
Proposed Adoption of  

Gravois-Jefferson Historic Neighborhoods Plan 

as a Neighborhood Plan 

The City of St. Louis Planning Commission will be considering whether to adopt 
(approve) the Gravois-Jefferson Historic Neighborhoods Plan as a Neighborhood 
Plan. A Presentation and Public Hearing, as well as a vote on the proposed 
Adoption, will be held at the City of St. Louis Planning Commission meeting on 
Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at 1520 Market St., 
Suite 2000, in the Board Room. 

The planning process for the Gravois-Jefferson Historic Neighborhoods Plan 
began in September 2016. Following an extensive public participation process, 
the draft Neighborhood Plan was submitted to the City of St. Louis Planning and 
Urban Design Agency (PDA) in March 2018. 

The study area is generally bounded by Gravois Ave. on the north, Jefferson 
Ave./Broadway on the east, Meramec St. on the south, and Grand Blvd. on the 
west. The study area’s boundaries generally follow the boundaries of the 
Gravois-Jefferson Streetcar Suburb Historic District, which was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places over a decade ago. It includes portions of 
four neighborhoods -- all of Benton Park West and Gravois Park, and portions of 
Dutchtown and Mount Pleasant. 

Despite its historic architecture and other amenities, all four neighborhoods are 
struggling with a variety of issues, including crime and physical deterioration. 
Unlike many neighborhood plans which primarily focus on topics such as land 
use, development and transportation, the Gravois-Jefferson Historic 
Neighborhoods Plan is a more comprehensive document. Its recommendations -- 
some of which fall outside the purview of the Planning Commission and the City 
of St. Louis Planning and Urban Design Agency (PDA) -- are organized by the 
following topics: 

 Safety 

 Youth and Education 

 Employment and Business Development 

 Housing 

 Health 

 Transit, Streets and Walkability 

 Arts and Culture 

 Environment 



 

The purpose of the Gravois-Jefferson Historic Neighborhoods Plan is to guide 
community development efforts in the study area. Its vision statement is: “Our 
vision is for accessible, sustainable, inclusive neighborhoods where families and 
individuals thrive in a diverse and historically rich, engaged community.” 

The Neighborhood Plan was prepared by Rise Community Development, a non-
profit organization that acts as a resource and partner to the community, bringing 
together non-profit organizations, financial institutions and government to 
revitalize neighborhoods. Other members of the planning team included 
Dutchtown South Community Corporation, a community development corporation 
located in the study area; UrbanWerks Architecture and Design, an architecture, 
urban design, and planning firm; and Development Strategies, a real estate, 
community, and economic development consulting firm. 

 
Copies of the draft Neighborhood Plan, as well as this document, are available 
for review during the public review period -- from Tuesday, April 10, 2018 through 
Wednesday, May 2, 2018 -- at three locations: 

 Thomas Dunn Learning Center, 3113 Gasconade St. (at Minnesota Ave.) 
o Open Monday-Thursday, 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

 Five Star Senior Center, 2832 Arsenal St. (at Oregon Ave.) 
o Open Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

 City of St. Louis Planning and Urban Design Agency (PDA), 1520 Market 
St., Suite 2000 

o Open Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
 
In addition, copies of these two documents are available online at: 
http://www.stlouis-mo.gov/planning. 
 
As the first step in the Neighborhood Plan Adoption process, the Planning 
Commission gave its approval to conduct a Presentation and Public Hearing 
regarding the Gravois-Jefferson Historic Neighborhoods Plan at its March 7, 
2018 meeting. 

The Presentation and Public Hearing will be held at the City of St. Louis Planning 
Commission meeting on Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 5.30 p.m. The meeting will be 
held at the City of St. Louis Planning and Urban Design Agency (PDA), 1520 
Market St., Suite 2000, in the Board Room. Presentations will be made by PDA 
staff and a representative(s) of the planning team that prepared the 
Neighborhood Plan. Following the two Presentations, a Public Hearing will be 
conducted by the Planning Commission. Anyone interested in speaking or 
providing written review comments in favor of or in opposition to the Adoption of 
the Neighborhood Plan will be given an opportunity to do so at the Public 
Hearing. The public review period will end at the close of the Public Hearing. 

 

http://www.stlouis-mo.gov/planning


Written review comments can also be submitted prior to the Public Hearing to 
Roman Kordal, of PDA, via: 

 E-mail: kordalr@stlouis-mo.gov 

 Mail: Roman Kordal 
City of St. Louis Planning and Urban Design Agency 
1520 Market St. 
Suite 2000 
St. Louis, MO 63103 

 Fax: (314) 613-7014 
 
Written review comments regarding the Neighborhood Plan prior to the Public 
Hearing will be accepted until Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 5:00 p.m. These written 
review comments will be forwarded to the Planning Commission for its review 
and consideration. 
 
PDA staff will prepare a resolution (staff report) with its recommendations 
regarding the Adoption of the Neighborhood Plan. (Further information regarding 
PDA’s recommendations is detailed below.) The resolution will be distributed to 
the Planning Commission on Friday, April 27, 2018. 
 
Immediately following the Presentation and Public Hearing, the Planning 
Commission will vote on the Adoption of the Neighborhood Plan at its 
Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 5:30 p.m. meeting. The Planning Commission may 
take one of three actions: adopt (approve) the Neighborhood Plan, modify the 
Neighborhood Plan, or reject the Neighborhood Plan. Unlike most Planning 
Commission actions -- where the Planning Commission serves as an advisory 
body to the City’s Board of Aldermen, and the ultimate decision requires the 
approval of an ordinance by the Board of Aldermen and the Mayor -- the 
authority to adopt a Neighborhood Plan rests solely with the Planning 
Commission. 
 
The Planning Commission will base its decision on a number of factors, 
including: 

 A review of the Gravois-Jefferson Historic Neighborhoods Plan document. 

 The Neighborhood Plan’s compliance with the “Minimum Submittal 
Requirements for Neighborhood Plans”, a set of requirements for 
Neighborhood Plans, which were adopted by the Planning Commission in 
2000. (See Exhibit A.) 

 The oral and written review comments received during the public review 
period. 

 The support of neighborhood residents and other stakeholders. 

 PDA’s recommendations, which will be in the form of a resolution. The 
resolution will summarize a number of items, including the Neighborhood 
Plan’s compliance with the “Minimum Submittal Requirements for 
Neighborhood Plans” and the written review comments received during 
the public review period. 



 
For further information or questions regarding the Neighborhood Plan Adoption 
process, please contact Roman Kordal, of PDA, at kordalr@stlouis-mo.gov or 
314 (657-3872). 
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