
Taking Climate  
Action at Work  
in St. Louis City

To advance the City of St. Louis Climate Protection Initiative, the Office of Sustainability developed  
a Climate Action & Adaptation Plan for the City of St. Louis Sustainability Plan. The Climate Action  
Plan strategies are organized by five Mitigation Objectives. We use those five mitigation approaches  
to outline this “Good-Better-Best” guide for ways in which organizations can take part in positive  
climate actions. Working together, we can realize our aspirations of reducing greenhouse gas  
emissions 100% by 2050, but it will take the entire community contributing to a better, cleaner,  
healthier environment. Please join us in leaving your St. Louis Climate Handprint of positive actions.

Mitigation Objective Why is this Important? Good Better Best

Build an
Energy Efficient City

(Climate Action Plan  
pages 30-39)

Existing buildings are the source of  
nearly 80% of Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG)  emissions within the City of 
St. Louis.  Many of these buildings 
can be  retrofitted so that they are 
more  efficient, resulting in less 
energy  used, fewer emissions, and 
lower  utility costs. For example, by  
replacing incandescent bulbs with  
LEDs, you can use up to 90% less  
energy for lighting.

❏    Use ENERGY  STAR certified 
computers, monitors,  printers, 
telephones and office  appliances.

 ❏   Have office-wide expectations for 
turning off equipment and use 
energy efficiency checklists to 
improve energy-saving measures. 
Install smart power strips, replace 
incandescent bulbs with LED 
lighting, set personal computers 
and laptops to an “Energy Saver” 
mode. Use automatic lights and 
programmable thermostats to 
reduce use at night and weekends.

❏    Conduct a building energy audit to  
determine additional opportunities  
to save energy. 

❏    Conduct regular building energy 
Benchmarking and enter the data in  
ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager. 
Check out the City’s Building 
Division or its partner at the US 
Green Building Council Missouri 
Gateway Chapter to learn more 
about  the City of St. Louis Building 
Energy  Awareness Ordinance and 
energy benchmarking expectations 
and resources.

❏    Buildings that are 50,000 square 
feet or larger must comply with 
the City’s Building Energy 
Performance Standard. Check out 
the STL Building Energy Exchange 
for help and resources.

❏    Improve energy performance by 
making better use of 
energy-intensive assets using the 
ISO 50001 framework for energy 
management systems. 

Accelerate Clean  
Renewable Energy

(Climate Action Plan  
pages 40-45)

Nearly 60% of greenhouse gas 
emissions in  the City of St. Louis 
come from the  production of 
electricity. Businesses can reduce 
the reliance of fossil fuels by 
supporting the use of renewable 
energy sources, such as wind and 
solar energy. Onsite  activities, such 
as installing photovoltaic  panels, can 
reduce a business’s electricity bill 
and carbon footprint. 

❏    Purchase Renewable Energy 
Credits or participate in Ameren 
Missouri’s Pure Power Program.

❏     Subscribe to Ameren Missouri’s 
Community Solar program to 
support the use of renewable 
energy.

❏    Ensure your new construction and 
renovations complies with Solar 
Readiness expectations and best 
practices in the City’s Solar 
Readiness infographic.

❏    Partner with Ameren Missouri in 
the Neighborhood Solar program 
to install a solar parking canopy.  

❏    Install solar parking canopies for 
charging electric vehicles.

❏    Explore whether your school, 
nonprofit, or business can take 
advantage of the Renew STL Solar 
Commercial discount program. Visit 
SetThePACEStLouis.com to  learn 
about energy financing options.

