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To:  City of St. Louis Planning Commission 
 
From:  Don Roe, Executive Director 
 
Subject: Renaming of an Existing Public Street  

(Renaming of Childrens Place to Nash Way)  
 
Date:  October 1, 2021 
 
Summary 
 
Submittal: Existing public street 
renaming petition for Planning 
Commission review and 
recommendation. 
 
Existing Street Name: Childrens 
Place is the current street name for an 
existing public street that extends 
between Euclid Avenue on the west 
to Taylor Avenue on the east. The 
street is located in the Central West 
End neighborhood.   
 
In addition to this public portion of 
the street, there is a private portion of 
street to the west (off of 
Kingshighway Blvd and which is not 
physically connected) that will not be 
renamed. 
 
Proposed Street Name: A petition has been submitted to PDA requesting that the public street which is a cul-de-
sac between Taylor Avenue and Euclid Ave be renamed from Childrens Place to Nash Way.  
 
Petitioner: Robert Blaine on behalf of Washington University in St. Louis, LLC, property owner for 3 of the 5 
parcels along Childrens Place. In addition, property owners of 5 of the 5 parcels which front Childrens Place have 
signed the petition indicating their support to rename the street. 
 
Support Letter: Submitted by Alderwoman Tina Pihl (17th Ward) as part of and a requirement of the petition. 
 
Recommended Action 
That the Planning Commission finds that the proposed street name meets the criteria for street names and 
recommends approval of the petition as submitted to the City’s Board of Aldermen of the proposed renaming of 
Childrens Place -- extending between Taylor Avenue on the east to Euclid Avenue on the west (with no direct drive 
in or out of Euclid Ave) -- to Nash Way. 
 
 
 
  



1.0 Background 
 
Proposal 
Childrens Place is the current street name for an existing public street (cul-de-sac) that extends between Euclid 
Avenue on the west (with no drivable connection) to Taylor Avenue on the east. The street is located in the Central 
West End neighborhood.  

 
There is a private cul-de-sac with access from Kingshighway Boulevard named Childrens Place that serves as the 
main entrance to Children’s Hospital. This private cul-de-sac does not provide vehicular access to this public portion 
of Childrens Place which is the subject of the request for renaming. Furthermore, any piece of the road west of 
Euclid Avenue has been vacated by the City of St. Louis to function as a private entrance to Children’s Hospital. 
While not in the purview of the City of St. Louis, the applicant has indicated that the private portion of Childrens 
Place will remain named as Childrens Place. 

 
A petition has been submitted to the Planning and Urban Development Agency (PDA) requesting that the public 
street be renamed from Childrens Place to Nash Way. The petitioner is Robert Blaine on behalf of Washington 
University, owner of 3 of the five parcels with frontage along the public portion of Childrens Place. In addition to 
the petitioner, the other two property owners with frontage along the public portion of Childrens Place have signed 
the petition indicating their support to rename the street. The petition also includes the required support letter from 
the alderperson representing the ward that Childrens Place is located within – Alderwoman Tina Pihl (17th Ward) 
see Exhibit “A” for a copy of the complete submitted petition. 

 
Childrens Place is approximately 0.17-mile in length and a block long. The properties along Childrens Place are 
mainly used for the medical campus with the south area as the Metro Garage and bus station (owned by Washington 
University). A detailed parcel-level map of Childrens Place is included in Exhibit “A”. Photos of Childrens Place 
as well as some of the adjacent properties, are included in Exhibit “C”. 
 
Process to Rename an Existing Public Street 
Section 20.12.020 of the City’s Revised Code assigns the responsibility of administering the process to rename an 
existing public street to the Planning and Urban Design Agency (PDA). The following section lays out the process, 
as well as how the submitted petition addressed the process’ requirements.  
 
The street renaming process is initiated by a petition submitted to PDA by the owners of 51% or more of the 
recorded parcels of land fronting on the street and the alderman (aldermen) within whose ward(s) the street is 
located. The petitioner is Washington University. Five parcels of land front on Childrens Place. Washington 
University is the owner of three of the five parcels. Property owners for all five parcels which front Childrens Place 
have signed the petition indicating their support to rename the street including BJC HealthCare and the University 
of Health Sciences and Pharmacy.  

