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Board Members Present    Cultural Resources Office Staff Present 
Richard Callow – Chairman    Dan Krasnoff, Director 
Anthony Robinson     Jan Cameron, Preservation Administrator 
Randy Vines      Andrea Gagen, Preservation Planner 
Tiffany Hamilton     Adona Buford, Administrative Assistant 
Mike Killeen      
Melanie Fathman     Legal Counsel 
       Barbara Birkicht 
 
PRELIMINARY REVIEWS 
 
A. 2018.0857 2003 ARSENAL STREET BENTON PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 
Owner:  Jessica Butler 
Applicant:  Killeen Studio Architects  
 
RESIDENTIAL PLAN: Preliminary review to construct one-story addition to 2.5 story  
 house.  
 
PROCEEDINGS: On August 27, 2018, the Preservation Board of the City of St. Louis 

met, pursuant to Ordinance #64689 of the City Code, to consider 
a preliminary review application to construct a one-story addition 
to a public façade at 2003 Arsenal Street, located in the Benton 
Park Local Historic District.  The application was submitted by 
Leigh Halsey of Killeen Studio Architects, the architect for the 
project. 

 
Board members Richard Callow (Chair), Randy Vines, Melanie 
Fathman, Tiffany Hamilton, and Anthony Robinson were present 
for the testimony for this agenda item. Board member Michael 
Killeen recused himself from this portion of the hearing. 

 
Andrea Gagen of the Cultural Resources Office made a 
presentation that examined the sections of City Ordinance 
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#67175, which sets forth the standards for new construction in 
the Benton Park Local Historic District.  She placed into the record 
a letter in support of the project from Alderman Dan Guenther. 
Ms. Gagen testified that while the addition was planned to appear 
as a separate, attached one-story building, the Benton Park 
standards do not allow additions to Public Facades. She noted also 
that the building followed a Model Example, but deviated from 
the Standards in Setback and Height. 

 
Michael Killen, of Killeen Studios, the project architect, testified 
on behalf of the project. He stated that the previous building on 
the site was a one-story commercial building vacant for many 
years; that the current owner cannot at this time afford to 
construct a two-story building; that while most buildings in the 
vicinity are two stories, there is a single-story house directly 
opposite and Benton Park is characterized by a mix of buildings of 
different scale. He further testified that the owner is agreeable to 
revising the setback. In response to a question from Board 
Member Vines, Mr. Killeen stated that the addition could be 
constructed to allow a second or third story to be constructed in 
future.  

 
FINDINGS OF FACTS:  The Preservation Board found that: 
 • The proposed site for construction, 2003 Arsenal, is   
  located in the Benton Park Local Historic District; 

• The addition will be made to the secondary façade that faces 
Wisconsin Avenue and the Benton Park Standards do not 
allow additions to be made to Public Facades; 

• The proposed design for the addition creates the appearance 
of a separate building and follows a Model Example; 

• The design deviates from the requirements of the Standards 
for setback and scale. 

   
BOARD DECISION: It was the decision of the Preservation Board to grant preliminary 
 approval for the new construction as proposed, with the 
 stipulation that the building be designed such that a second 
 and/or third story can be added in future; and that the applicant 
 works with the Cultural Resources office staff to develop that 
 design. 
 
 The motion was made by Board Member Robinson and seconded 
 by Board Member Vines. The motion passed unanimously.   
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B. 2018.0867 2017 RUTGER STREET  LAFAYETTE SQUARE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 
Owner:  Tony and Kara Krawat 
Applicant:  Killeen Studio Architects 
 
RESIDENTIAL PLAN:  Preliminary review to construct one-story side porch. 
 
PROCEEDINGS: On August 27, 2018, the Preservation Board of the City of St. Louis 

met, pursuant to Ordinance #64689 of the City Code, to consider 
a preliminary review application to construct a one-story screened 
porch addition at 2017 Rutger Street, located in the Lafayette 
Square Local Historic District.  The application was submitted by 
Michael Killeen of Killeen Studio Architects, the architect for the 
project. 

 
Board members Richard Callow (Chair), Randy Vines, Melanie 
Fathman, Tiffany Hamilton, and Anthony Robinson were present 
for the testimony for this agenda item. Board member Michael 
Killeen recused himself from this portion of the hearing. 

 
Daniel Krasnoff, Cultural Resources Office Director, made a 
presentation that examined the sections of City Ordinance 
#69112, which sets forth the standards for Exterior Alterations in 
the Lafayette Square Local Historic District. Mr. Krasnoff testified 
that no Historic Model Example had been identified for the new 
porch. He delineated prior additions that had been made to the 
house and testified that although the porch itself did not comply 
with all the Lafayette Square Standards, it was not prominently 
visible from the street and would not constitute a strong negative 
impact. 
 
