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To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Date: 

File No. PDA-016-21-TOP 
City of St. Louis Planning Commission 

Don Roe, Executive Director 

North Central Vision Action Plan – Approval to Conduct a Presentation and Public Hearing at   a 
Future Planning Commission Meeting 

June 9, 2021 

Summary 

Submittal: A Topical Plan comprising two 
neighborhoods has been submitted to the Planning 
and Urban Design Agency (PDA) for review by the 
Planning Commission. The North Central Vision 
Action Plan has been prepared by H3 Studios (a St. 
Louis- based firm), in partnership with the Deaconess 
Foundation and other local stakeholders. The 
planning process was initiated in September 2020 to 
develop a topical plan that would help guide the 
North Central Plan community into a whole, healthy 
and vibrant community over the next 20 years.   

The planning area is bounded by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Dr. to the north, Compton Ave. to the east and N. 
Newstead Ave. to the west. The southern boundary of 
the area runs eastward on Delmar Boulevard from 
Newstead Ave to Vandeventer Ave, south to Lindell 
Blvd and heads east to Compton Ave and includes two 
neighborhoods –Vandeventer and Covenant Blu-Grand 
Center. Additionally, the area is located in the 4th, 18th, and 19th wards. 

This resolution seeks the approval of the Planning Commission to advertise and conduct a Presentation and 
Public Hearing to consider the adoption of the North Central Vision Action Plan as a Topical Plan for the 
Vandeventer and Covenant Blu-Grand Center Neighborhoods.  

This resolution takes no action on the adoption of the North Central Vision Action Plan as a Topical Plan 
other than requesting that the Planning Commission agrees to conduct a Presentation and Public Hearing 
and directs staff to fulfill the procedural requirements for the Public Hearing. 

Recommended Action 
That the Planning Commission approves advertising and conducting a Presentation and Public Hearing to 
consider the adoption of the North Central Vision Action Plan as a Topical  Plan at a future Planning Commission 
Meeting.  
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Figure 1. Planning Area boundaries and neighborhoods 

1.0 Background 
   The North Central Vision Action Plan was spearheaded by the Deaconess Foundation with support of Steering 

Committee members which included: neighborhood leaders, Deaconess Foundation leaders, United Church of 
Christ Church Building and Loan Fund leaders, and city and institutional partners invested in the revitalization of 
the Vandeventer and Covenant Blu-Grand Center neighborhoods. Both neighborhoods have a rich history such as 
Covenant Blu-Grand Center being home to many civic institutions like Fabulous Fox Theatre, Grand Center Arts 
District, and Powell Symphony Hall; meanwhile, Vandeventer served as one of the neighborhoods home to 
thriving African American businesses.   

 
Through a history of discriminatory practices and policies these neighborhoods faced a decline in population and 
investment and members of the community want to change that narrative. Hence the North Central Vision Action 
Plan is meant to provide a framework and strategy for developing a “whole, healthy and vibrant community 
comprised of distinctive neighborhoods, housing, and cultural, religious and educational amenities” to revitalize 
the area for currents resident and attract newcomers. The area is currently home to a population of 5,254 residents 
with the majority of the population identifying as Black (Vandeventer 89% and Covenant Blu-Grand Center 63 %). 
The median household income for the area is $37,094 for Vandeventer and $34,214 for the Convenant Blu-Grand 
Center neighborhoods. 

 
   Plan Engagement Process 

To bring about the goals of revitalizing the area, the Deaconess Foundation and Steering Committee partnered with 
H3 Studios, Vector Communications, and Action St. Louis Power Project to set a vision for the area.  

Planning Process 
Phase 1 Project Commencement + Project Area 
Analysis (September – October 2020) 

o September 19th Community Kickoff Event 
o September 30th Steering Committee  
o October 6th Community Wide Open House  
o October 28th Steering Committee #2 

Phase 2 Community Vision + Core Values (November 
– December 2020) 

o November 11th Town Hall #2 
o December 9th Steering Committee Meeting 

#3 
Phase 3 Community + Neighborhood Framework 
Plan Options (January 2021) 

o January 27th Steering Committee Meeting 
#4 

Phase 4 Draft Vision Action Plan (February 2021) 
o February 2nd Town Hall #3 
o February 17th Steering Committee Meeting 

#5 
Phase 5 Final Vision Action Plan + Client Approval (March – May 2021) 

o March 23rd Town Hall #4 
o May 15th Plan Celebration 
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Community Engagement & Outreach  
To set about a community-led visioning process for the area: a formal steering committee was formed; 
stakeholder interviews, focus groups, a community wellbeing survey, and Town Hall meetings conducted; and 
an interactive website hosted all materials for the plan. The details of each outreach method are outlined below. 
 
• 27 Steering Committee Members from local neighborhood organizations, businesses, institutions, and 

churches and Alderpersons from the 4th, 18th, and 19th wards who served as Ex Officio members provided 
input and guidance to the Deaconess Foundation and consultant planning team.    
 

• Stakeholder Interviews and Focus groups meetings with residents, businesses , art institutions, government 
agencies, and elected officials centered on identifying neighborhood strengths , improvement opportunities, 
suggestions on how to improve the area, and the impacts of COVID-19 on the community.   

 
• Over 200 Community Well-Being Surveys were collected (179 responses from Vandeventer and 106 

responses from Covenant Blu Grand Center neighborhoods) 
 
• Four town hall meetings were conducted for residents to learn about the planning process and to receive 

feedback from the community on planning elements such as goals, strategies, and core values.  
 
• A kickoff event was conducted to start the process of visioning for the area and a celebration was conducted 

to conclude the process and submit the plan to City’s Planning & Urban Design Agency for review.  
 
2.0 Public Input 
Creating the opportunity for the Planning Commission to receive public input regarding the adoption of the North 
Central Vision Action Plan as a Topical Plan is the purpose of this resolution. 

 

Requested Action 
That the Planning Commission advertising and conducting a Presentation and Public Hearing to consider the 
adoption of the North Central Vision Action Plan as a Topical Plan at a future Planning Commission meeting. 

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS PLANNING COMMISSION 
AS FOLLOWS: 

 
1. The Planning Commission will conduct a Presentation and Public Hearing at a future Planning 

Commission meeting to seek public input regarding the adoption of the North Central Vision Action Plan 
as a Topical Plan. 

 
2. The Executive Director of the Planning and Urban Design Agency is hereby directed and authorized to 

make arrangements and the final determination as to which regular or special meeting of the Planning 
Commission will include the Presentation and Public Hearing, as well as a vote to adopt, modify, or reject 
the North Central Vision Action Plan as a Topical Plan. 

 
3. The Executive Director of the Planning and Urban Design Agency is hereby directed to follow the rules 

regarding the provision of public notice for the Presentation and Public Hearing, as set forth in Ordinance 
64687
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