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City of St. Louis Sustainability News
June 20, 2019

In This Edition:
National Pollinator Week: Bees & Monarchs in the News
The STL Solar Expo & Symposium
Valuing the City’s Street and Park Trees
Findings from the 2019 St. Louis Community Climate Survey

Dear Sustainability Subscriber,

This week is celebrated as National
Pollinator Week across the country.
There are many events going on to educate
and share information on the importance
of pollinators and how you can help. The
Saint

Louis

Zoo

is

offering

special

Pollinator Week programing. Look for
keeper chats, demonstrations on attracting bees to gardens, how to identify species
of bees, beekeeping, and much more at the Insectarium. Beyond National Pollinator
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Week, there are lots of ways to learn more. Here are some local and national
pollinator resources:
Brightside St. Louis Pollinator Conservation
Missouri Botanical Garden Project Pollinator
Saint Louis Zoo Center for Native Pollinator Conservation
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Pollinators
The Xerces Society Pollinator Conservation Resources for the South
Central Region

Although not as effective at pollination as bees, monarch butterflies are pollinators,
too! Milkweeds for Monarchs: The St. Louis Butterfly Project was launched by the
City 5 years ago, and - thanks to the efforts of literally hundreds of people in the
community, plus dozens of agencies, organizations and businesses - our efforts have
made a difference for the butterflies, and put St. Louis on the monarch conservation
map. Because of this, I was recently interviewed for a New York Times Magazine
monarch gardening tips piece:

How To Attract Butterflies.

I was proud to

describe how so many people have embraced monarch conservation in St. Louis. If
you are starting or expanding your monarch garden, don’t forget to check the
guidance and recommendations on the Sustainability website, as the materials
are specific to monarch gardening here.

SAVE THE DATE: In recognition of National
Public Lands Day, on September 28, 2019, the
City and the National Park Service will again
hold The Great MonArch Migration Event
at the Gateway Arch National Park. This festive
celebration of monarch butterflies will include
family fun, citizen science and the Great
Mississippi River Clean Up effort. Details to follow. We are seeking a Great
MonArch Migration Event volunteer to help coordinate event logistics now,
and we are also looking for people willing to assist with event set up/break down. If
ﬁle:///Users/mgeile/Downloads/June%202019%20(4).html

2/11

6/24/2019

*|MC:SUBJECT|*

you are interested in volunteering for The Great MonArch Migration Event, please
contact Catherine Werner at WernerC@StLouis-mo.gov.

NEW EVENT: STL Solar Expo & Symposium on August 3, 2019

As part of the City of St. Louis Climate Protection Initiative, and in conjunction with
the City's renewable energy efforts supported by its Bloomberg American Cities
Climate Challenge award, the Office of Sustainability, the Missouri Solar Energy
Industries Association (MOSEIA), and CORTEX will hold a free event to facilitate
the uptake of solar energy in the private sector.

The primary objective of the STL Solar Expo & Symposium is to assist those of
you who might be considering solar installations on residential or small commercial
buildings. The (outdoor) STL Solar Expo will feature solar exhibitors and
professionals. The STL Solar Expo intent is to provide a "one-stop shopping"
opportunity for prospective purchasers of solar energy to connect with
representatives of the solar industry, solar financing firms, and permitting
authorities within the City of St. Louis. Held at the same time, the (indoor) STL Solar
Symposium will be an opportunity for people who want to learn more about solar
energy, solar installation, or solar financing to hear short presentations delivered by
experts in the field.

The STL Solar Expo & Symposium will be held
on August 3rd in the CORTEX Commons. Grow
Solar St. Louis will make a debut at the STL

Solar Expo & Symposium event, too. Grow Solar St. Louis is a residential solar group
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buy program that will be available for people who live in the City of St. Louis, among
others. Learn more at the STL Solar Expo on August 3, and watch for a listing of Power
Hours – free one hour sessions that will take a closer look at this costeffective and easy
solar purchasing program. Grow Solar St. Louis is brought to you by the Missouri
Botanical Garden’s EarthWays Center and the Midwest Renewable Energy Association.

Climate Survey Results: Below my signature block is a One Planet Corner piece
on climate priorities in St. Louis. Renew Missouri analyzed the responses received
from the St. Louis Community Climate survey conducted this spring by the 100%
Clean Energy Advisory Board. The piece provides a detailed summary with
several charts and images that depict the feedback. It appears that there is strong
support in the community for advancing the City’s Climate Protection Initiative
through energy efficiency and renewable energy efforts. Although there is no
single motivating factor shared by the respondents, the survey affirms for me that
the triple bottom line sustainability lens of the City’s Sustainability Initiative is still
appropriate. Check out the article for details: Findings from the 2019 St. Louis
Community Climate Survey.