 
This equals 100% of property owners, and meets the 51% requirement.  Alderwoman Tina Pihl (17th Ward) 
submitted a support letter, and has been submitted as part of the petition. Copies of the petition forms for all parcels 
-- including their addresses, owners’ names and signatures (if signed) -- as well as the aldermanic support letter, are 
included in Exhibit “A”. 
 
Each petition shall include the following in bold, followed by the applicant’s response/submittal: 

• The proposed name of the street. Nash Way is the proposed street name. 
• A general location map of the street. A detailed parcel-level map was submitted as part of the application 

and can be found in Exhibit “A”. 
• A statement documenting the proposed name’s significance. The following has been submitted as the 

applicant’s statement: “The Washington University Medical Campus proposes renaming Children's Place, 
which originates at Euclid Avenue and continues east to Taylor Avenue, "Nash Way," in honor of Dr. Helen 
Nash, a pediatrician who for nearly 50 years compassionately cared for generations of children in St. Louis. 
Of her many accomplishments, Dr. Nash helped with the establishment of one of the first specialized wards 
for premature infants. She was a leader in reducing infant mortality, in child abuse prevention, in reducing 



the scourge of lead poisoning and other environmental factors harming children. She also served as the 
dean of minority affairs for the Washington University School of Medicine.” 

• A statement documenting the existing street name’s significance. The following has been submitted as 
the applicant’s statement:  "Children's Place" is in recognition of St. Louis Children's Hospital, the state's 
largest pediatric hospital. There are two sections of Children's Place, a private street connected to 
Kingshighway and in front of Children's Hospital, and a public street connected to Taylor Avenue. 
However, these two sections are not connected. In addition to honoring Dr. Nash, this change will reduce 
confusion for visitors to the Medical Campus who mistake the public "Children's Place" as an access route 
to Children's Hospital.” 

 
Per the requirements of the ordinance, PDA has provided copies of the petition to the Clerk of the Board of 
Aldermen, BPS and the Postmaster for the City of St. Louis. BPS has reviewed the petition and the Postmaster for 
the City of St. Louis has reviewed the petition, and provided PDA with “such advice and recommendations as they 
may deem appropriate.” In this case, both BPS and the Postmaster recommended approval of renaming Childrens 
Place to Nash Way (copies of the documents indicating BPS’ and the Postmaster’s approval are included in Exhibit 
“B”). 
 
Section 20.12.020 of the City’s Revised Code lists five criteria for street names. They are detailed as follows:  

“A street may be named or renamed for any person, place, creation, or number provided that: 
A) It is conducive to good city planning, contributes to the conservation of property values and to the 

protection of the equity invested by residents and owners of property fronting on said street, as well as 
the general interests of the other citizens of the City; and 

B)  It has significance or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the City, 
state or nation and contributes to civic pride and wider public knowledge and appreciation of the 
heritage and history of St. Louis; and 

C) It does not detract from our historical heritage by renaming a street which name has greater significance 
that the proposed name; and 

D) It names or renames all segments of the same street within the boundaries of the City of St. Louis as to 
avoid the previous confusion that has resulted when just a portion of a street was renamed; provided, 
however, that a “street”, “avenue”, or “boulevard” designation may be changed to “place”, “terrace” or 
other suitable designation if a segment of said street has been permanently closed by ordinance; and 

E) When a street is to be named or renamed for a person: 
1. The petition shall not be filed until after the first anniversary of such person’s death, and 
2. Only such person’s last name shall be used as a street name unless additional identification is 

necessary to prevent a duplication of street names in the metropolitan area.” 
 
Section 20.12.040 of the City’s Revised Code further directs the Planning Commission to review the petition, the 
recommendations of BPS and the Postmaster for the City of St. Louis, and comments received from other interested 
parties. The Planning Commission shall then recommend to the City’s Board of Aldermen one of the following 
three recommendations regarding the petition:  

• Approve the petition as submitted.  
• Approve the petition with such modifications or conditions as the Commission shall deem appropriate. 
• Disapprove the petition. 

