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Francis Park Strategic Plan

A - Survey reSultS



Name Of Amenity Yes No Excellent Good Fair Poor Overall Rating
A. Tennis courts 62 67 11 33 12 6 Good
B. Walking paths 115 14 37 68 8 2 Good
C. Lily pond 68 61 25 37 5 1 Good
D. Handball courts 30 99 4 5 14 7 Fair
E. Baseball fields 64 65 7 12 30 15 Fair
F. Drainage systems 69 60 4 9 12 44 Poor
G. Playground 98 31 37 48 13 0 Good
H. Restrooms 87 42 6 12 23 46 Poor
I. Park lighting 83 46 12 32 34 5 Fair
J. Racquetball courts 28 101 6 4 9 9 Fair
K. Roller hockey rink 27 102 6 9 6 6 Good
L. Park landscape 108 21 43 51 11 3 Good
M. General park character 99 30 31 58 9 1 Good

2. Top Five Projects to be Completed in Francis Park

Option Label Total Votes Percent
A. Renovate/improve tennis courts 26 4%
B. Renovate/improve handball courts 4 1%
C. Renovate/improve baseballs fields 35 6%
D. Renovate/improve lily ponds 24 4%
E. Renovate/improve restrooms 77 13%
F. Improve park drainage 68 11%
G. Improve the playground 30 5%
H. Add youth soccer fields 30 5%
I. Improve park security 53 9%
J. Add separate running path 41 7%
K. Teen activity area 37 6%
L. Renovate/improve racquetball courts 9 1%
M. Create more natural/wildlife areas 42 7%
N. Provide interpretive/educational opportunities 11 2%
O. Permanent bandstand/pavilion 33 5%
P. Add park picnic pavilions (Holding 10-15 people) 48 8%
Q. Add bike lanes on streets surrounding Francis Park 41 7%

Top Five:
1 E.  Renovate/improve restrooms
2 F.  Improve park drainage
3 I.  Improve park security
4 P.  Add park picnic pavilions (Holding 10-15 people)
5 M.  Create more natural/wildlife areas

3. Which Three Projects in Question #2 Do You Think are Most Important for the City Move Forward in Funding? 

Option Label Total Votes Percent
A. Renovate/improve tennis courts 12 3%
B. Renovate/improve handball courts 3 1%
C. Renovate/improve baseballs fields 17 5%
D. Renovate/improve lily ponds 7 2%
E. Renovate/improve restrooms 54 15%
F. Improve park drainage 59 17%
G. Improve the playground 19 5%
H. Add youth soccer fields 14 4%
I. Improve park security 36 10%
J. Add separate running path 17 5%
K. Teen activity area 18 5%
L. Renovate/improve racquetball courts 5 1%
M. Create more natural/wildlife areas 23 6%
N. Provide interpretive/educational opportunities 6 2%
O. Permanent bandstand/pavilion 17 5%
P. Add park picnic pavilions (Holding 10-15 people) 27 8%
Q. Add bike lanes on streets surrounding Francis Park 20 6%

Rated Top Priority 
1 F.  Improve park drainage
2 E.  Renovate/improve restrooms
3 I.  Improve park security

Francis Park Community Interest Survey Results

1. Amenity Use and Conditions



4. Which Events, Held in Francis Park, Do You Typically Attend?

Votes Event Percent
42 Easter Egg Hunt 11%
90 Art in the Park 23%
64 Band Concerts 17%
40 Movies in the Park 10%
45 Run for the Hills 12%
65 Christmas Tree Lighting 17%
41 Gateway Cup Bike Race 11%

5. How Often Did You, or Members of Your Household, Visit Francis Park in the Past Year?

Votes Options Percent
2 Never 2%
9 1-5 Times 7%

16 6-10 Times 13%
30 11-25 Times 24%
70 26+ Times 55%

6. Do You Live in St. Louis Hills?

Votes Options Percent
74 Yes 57%
55 No 43%

7. If You Live in St. Louis Hills, How Many Years Have You Lived There?

Total Surveyed = 74
Average Length of Residency = 18

8. Are You a Member of the St. Louis Hills Neighborhood Association?

Votes Options Percent
54 Y 42%
75 N 58%

9. Counting Yourself, How Many People in Your Household Are:

Votes Choices Percent
16 Under 5 years 4%
53 5-9 years 13%
83 10-14 years 20%
39 15-19 years 9%
20 20-24 years 5%
19 25-34 years 5%
83 35-44 years 20%
56 45-54 years 13%
27 55-64 years 6%
24 65+ years 6% Total Number Accounted For: 420

10. See "Free Form" Sheet.

11. What is Your Age?

Average Age = 36

12. What is Your Gender?

Votes Options Percent
59 Male 46%
68 Female 54%

13. Please Check Whether You Own or Rent the Residence You Live in:

Votes Options Percent
118 Own 93%

9 Rent 7%

14. See "Free Form" Sheet



Responses:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

My kids are past age now, but a lined soccer field in the valley and south of the racquet ball courts, in addition 
dancing, Ice Skateing, Singing
If I was a teenager, I would want a basketball court.
Play loud song and do crazy songs.