Tree

Benefits

Division

of

the

The
City’s

Forestry
Parks,

Recreation & Forestry Department
has developed a terrific infographic
summarizing the benefits of street
and park trees in the City of St.
Louis. The images at right compare the temperature of streets that do and do not
have trees. Many other social, economic and environmental considerations are
quantified in this City of St. Louis Street and Park Tree Benefits Infographic.

Get Involved & Engage In Sustainability
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WATCH A FILM: The

Ice on Fire documentary

goes beyond the current climate

change narrative and offers hope that we can actually stave off the worst effects of
global warming. Available free on HBO until July 16th.
DO CITIZEN SCIENCE: The Academy of Science St. Louis will hold the St. Louis
Bee Blitz on June 22nd from 10:00am 1:00pm. During the Bee Blitz, citizen scientists
will help survey local bee populations. Participation is free but registration is required.
APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP: The WWF and Natural Habitat Adventures invites
environmental educators to apply for a Monarch Butterfly Travel Scholarship to go
on their Kingdom of the Monarchs January 2020 adventure in Mexico. Deadline to
apply is September 3rd
TAKE A PLEDGE: While supplies last, those who take the National Wildlife
Federation’s pledge to Be a Butterfly Hero will receive a free seed packet and tips to
create a butterfly garden.
CONDUCT RESEARCH: Project Monarch Health is looking for volunteers to
sample monarchs in Missouri by (harmlessly) collecting scales from their abdomen.
Email monarchhealth@gmail.com to request a sampling kit or visit the website here.
SEEK FUNDS: Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District (MSD) Project Clear
rainscaping grants are available for up to $4,000 in funds for stormwater
management projects. New this year, the River des Peres combined sewer area is
included. Applications are due August 1, 2019.

Research shows bees are dying in record numbers. A decade after colony collapse disorder
was first identified, answers to the honeybee’s plight are still hard to find. Bloomberg
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Environment investigated honeybee health, and developed a podcast, The Business of Bees.
This sixpart series covers the bee crisis. Listen to learn:
What has changed since colony collapse disorder first started making headlines
How these insects contribute to the overall economy
What research says about the role of pesticides in honeybee health

Attend A Sustainability Event: (All events are free & held in the City of St. Louis)
The Gateway Arch Park Foundation is leading a lunchtime walk around Gateway
Arch National Park at 12:00 every Friday until September 27th.
The outdoor Whitaker Music Festival at the Missouri Botanical Garden has free
admission after 5:00pm for The Gene Dobbs Bradford Blues Experience on June 26th.
Trailnet’s Breakfast For Bikers is every third Friday of the month (next on June 21st)
7:00am9:00am for cycling commuters at select locations in St. Louis.
The selfguided St. Louis Sustainable Backyard Tour will be on June 23rd from
11:00am4:00pm in sustainable backyards in St. Louis.
Community engagement meetings on the Delmar Loop Gigabit WiFi project will be
on June 24th and July 28th from 2:004:00pm, and August 10th from 10:0012:00pm.
The June OneSTL Sustainability Lab on Materials and Recycling Communications
will be held on June 25th from 3:307:00pm at TRex.
Washington University’s Danforth Bike TuneUp & Commuter Fairs on June 25th
and August 2nd are from 11:00am2:00pm. Participants can also learn about
community organizations advancing alternative transportation in St. Louis.
The community planning kickoff meeting for West End Plan is on June 25th from
6:308:30 at Union Avenue Christian Church.
The Bevo Streets Plan Open House is on June 25th, 6:008:00pm.
Tower Grove Pride is on June 29th from 11:00am  8:00pm.
The Saint Louis Science Center will hold Science at Sunset every Thursday through
August 1st (besides July 4th) from 5:308:30pm featuring live music and activities.
The Jungle Boogie Concert Series at the Zoo is every Friday 5:008:00pm through
August 30th.
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Sunrise Yoga in Kiener Plaza every Tuesday through October 1st at 7:00am.
Gateway Greening will hold a class on Integrated Pest Management and
Companion Planting on June 29th from 10:00am1:00pm at the Carriage House.
Second Presbyterian Church presents the Forté Handbell Quartet in concert on
Saturday, July 6 at 7:00 pm. Located at 4501 Westminster Place.
Wash U will host Science in St. Louis: People and Technology on July 6th from
7:008:30pm. Dr. Jenna Gorlewicz will talk about the humantechnology frontier.
St. Louis Development Corporation will hold an Open House for the N. Jefferson
Parnell Corridor project on July 9th from 4:007:00 p.m. at Gateway Elementary.
The Forest Park Art Hill Film Series is Fridays from July 12th  August 8th. Food
trucks and live music available at 6:00pm and the movie starts at 9:00pm.
Save the Date:
STL Solar Expo & Symposium  August 3, 2019
The Great MonArch Migration Event  September 28, 2019
WOW National Outdoor Recreation And Conservation School  October 5, 2019