        
2.0 Comments 
PDA staff has reviewed the submitted petition and the recommendations from BPS and the Postmaster -- both of 
which recommended approval of the proposed street name -- and determined that the proposed name of Nash Way 
meets the five criteria for street names listed in Section 20.12.040 of the City’s Revised Code. Those five criteria 
are discussed below in the same order that they are listed above. 
 
  



A) It is conducive to good city planning, contributes to the conservation of property values and to the 
protection of the equity invested by residents and owners of property fronting on said street, as well 
as the general interests of the other citizens of the City.  
 
The petition’s statement documenting the proposed name’s significance makes a good case that the 
proposed street name of Nash Way would lessen the confusion of a street that no longer has through access 
to the Children’s Hospital. Childrens Place is currently named in recognition of St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital, Missouri’s largest pediatric hospital. Childrens Place currently has two separate sections. A 
private street which begins at Kingshighway Boulevard and continues east to Euclid Avenue. This 
section was vacated through two separate ordinances (Ordinance# 68453 in 2009 and Ordinance 
#69077 in 2012). A portion of the private street is open to vehicular traffic, allowing access to the 
main Children's Hospital parking garage. East of that portion is closed   to vehicular traffic and 
continues as a walkway through the Ellen S. Hope Plaza, a pedestrian garden area in the center of the 
Medical Campus. A public section of Children's Place begins just east of Euclid Avenue (with no 
through-access to Euclid) and enters and exits on Taylor Avenue to the east. This eastern section no 
longer directly connects to the private street or to Children's   Hospital. The renaming would not impact 
the private section of Childrens Place, which would retain the name. The change will reduce confusion 
for some visitors who may attempt to access Children’s Hospital from Taylor Avenue and who assume 
the two sections are connected due to the identical street names.  
 

B) It has significance or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the 
City, state or nation and contributes to civic pride and wider public knowledge and appreciation of 
the heritage and history of St. Louis. 
 
The petition’s statement documenting the proposed name’s significance makes a good case that Nash Way 
is an appropriate street name for the medical campus. The petition describes the significances as follows: 
“Dr. Helen Nash was a renowned pediatrician who for nearly 50 years compassionately cared for 
generations of children in St. Louis. After graduating from medical school at Meharry Medical College 
in 1945, Dr. Nash arrived in St. Louis as a medical resident at Homer G. Phillips Hospital, eventually 
rising to the role of supervisor of Pediatrics. In 1949, Dr. Nash became the first African American 
physician appointed to the attending staff of St. Louis Children's Hospital, and one of the first four 
African-American physicians on the clinical faculty of the Washington University School of Medicine. 
Of her many accomplishments, Dr. Nash helped establish one of the first specialized wards for 
premature infants. She was a leader in reducing infant mortality, in child abuse prevention, in reducing 
the scourge of lead poisoning and other environmental factors harming children. She also served as 
the dean of minority affairs for the School of Medicine. "From Dr. Nash, I learned to never 
compromise my principles, to elevate those around me so they might reach their fullest potential, and 
to always give back to the community that gave so much to her," said Dr. Will Ross, Associate Dean 
for Diversity at Washington University School of Medicine and Professor of Medicine. "Her 
contributions to neonatology and pediatrics, public health and civil rights have made our lives and our 
community richer. What a life, what a legacy." 
 

C) It does not detract from our historical heritage by renaming a street which name has greater 
significance that the proposed name. 
 
Over a decade ago, Childrens Place provided vehicular access from Kingshighway Boulevard to Taylor 
Avenue. Since this time, the medical campus has undergone extensive redevelopment, where public streets 
were vacated and access limited. The public portion of Childrens Place abuts three medical communities, 
the BJC, University of Health Sciences and Pharmacy, and Washington University School of Medicine, all 
of which have major footprints and investment in the area. The private cul-de-sac portion of Childrens Place 
that serves as the hospital entrance to St. Louis Children’s Hospital will remain Childrens Place. Changing 
the disconnected portion of Childrens Place would lessen the confusion for drivers who would like to access 
St. Louis Children’s Hospital. 
 