For more information on the City of St. Louis Climate Protection Initiative or other  
sustainability efforts in the City of St. Louis, visit stlouis-mo.gov/sustainability
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https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/lighting-choices-save-you-money
https://www.energystar.gov/about
https://www.energystar.gov/about
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/save_energy_commercial_buildings/ways_save/checklists
https://www.energystar.gov/products/low_carbon_it_campaign/more_it_energy_saving_tips
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/save_energy_commercial_buildings/ways_save/upgrade_lighting
https://www.energystar.gov/products/low_carbon_it_campaign/power_management_computer
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/programmable-thermostats
https://buildingenergyscore.energy.gov/rp/buildings
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/benchmark
https://www.stlbenchmarking.com/
https://www.stlbenchmarking.com/
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/public-safety/building/building-energy-improvement-board/documents/upload/BEPS-factsheet.pdf
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/public-safety/building/building-energy-improvement-board/documents/upload/BEPS-factsheet.pdf
https://www.be-exstl.org/
https://www.iso.org/files/live/sites/isoorg/files/store/en/PUB100400.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/eere/solar/articles/solar-photovoltaic-technology-basics
https://www.energy.gov/eere/solar/articles/solar-photovoltaic-technology-basics
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-09/documents/gpp-rec-arbitrage.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-09/documents/gpp-rec-arbitrage.pdf
https://www.ameren.com/missouri/company/environment-and-sustainability/pure-power
https://www.ameren.com/missouri/company/environment-and-sustainability/solar/community-solar
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/documents/upload/SMALL_INFOGRAPHIC_SOLAR_READY-ORDINANCE_FINAL_2_13_2020.pdf
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/documents/upload/SMALL_INFOGRAPHIC_SOLAR_READY-ORDINANCE_FINAL_2_13_2020.pdf
https://www.ameren.com/missouri/business/clean-energy-customer-programs/solar/neighborhood-solar
https://renewmo.org/renewstlsolar/
http://www.setthepacestlouis.com/
http://www.stlouis-mo.gov/sustainability


Mitigation Objective Why is this Important? Good Better Best
Create Equitable  
Access to Inter-Modal  
Transportation

(Climate Action Plan  
pages 46-55)

Transportation, including transit and 
vehicle miles travelled, account for 
17% of  Greenhouse Gas emissions in 
the City  of St. Louis. By commuting 
to work  using alternative modes of  
transportation or carpooling, you can  
reduce vehicle miles and greenhouse  
gas emissions. Remember, every  
gallon of gas saved keeps 20 pounds  
of carbon dioxide out of the  
atmosphere.

❏    Organize a carpool amongst  
coworkers or explore RideFinders, a  
free ride matching service for the  
St. Louis region, to connect with  
commuters to share a ride to work.

❏    Conduct your commute through  
active transportation (walking or  
biking) and enjoy health benefits,  
while reducing vehicle emissions 
and ensure workers have access 
to Car Share vehicles for 
occasional trips during the 
workday.

❏    Dedicate priority parking for 
carpools and Electric Vehicles. 

❏     Offer electric vehicle charging 
stations for employees and visitors 
to the office building. Check out EV 
Charging Station incentives offered 
by Ameren Missouri.

❏    Offer telecommute options 
including working from home and 
teleconference services to 
reduce commute/travel.

❏    Encourage employee use of  
public/active transportation  
through incentives such as 
providing Metro passes and flexible 
schedules for commuting.

❏    Establish a clean fleet of 100% 
electric vehicles. Support efforts to 
transition from fossil fuel use for 
energy at the source, and offer 
solar-powered charging for electric 
vehicles. 

Support Community  
Well-Being

(Climate Action Plan  
pages 56-61)

Climate Protection efforts provide an  
opportunity to improve employee  
quality of life, improve economic  
prosperity, build social capital,  
increase community resilience, and  
advance public health and safety in  
the City. Improving opportunities for 
low income, minority, and 
disadvantaged individuals is critical 
to developing a thriving green 
economy in St. Louis. 

❏    Enhance interior and exterior office  
space with biophilic design and 
natural features such as plants, 
trees and living/vegetated walls.

❏    Partner with Green Dining certified 
restaurants that adhere to  
environmentally-friendly practices.

❏    Support diversity status businesses 
for procurement needs.

❏    Participate in the St. Louis Green  
Business Challenge.

❏    Certify for status and/or partner 
with Minority and Women-owned 
Business Enterprises.

❏    Engage with SLATE Missouri Job 
Center for recruiting and training 
needs for a green economy.