Michael Killen, of Killeen Studios, the project architect, testified 
on behalf of the project. He stated that the existing porch was 
deteriorated, and the owners would like a somewhat deeper 
porch to accommodate their family’s outdoor activities. He 
acknowledged that no Historic Model Example had been found, 
but suggested a compromise to retain the proposed porch 
footprint and add appropriate detailing based on historic forms in 
the neighborhood. Mr. Killeen submitted revised drawings to the 
Board showing proposed revisions to the initial design. In 
response to a question from the Board, Mr. Killeen stated that a 
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material that was weather-resistant and paintable would be 
acceptable to the owners. 
 
Philip Lamczyk, Co-Vice President of the Lafayette Square 
Development Committee testified that the Committee had 
expressed general support of the project with stipulations that 
the porch be constructed of paintable material, with a Soulard-
style railing and other historic details. 

 
FINDINGS OF FACTS:  The Preservation Board found that:  

• 2017 Rutger is located in the Lafayette Square Local Historic 
District; 

• The proposed screened entry porch is visible from the street 
and does not comply with the Standards’ requirement to 
follow a Historic Model Example; 

• The owners have agreed to add appropriate detail based upon 
historic porches in the District and that the porch will be 
constructed of a paintable material. 

 
BOARD DECISION: It was the decision of the Preservation Board to grant preliminary 
 approval for the demolition of the existing porch and new 
 addition, with the stipulation that final design details are 
 developed in cooperation with the Cultural Resources Office staff. 
  

The motion was made by Board Member Hamilton and seconded 
by Board Member Vines. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
C. 2018.1002 4200-36 DR. ML KING DR THE VILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 
Owner:  The Rhema Church 
Applicant:  Grice Group Architects  
 
RESIDENTIAL PLAN:  Preliminary review to construct one-story church and multi- 
    purpose building.  
 
PROCEEDINGS: August 27, 2018 the Preservation Board of the City of St. Louis  
 met, pursuant to Ordinance #64689 of the City Code, to consider 
 a Preliminary Review for the proposed demolition and new 
 construction at 4200-36 Dr. Martin Luther King Drive, in The Ville 
 local historic district. 
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 Board members Richard Callow (Chairman), Melanie Fathman, 
 Tiffany Hamilton, Michael Killeen, Anthony Robinson and Randy 
 Vines were present for the testimony for this agenda item.  
 

Daniel Krasnoff of the Cultural Resources Office made a 
presentation that examined the sections of City Ordinance 
#64689, as revised by City Ordinance #64832, which delineate 
criteria for the review of demolition proposals when buildings are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.   

 
Mr. Krasnoff evaluated the demolition in regards to the criteria in 
the ordinances and stated the reasons for the Cultural Resources 
Office’s recommendation in support of the demolition and new 
construction.   

 
FINDINGS OF FACTS:  The Preservation Board found that: 

• The proposed site, 4200-36 Dr. Martin Luther King, is located 
 in The Ville Local Historic District; 

• 4208-16 Dr. Martin Luther King, constructed in 1884, is a 
 contributing building to the district, it is vacant and 
 deteriorated but shows no signs of structural failure; 
• the Rhema Church is being relocated from its location at 2233 

 Cass Avenue due to the NGA construction; 
• the Rhema church wishes to establish its new sanctuary in 
 The Ville neighborhood.; 
• the construction of this substantial new structure represents a 
 significant investment in The Ville and on Dr. Martin Luther 
 King Drive. 

 
BOARD DECISION: It was the decision of the Preservation Board to granted 
 preliminary approval for the demolition and new construction 
 with the following stipulations: final design details are developed 
 in cooperation with Cultural Resources Office staff and the 
 applicant obtains a building permit prior to approval of the 
 demolition permit.  The motion was made by Board Member 
 Melanie Fathman made the motion  which was seconded by 
 Board Member Hamilton. The motion passed unanimously. 
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D. 2018.1003  3136 HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD COMPTON HEIGHTS HISTORIC DIST. 

 
Owner:  Herbie and Melissa Markwort 
Applicant:  Mainline Group Architecture  
 
RESIDENTIAL PLAN:  Preliminary review to construct two-story addition to existing  
    house. 
 
PROCEEDINGS: On August 27, 2018, the Preservation Board of the City of St. Louis 

met, pursuant to Ordinance #64689 of the City Code, to consider 
a preliminary review application to construct an addition to a 
public façade at 3136 Hawthorne Boulevard, located in the 
Compton Hill Local Historic District.  The application was 
submitted by Allen F. Roehrig of Mainline Architecture, Inc., the 
architect for the project. 