D) It names or renames all segments of the same street within the boundaries of the City of St. Louis as 
to avoid the previous confusion that has resulted when just a portion of a street was renamed; 
provided, however, that a “street”, “avenue”, or “boulevard” designation may be changed to “place”, 
“terrace” or other suitable designation if a segment of said street has been permanently closed by 
ordinance. 
 
The entire length of the public street Childrens Place – extending between Euclid Avenue to the west and 
Taylor Avenue to the east – is proposed to be renamed. The private cul-de-sac, accessed from S 
Kingshighway Boulevard only, which serves as the primary entrance to Children’s Hospital would not be 
impacted, with the goal of removing current confusion as the two segments do not connect. 
 

E) When a street is to be named or renamed for a person: 
 

1. The petition shall not be filed until after the first anniversary of such person’s death  
 
Dr. Helen Nash passed away in 2012, which is more than the one year requirement.  
 

2. Only such person’s last name shall be used as a street name unless additional identification is 
necessary to prevent a duplication of street names in the metropolitan area. 
 
Nash is not a current street name within the City of St. Louis or the metropolitan area. Postmaster 
of the City of St. Louis reviewed the naming and no issues were noted.  

 
Thus, PDA staff -- after having reviewed the submitted petition and the recommendations from BPS and the 
Postmaster, and determined that the proposed name of Nash Way meets the five criteria for street names -- 
recommends approval of the petition as submitted. 
 
 
2.1 Public Input 
The Board of Aldermen will conduct a public hearing as part of the legislative process. 

 
2.2 Previous Commission Action 
None 

 
 
2.3 Requested Action 
Section 20.12.020 of the City’s Revised Code requires that the procedures to rename a street be administered by 
PDA and that the Planning Commission recommend to the City’s Board of Aldermen one of the following three 
recommendations regarding the submitted existing public street renaming petition: approve the petition as 
submitted; approve the petition with such modifications or conditions as the Commission shall deem appropriate; 
or disapprove the petition. 
  



 
Requested Recommendation 
That the Planning Commission finds that the proposed street name meets the criteria for street names and 
recommends approval of the petition as submitted to the City’s Board of Aldermen of the proposed renaming of 
Childrens Place -- extending between Euclid Avenue on the west to Taylor Avenue on the east -- to Nash Way.  
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS PLANNING COMMISSION AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The Petition proposing the renaming of Childrens Place -- extending between Euclid Avenue on the west 
to Taylor Avenue on the east -- to Nash Way meets the criteria for street names and is hereby 
recommended for approval as submitted to the City’s Board of Aldermen. 
 

2. The Executive Director of the Planning and Urban Design Agency is hereby directed to notify the Board of 
Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of this recommendation. 
 

3. PDA staff is hereby directed to prepare a Board Bill for consideration by the Board of Aldermen and to 
transmit a copy of the Board Bill to the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, BPS and the Postmaster for the 
City of St. Louis. 
 
 
 
 

  



EXHIBIT A 
Street Renaming Petition 











 
 
 



EXHIBIT B 
Postmaster & BPS Approval Letters 



 
 

 
 



EXHIBIT C 
Childrens Place Subject Area & Surrounding Site 

 
Childrens Place  (Subject Area & Surrounding Site) 

Map view of proposed Street to be Renamed.  
Numbers Correspond with images below 

Subject Area 
Aerial view of proposed street to be renamed 

  
1) Childrens Place (View of the road looking 

west) 
2) 4898 Childrens Place (End of public 

street) 

  
3) Vacated Street (Childrens Place Private 

Street looking west at vacated street) 
4) 349 Taylor Ave (Looking south towards 

Childrens Place at Taylor Ave) 



 
351 S Taylor Ave (Looking north at the Childrens Place intersection at Taylor Ave) 

 


