding proposed designs.  

 Local historic district standards take precedence over the Compatible New Construction Policy 
if there is a conflict between them.   

 The Compatible New Construction Process is deferential to the Board-approved Preliminary 
Review Policy.       

 The Process section delineates at least one proscribed meeting, in the case of small projects, 
and two meetings in the case of large projects, that must include community representatives, 
as well as CRO staff and the developer 

 The Rules section is divided between Required Compatibility and Allowed Differentiation 

 The purpose of the Required Compatibility section is to ensure a significant degree of 
compatibility with the adjacent historic structures.  This section largely relates to matters of 
height, massing and set back, with some additional components. 

 The goal is that the envelope of the building proposed for construction must be very similar to 
the historic structures.  

 Allowed Differentiation provides for deliberate divergence from the historic context, including 
materials, color, details, etc.  However, no more than two of these components can be chosen: 
for example, if the materials and window designs are differentiated, then the policy requires 
that ratio of solid to void, fenestration, color of primary material and any decorative elements 
must be based upon the historic design context.  