 
Board members Richard Callow (Chair), Randy Vines, Melanie 
Fathman, Mike Killeen and Anthony Robinson were present for 
the testimony for this agenda item.  

 
Andrea Gagen of the Cultural Resources Office made a 
presentation that examined the sections of City Ordinance 
#57702, which sets forth the standards for rehabilitation and new 
construction in the Compton Hill Local District.  She placed into 
the record a letter in support of the project from the Compton 
Heights Neighborhood Betterment Association. She also entered 
into the record to letters from neighbors of 3136 Hawthorne Blvd.  
Ms. Gagen testified that while the addition was well-designed, it 
did not comply with the Compton Hill Historic District standards 
as the original roofline, porch details and cornice on the east 
elevation are being altered or removed. 
 
Allen F. Roehrig, of Mainline Architects, the project architect, 
testified on behalf of the project. He gave a PowerPoint 
presentation that explained the design concept and variations of 
the design, stating that they would like to have Option A, which 
was the original proposal.   
 
William Brush, President of the Compton Heights Neighborhood 
Betterment Association, testified in favor of the project. He also 
testified that the existing porch piers and railing were not original 
to the building, and asked for a variance to approve Option A. 
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FINDINGS OF FACTS:  The Preservation Board found that: 
 • The proposed site for the addition, 3136 Hawthorne Blvd., is  
  located in the Compton Hill Local Historic District. 

• The addition will enclose the open, second-story porch and 
 add on to the east elevation of the residence; 
• the addition is well-designed and continues the existing 
 architectural style of the building; 
• the amount of change to the building is limited due to the fact 
 that the porch elements including the handrail and piers, are 
 not original to the building.  

 
BOARD DECISION: It was the decision of the Preservation Board to grant preliminary 
 approval for the new addition, Option A, as presented with final 
 drawings and designed details to be approved by the Cultural 
 Resources Office. 
  
 The motion was made by Board Member Killeen and seconded by 
 Board Member Robinson. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
E. 2018.1032 3842-46 OLIVE STREET NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

 
Owner/Applicant:  Olive West Properties – Jim Maloney 
 
RESIDENTIAL PLAN:  Preliminary review of demolition of rear only. 
 
PROCEEDINGS: August 27, 2018 the Preservation Board of the City of St. Louis 

met, pursuant to Ordinance #64689 of the City Code, to consider 
a Preliminary Review of the proposed partial demolition of the 
Henry L. Wolfner Memorial Library at 3842-46 Olive Street. 

 
Board members Richard Callow (Chairman), Melanie Fathman, 
Tiffany Hamilton, Michael Killeen and Randy Vines were present 
for the testimony for this agenda item.  
 
Daniel Krasnoff of the Cultural Resources Office made a 
presentation that examined the sections of City Ordinance 
#64689, as revised by City Ordinance #64832, which delineate 
criteria for the review of demolition proposals when buildings are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.   
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Mr. Krasnoff evaluated the demolition in regards to the criteria in 
the ordinances and stated the reason the Cultural Resources 
Office’s staff was recommending support of the demolition of the 
rear section of the building.  He identified the building as one of 
“High Merit” due to its listing as a single site on the National 
Register of Historic Places.   He classified the building as sound, 
per the ordinances—meaning it will stand for more than six 
months. Also discussed were two key components of the criteria:  
whether or not there were “unusual circumstances” that justify 
the demolition and whether or not the proposed new 
construction was “of equal or greater architectural value” when 
compared to the existing building.   
 
Mr. Krasnoff identified the “unusual circumstances” justifying the 
demolition as being the impressively designed, front portion of 
the building and the bold redevelopment proposal for the block.  
Additionally, the rear portion of the building contributed little to 
the streetscape.  Finally, the commissioning of designs by 
prominent national and international architects meant that the 
proposed development would likely provide for new construction 
designs of equal or greater value than the portion of the building 
to be demolished. 
 
Board Member Vines asked if the demolition of the rear half 
would negate the opportunity for future use of Historic Tax 
Credits to rehabilitate the library building.  Mr. Krasnoff said the 
front portion of the building was being restored on the exterior 
and also being improved on the interior.  So, even if the total 
development did not come to fruition, the main block of the 
Wolfner Library building will be rehabilitated.   
 