Wishing you a great start of the Summer. As always, thank you for all you to do advance
sustainability in the City of St. Louis.
With kind regards,
Catherine Werner
Sustainability Director
City of St. Louis Office of Sustainability
WernerC@stlouismo.gov
NEW: Follow me on Twitter: @STLSustainable
www.stlouismo.gov/sustainability
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The One Planet Corner
Connecting St. Louis sustainability efforts with global issues
Findings from the 2019 St. Louis Community Climate Survey
By Renew Missouri, a member of the City's Technical Committee tasked with developing a
Pathways Report for how to achieve Resolution 124
Background of the St. Louis Community Climate Survey
Understanding St. Louis residents’ clean energy needs is an important aspect in
implementing Resolution 124. The Board of Alderman’s 100% Clean Energy Advisory
Board Technical Committee conducted a survey to assess St. Louis residents’ opinions and
understanding of Resolution 124. The survey asks questions regarding the support of the
Clean Energy Plan, where residents would like to see renewable energy in their City, and
awareness of clean energy programs in the area. With this information, the Technical
Committee aims to write a narrative and explore the nuances of local public perception and
understanding of the Clean Energy Plan.
Key Survey Highlights

Approximately 60% of St. Louis residents were not aware of Resolution 124 before
taking the survey.
Most St. Louis residents (90%) strongly support Resolution 124.
About half (54%) of respondents have no knowledge of electricity generation in St.
Louis and 37% consider themselves somewhat knowledgeable.
Approximately 70% of survey respondents are aware of clean energy programs
provided by the electric utility company to help residents save energy; 23% are not
aware of such programs.
About 60% of respondents are interested in using utility rebates and incentives to
install energy efficient products, about one third (33%) already have them.
80% of respondents say they are interested in solar rebates to help with the cost of
installing solar panels in the home or business.
Approximately 77% of respondents are interested in solar net metering, community
solar, and other renewable energy programs through Ameren Missouri.
About one third of participants (32%) said they were not interested in loans to
finance energy improvements on their home or business. This is the largest
percentage of residents who marked “not interested” out of all the energy saving
options.
Approximately 81% of respondents would consider having their home powered by
electricity that comes from 100% clean energy sources.

Survey Respondent Demographics
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The online survey generated 940 responses. Of the 940 respondents, 35% are male and 60%
female. A majority (76%) of respondents identified as white, 11% as black, and 4% as two
or more ethnicities. The survey participants age ranges vary less than the other demographic
categories. The largest age group of participants are 3039 years old (28%). Ages 2029 and
60 and older make up a total of 40%, or 20% each. Approximately two thirds (69%) of
respondents are home owners and about one third (32%) are renters.
Survey results show the greatest concentration of respondents live in the southernmost part
of St. Louis City (Map 1). The large red circles represent approximately 8090 respondents
living in that respective zip code. The concentration of respondents in the varying zip codes
overlap municipal wards. The wards with the greatest number of respondents are: 07, 09,
14, 16, 20, 24. The concentrations of survey responders indicate a geographic pattern of
higher response rates in the south part of the City.
Assessing Residents Rankings of the Clean Energy Plan Goals
Residents were asked to rank the five Clean Energy Plan Goal when thinking about the
city’s implementation of Resolution 124. The ranking is from Least Important (=5) to Most
Important (=1). Survey results show that overall, residents ranked emission reduction and
costeffectiveness as the most important goals for Resolution 124. Improving local health
followed very close behind, with equity and job creation ranking least important (Table 1).
About 40% of respondents ranked emissions reduction as very important compared to 33%
ranking it least important. Whereas, job creation had 23.4% of respondents thinking it was
the most important (Graph 1). Although emission reduction and costeffectiveness ranked
first, the other three categories are very close. This shows that residents value all five goals,
but place slightly more value in emission reductions and costeffectiveness.

ﬁle:///Users/mgeile/Downloads/June%202019%20(4).html

9/11

6/24/2019

ﬁle:///Users/mgeile/Downloads/June%202019%20(4).html

*|MC:SUBJECT|*

10/11

6/24/2019

ﬁle:///Users/mgeile/Downloads/June%202019%20(4).html

*|MC:SUBJECT|*

11/11