Francis Park Community Interest Survey Results 
Question 10

10. If You Have a Teen in Your Household, are There Any Amenities/Activities They would Find as Good 

Security
Basketball Courts.

Skateboard Area
I love gymnastics and volleyball.
Pool, basketball court, better restrooms, water fountain.
Basketball Courts.

A large fountain / sprayer that they could play in on hot days would be good
Teen activity area
A baseball field with good drainage systems.
Volleyball Court

Bike races
A pavillion to hang out at.
Video games and side games.  Dodgeball
Tennis, rollerblading, skating, lost of free open space, hills to ride down.

Teen activity area (fire pit with chairs or benches to sit on)
Lots of people hit golf balls around the park.  Maybe we could add a single par 3 hole so they can practice.
Better baseball fields and drainage and a reen activity center.  Swimming pool.
Basketball hoops, volleyball nets.

I would add better things to the baseball fields, including dugouts, maybe a new backstop; I would add soccer 
Better restrooms. Better tennis courts.
Baseball field - well maintained w/ dugouts.  Ice skating.  Repair raquet ball courts.
Basketball hoops.  Pavillion (small ~ labeled "Teen Area"). Tables.  (If area is labeled maybe they'll take 

Improving tennis courts.
Swings, and a lot of other things.
Rollerblade or skateboard park including ramps like @ So City YMCA.  Dog park area.
Improve park security to keep teens respectful of park amenities.

A wall to hit tennis balls @ the tennis courts; its too dangerous to hit at the rq & handball courts too remote. No 
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Have full time security in the park on weekends.
Pavillions to rent would be great; soccer fields; drainage issues; cut grass more often.
Private security for neighborhood and park.
Be sure to have good lighting in the park. (Especially by the Lily Pond)

14. If You Have Any Other Suggestions or Comments, Please List Them Below:

I would like to see the playground be more handicap accessible.  Great example is Tilles Parks.  Also would be 
The SLHNA History committee would appreciate consideration being given to convert part of building adjacent 
If separate running path is not constructed, make side walk wider. An interior trail for small children to ride their 
Smell is bad in summer on Tamm & Eichelberger.

Drainage system should be first priority.
Donna,  Thank you so much for all you do for us.  You are a very positive and creative force for all of us.
I think the need for a park square of sorts is great.  Bathroom upgrades are definitely a must.  Drainage should 
No mentions of crosswalks, rumble strips, or signage.  Slow traffic around park.

Keep lawn in better shape
I have grown up at Francis Park.  Please keep up the beauty of it.  It is a wonderful park to take your children 
Just please get a good baseball field.
They should put in a skate park.  They could put in a toddlers area also.

I think you should make the restrooms much……much….much…..much……Better
The bathroom in Francis park is the worst like lendonwood pk.
I think we need more roller hocky rinks or to make the one bigger
I have 3 small children.  I wasn't able to take them to Francis when they were younger because the bathrooms 

Bathrooms are really crummy.
More swings in playground.
Please improve the drainage.  Sometimes my family calls it Lake Francis because of the stagnant water.
No community swimming pool.

If you make the running path, make it nice and smooth not like the road.
Dog park, improve drainage system
People letting their dogs poop on the sidewalk.  This is a big problem at the park!
They need a skate park.

Add dodgeball court and football field.
I would love to see more wildlife.  I love the crativeness of the pond area.  We need more. We need better 
There should be a dog path where you can walk you dog.
Sand volleyball court.  Scavenger hunt in the park for everybody.  Ponds with fish and frogs.

Basketball court with removable rims controling accesstime.  Equipment check out center; hospitality center 
Like the picnis benches here and there around the park.
Housekeeping for bathrooms.  Vending machines.  Kiip it as an old time neighborhood park.
Bike lanes around park.  Some open field area so that people can bring their dogs and play ball and run 

I think we need to add some things like roller rink, skateboard rink, not have the big hill, a place to roast 
Put concrete walk from bandstand to Eichelberger - after concers to walk to parked cars.  There are no lights 
Though park drainage is important, only one area of the park experiences flooding: East side of tennis courts.  
Unless we address the drainage, all else is for naught.

Places for grilling/picnics.
Francis Park is our most favorite of all city parks.
make a hot tub and a sand volleyball court.
More swings, baseball court.

1) Almost every day I see dogs off leashes.  Perhaps more signage or enforcement of ordinance would help.
Create better signage identifying the park.  Additional and more esthetically pleasing lighing many more trees 

Rain gardens for drainage and playground enclosure.
Taste of South Hampton/St. Louis Hills.  Samples of area restaurants.
We love Francis Park, but it could always be improved.
We should focus on repairing/improving current amenities in the park before adding new structures.  The 

Francis Park Community Interest Survey Results 
Question 14

More lights.  More security - perhaps a resident fee to keep vandels at bay and out of the neighborhood!!!

Please keep tennis courts in good condition.
Parents too be more responsible for their kids behavior in the park.
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