Steve Trampe spoke for the developer.   He said the developer will 
rehabilitate the front portion of the Wolfner Library while 
engaging renowned national and international architects to create 
unique designs for homes on the block.  He said the four 
architects will develop display models and buyers will be able to 
choose from those options on the south side of the block.  In 
addition, the north side of the block will be developed with single 
family houses.    
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FINDINGS OF FACTS:  The Preservation Board found that: 

 the former Henry L. Wolfner Memorial Library for the Blind 
 building has been individually listed on the National Register 
 since 2005, 

 the building is High Merit, according to ordinances 64689 and 
 64832, 

 the Wolfner Library is “sound” as defined by the ordinances. 

 the Wolfner Library has been in a state of disrepair for many 
 years, 

 the developer is rehabilitating the front portion of the library, 
 which will enhance the design character of Olive Street, 

 the portion of the Library that is proposed to be demolished 
 has little architectural character, and 

 the proposed redevelopment of the block will feature the 
 designs significant contemporary architects, and is an unusual  
 circumstance that justifies the loss of the rear portion of the 
 building.  

 
BOARD DECISION: It was the decision of the Preservation Board to grant   
  preliminary approval for demolition of the rear portion of the  
  building only.  Board Member Fathman made the motion which  
  was seconded by Board Member Hamilton. The motion approved  
  unanimously.  
 
F. 2018.0016 1917 RUTGER STREET  LAFAYETTE SQUARE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 
Owner/Applicant:  JLSK Properties – Joseph Adewunmi  
 
RESIDENTIAL PLAN:  Preliminary review to retain roof-top deck constructed without a  
    permit. 
 
PROCEEDINGS: On August 27, 2018, the Preservation Board of the City of St. Louis 
 met, pursuant to Ordinance #64689 of the City Code, to consider 
 a preliminary review application to retain a roof deck constructed 
 without a permit at 1917 Rutger Street, located in the Lafayette 
 Square Local Historic District.  The application was submitted by 
 Joseph Adewunmi of JLSK Properties, the owner of the building. 
 
 Board members Richard Callow (Chair), Randy Vines, Melanie 
 Fathman, Michael Killeen, Tiffany Henderson, and Anthony 
 Robinson were present for the testimony for this agenda item.  
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Daniel Krasnoff, Cultural Resources Office Director, made a 
presentation that examined the sections of City Ordinance 
#69112, which sets forth the standards for Exterior Alterations in 
the Lafayette Square Local Historic District. Mr. Krasnoff testified 
that the deck did not comply with the District Standards which 
require that no roof deck be visible from the street. He noted, 
however, that the deck did not have a significant visual impact 
upon the streetscape or district; that while the railing was 
somewhat visible in winter and spring, it was hidden by trees the 
rest of the year and that it was unlikely that pedestrians would 
notice it. Mr. Krasnoff also stated that the owner had agreed to 
change the railing to a black wrought-iron rail, which would 
further reduce its visibility.  He then submitted into the record a 
letter received from Suzanne Sessions, Co-Vice President of the 
Lafayette Square Development Committee against approval of the 
roof deck. 
 
Joseph Adewunmi, the building owner, testified on his own 
behalf. He stated that the railing was installed originally to protect 
the HVAC units on the roof, not to provide a recreation area; and 
that the deck is not visible from the street. 

 
Philip Lamczyk, Co-Vice President of the Lafayette Square 
Development Committee testified that the Committee had 
received a number of complaints about the roof deck from 
property owners on neighboring streets, and that the structure 
detracted from the historic charm of the neighborhood. He 
emphasized that the Committee would like the District Standards 
to be enforced, as the deck is visible from both upper story 
windows and from street level. 

 
Linda Pallmann, a member of the Lafayette Square Development 
Committee and an adjacent property owner, testified against the 
project. She said she had a clear view of the deck from her 
building and as Mississippi Avenue sloped to the north, the deck 
was very visible from across the street. Ms. Pallmann also stated 
that the marketing brochure for the 1917 Rutger building had 
clearly mentioned the roof deck as an amenity. 

FINDINGS OF FACTS:  The Preservation Board found that: 
 • 1917 Rutger is located in the Lafayette Square Local Historic  
  District; 
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• on the roof of the building, the applicant has constructed a 
 large wood deck bordered by a wood handrail; 
• the Historic District Standards require that any deck on the 
 uppermost story of a building be hidden from street view. 
• currently, the railing is not visible from any angle when trees 
 are in leaf; it is moderately visible in winter and spring; 
• the railing does not have a significant impact upon the historic 
 appearance of the neighborhood; 
• the owner has agreed to replace the wood railing with black 

 wrought-iron to reduce its visibility. 
 
BOARD DECISION: It was the decision of the Preservation Board to grant preliminary 

approval to retain the roof deck as constructed with the 
stipulation that a black metal railing be installed, the design to be 
coordinated with the Cultural Resources Office staff; and with the 
condition that the deck is not altered in size from its current 
construction. 

 
    The motion was made by Board Member Vines and seconded by  
    Board Member Fathman. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 