❏    Support the City of St. Louis 
Solar Workforce Development 
Program which provides training 
for more local residents to have 
good paying green job 
opportunities.

❏    Participate in STL Youth Jobs as 
a funder or an employer host 
entity.

Protect Natural  
Resources & Green  
Spaces

(Climate Action Plan  
pages 62-69)

Conservation is an easy way to take  
climate action. Reducing the amount  
of resources that your business  
consumes, as well as the waste it  
produces, can have significant impact  
on the climate. Additionally,  
conservation can save your business  
money by lowering spending on  
unneeded resources. Reducing water  
use is a great place to start. Water  
requires large amounts of energy to  
transport and is itself an increasingly  
scarce resource.

❏    Use products with 100% recycled 
content (office supplies, paper 
products, printer cartridges, 
benches, etc.)  Advocate for 
circularity and practice recycling 
Make creating waste less 
convenient by removing  individual 
desk trash cans and making a 
common sorting area with a trash 
can and recycling bin.

❏    Organize a Green Team for your 
workplace or organization.

❏    Donate uneaten food from events. 
Create an office compost or join a 
compost program for lunch  and 
office food waste. Use  vermiculture 
to improve compost quality.

❏    Promote water efficiency and 
conservation by  using low flow 
faucets, waterless urinals, and  
irrigation controllers that  water 
more efficiently.

❏    Implement a waste reduction 
system. Convert to electronic 
record keeping and provide 
electronic billing options to reduce 
paper waste.

❏    Protect the watershed by 
designing with permeable 
pavement and switching to 
organic fertilizers and native 
plants for landscaping.

For more information on the City of St. Louis Climate Protection Initiative or other  
sustainability efforts in the City of St. Louis, visit stlouis-mo.gov/sustainability
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https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator#results
https://ridefinders.rideproweb.com/rp2/Home/Home
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/active-transportation
https://www.ameren.com/missouri/business/electric-vehicles/incentives
https://www.ameren.com/missouri/business/electric-vehicles/incentives
https://www.ameren.com/missouri/business/electric-vehicles/incentives
https://www.metrostlouis.org/commuter-advantage-program/
https://afleet.es.anl.gov/home/
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/urban-vitality-ecology/index.cfm
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/sldc/documents/upload/2_STL_EEDF_Report_090920_Updated_Web_executive_summary.pdf
https://www.terrapinbrightgreen.com/reports/14-patterns/
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/office-plants-boost-productivity
https://greendiningalliance.org/find-a-restaurant/
https://greendiningalliance.org/find-a-restaurant/
https://www.stlaan.org/stlaan_anchor_networkcommunity_business_tool
http://stlouisgreenchallenge.com/
http://stlouisgreenchallenge.com/
https://www.flystl.com/business/business-diversity-development-1/get-certified
https://www.flystl.com/business/business-diversity-development-1/get-certified
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/slate/
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/slate/
http://stlyouthjobs.org/
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/commercial-buildings
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/commercial-buildings
https://stlcityrecycles.com/recycle-with-us/what-bin-does-it-go-in/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ecoopportunity/eco-op-campaigns-trash-the-trash/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ecoopportunity/eco-op-campaigns-trash-the-trash/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ecoopportunity/eco-op-campaigns-trash-the-trash/
https://greenbusinessbureau.com/topics/green-team/10-best-ways-to-build-and-manage-a-green-team/
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/food-recovery-hierarchy
https://earth911.com/uncategorized/work-composting-program/
https://www.totalorganicsrecycling.com/organics-pick-up
https://communitycrops.org/education/vermiculture/
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/irrigation-controllers
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/Portals/0/Sustainability/PDFs/LessIsMoreV_.pdf
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/Portals/0/Sustainability/PDFs/LessIsMoreV_.pdf
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/sustainability/sustainability/sustainable-living/at-home/rainscaping-guide/resources.aspx#pavement
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/sustainability/sustainability/sustainable-living/at-home/rainscaping-guide/resources.aspx#pavement
https://grownative.org/
https://grownative.org/
http://www.stlouis-mo.gov/sustainability

